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CHAPTER XXVL 

The evening appointed for Mrs, Falj 
coner's ball at length arrived ; and all 
the neighboring gentry assembled at Fair 
coner-Court. They were received by 
Mrs. Falconer in a splendid salon, new 
furnished for this occasion,, which dia- 
piayf^, in it*s decorations, the utmost 
perfection of modern taste i^nd mpgni- 

ficjence. ^- . . i » . .1 

Mrs. Falconer ^asr fitted, bQth \>y art 
and nature, to adorn a ba|l-i^om, and 
Qpn^ct a ball. .With that ease of man^ 
ner, which a perfect knowledge of tho 
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world and long practice alone can give ; 
she floated roi;ind the circle^ conscious 
tliat she was in her element. Her eye, 
with one glance, seemed to pervade the 
whole assembly; ber ear divided itself 
amongst a multitude of voices ; and her 
attention difiused itself over all with 
equal grace. Yet that attention, uni- 
versal as it seemed, was nicely discrimi- 
native. Mistress of the art of pleasing, 
and perfectly acquainted with all the 
shades of politeness, she knew how to 
liispose thelh so as to conceal their bonn- 
dftries^ and -crveti ihm gradation, feMn 
:A\ but tttfe ihoft *i)M bhsfenrers. They 
aright, indeed, htive fe]>med-, from Mrs. 
Faltoiiet''a i^l?^ptioti of feafch of her 
g^s«s, fttr j&Ki^t esflmttte <]ff their tank, 
faShi^yfi^ aild €feMeqttfencfe in thfc wotW 5 
for by «h*se rtinaix^fli ihtt regulated 
her opinion, and measured " her rfegard. 
B#ety (Wife *pr^8?fertt Itn^w iWis to bfe her 
feifeory, ^ttd db^ehrcd ft tb be her p^ac^ 
fltte >td^arfs dthfert ; hut -tttet Aittereta 
flWmiJilttes tif tttfhs, *«• Acy'«*cSovfer- 
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ed in ber mauner b personal exceptfotii 
fn their own favbr. In the tatn of fcer 
^oaiTtenance^ the tone of her tofee, heif 
smile, orlier atixifety, in her dl^titft r^-' 
spect, or her ^tfiectiondlie fatoiliAfity, 
some distinction Wa^ diseettied peculiar t^ 
eadi indmdttd. 

The Miss .Falconers, st&tiotoary stt mt 
end of the room, seemed to have Aio'fi&A 
manners diametrically opposite' to those 
of their mother: attrtifetion being th^ 
principle of the mother; rtpnlsion of the 
danghters. Encircled amotil^st !a party 
of yonng female ftfends, Miss *Fdcohers^ 
with high-^bned' aiTs, Cicrnflned* to"*their 
x)wn coterie their exclusfvci atterttion. 

They left to their mother 4:Ke respon- 
sibility and all^th'e^l^boV of */r>?^^^ 
nor* dfli^ o^ honse, whilst ftey^eri- 
joyed the glbty^ behig Wmarited and 
wondered istf'h^h^i the <^bmphhy ; a ttr^- 
cuttist^nfce whic*r, fat^rom ehyb^Taissing,' 
seelfied'BhviBrt^y^to ihcrenre th6?r gaffety: 
flte^baH to^W hot hegin tlfl-fHe'l^ t>r 
a «cgittieW, ^ke^ed nr iSie 'ftefgffb6r- 
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bpod^ airived. Whilst they, were wait-p 
iiig for the music^ the Miss FiUconers 
and their party . stationed . themselves 
diiiectlyopppsite to the Qutraoce of the 
salpn^ so/as toliave g. full; view of the 
^^t^ph^ber^ through which the. com- 
pany were to pass — No one passed nnr 
censured hy this, confederacy. The first 
coup d'ceil decided the fate of all who 
ajiq^^eared^ a^d.each of the fa.ir judges 
yijad witl^ the others in the severity of 
the §^ntence pronounced on the unfor- 
tunate , peirson^ who thus ■ came befor^ 
their merciless tribunal. 
, ^^ B|nt I am astonished tjie Percys do 
not make their appearance^'' cried Miss 
Georgiana Falconer* 

f^ Has Sir Robert Percy. any one with 
him?'' asked one of the young ladies. 

^M am not speakiing of Sir Robert 
Percy," replied Miss Georgiana, ^^ but 
of the other branch,, the fallen . branch 
of the Percys — Our relations too — but 
we know nothing of them -7* Only Mam* 
ma v(M obliged to ask them for to night 
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^ And, Bell, only conceive howhor- 

ridly provoking, becaose they come Wfe 
shan't have Sir Robert Pefcy: — Ju8t 
sent to excuse himself.'* • 

" Alx)minable ! Now, really ! — An^ 
for people qnite out of the world, -that 
nobody ever heard of, except Lord OM- 
borough, who, ages ago, had some po^ 
litical connexion, I think they say, with 
the father'* — jsaid Miss Arabella. * 
• ** No, they met abroad, or something 
^f that sort," repKetl Miss Georgiana^ * * 

" Was^:hatiti>— Very likely— rlknciw 
nothing about them — I only wish they 
had staid at home, where they aire* so 
fond of staying I hear. — You kiwrtr*, 
Georgiana^ Buckhurst tbkl us> that wk«J 
they had 'something to live upon <hey 
nevei* lived like other people,- btit afwiys 
were buried alive in the country; aiii 
Lady Jane Granville, with lier 6'wa 
lips, told me, that, even sin^e they lost 
their fortune, she had asked one ojf thes^ 
girls to town with her, and to Tuubrid^6 
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.. , .Now only conceive how kind! and 
W})at an advantage tha?t wonid have been 
^ • . And can ;oa believe it^ Mr. Perc;^ 
was so nnaccountable^ and they all so 
fpdil^ that they refnsed; — Lady Jane, of 
Murse, will never ask them again — But 
novf, must Bot th^y be the silliest creatures 
jjQ^the mu^rse ?" — 

*^ Silly ! Oh dear^ no : there you arf 
wrong. Bell ; far you know thpy are al) 
M wise> an4 so learQed^ so blne^ such a 
deep.^iie, and all that sort of thing, that^ 
Iqt my part) I shall never dare to open 
my lips be£are themi'**-^ 

^ For4uDfitely,'' said one of the yoang 
li^ii^^ ^^ yw bave 90^ much to ff ar fron| 
^^r^ learning at a ball ; and as daaceri 
I don't apprehend you baye much to 
dread from any of thremy even from th^ 

" Why, scarcely" — said Miss Cfeon- 
giana-^^^ I own I shall be curious to see 
Jbaw they wiHge^oit-^' comment cos sor 
vante^ 9e tirerwt (f flj^inre'— I wonder thej 
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we not here. Keep your eye oa the 
4oar, de»r hfaidy Frances -^ I would not 
Bitss thutr entsie for million^/' 

In vain eyes and glasses were fixed 
m ejtptctktiiak of the avrival of these de- 
voted objects of ridicule— * Another^ and 
afiotfaer, aad another caqae^ but not the 
Ifarcys i 

Tke bead wa» now ready^ tnd began 
to pfta.y — - Count Attenberg entered the 
coooiu Quick as grace can ventufe to 
moYe^ Mm* Falconer glided to receive 
biki* Misa Georgiana Falconer^ at the 
fame movmt^ composed hef features 
into tbebr most beeomiBg position^ and 
ga^e herself a fine air bf the head. The 
Count bowed to her — She fanned herself^ 
and her eye inToluntarily glanced^ first 
at a brilliant star he wore^ and then^ at 
her mother^ whilst, with no small degree 
of anxiety, she prepared to play ofi^ on 
this decisive evening, all her artillery to 
complete her conquest — To complete 
her victory, for she flattered herself, that 
only the fintsfaing blow was wanting; 
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In Ibis belief her female companions 
contributed to confirm her, tbough pro- 
bably they were all the time laughing at 
her vanity. 

Mrs/ Falconer requested Count Al- 
Icnberg to open the ball with Lady 
Frances Arlington. After having obey- 
ed her orders, he next led out Miss 
Georgiana Falconer, evidently to her 
satisfaction; the more. so, as she wals 
conscious of being, at that moment, the 

envy of at least half the company 

Count Alteriberg, quite unconscious of 
being himself the object of any attention^ 
seemed to think only of showing his part- 
ner to advantage ; if he danced well, it 
appeared to be only because he habitually 
moved with ease and dignity, and that, 
whatever he did, be looked like a gentle- 
man. His fair partner danced admirably, 
and now surpassed herself. 

It was repeated to Mrs. Falconer, that 
Colonel Bremen, the Count's friend, bad 
told some one that the Count had de- 
clared 1^ had never seen any thing equal 
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to Miss Geotgiana Falconer^ exeqi^ at 
the .Opera at Paris. — At this triamphant 
moment Miss Georgiana could have seen^ 
with . security aod complacency^ the ar- 
rival of Miss Caroline Percy. The, morc^ 
jprudent mother, however, was weM sa** 
tisfied with . her .absence. . Ev€rry thiu^ 
cbilapired to Mrs. Falconer's satisfaction 
The ball was far advanced, and no Per- 
cys appeared — Mrs. Falconer wonderody 
a^d. deplored^ and at. length it came near 
the hour when aupper was ordered — ^The 
Commissioner inquired, whether Mrs*- 
Falconer was certain, that she had named 
the right, d^y on the card. 

*^ Oh ! ^. certain -: — But it is now sa 
late, I am clear they will not be here t<» 

night" r- 

'^ Very extraordinary ! to keep Loril 
014borpugh's. carriage and servants"— ^ 
said the Conimissioner — • ^^ they went ia 
time, 1 am sure^ for I saw them .sefe 

" All I know is,, th^t wc have done 
every thing that is proper^"* sai4 Mjr^4 
&5 
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¥t\4m^ff '' Md Lord Oldborongfa cafi- 

»bt hlame lis — As to the County he seem9 

quke wntertt. 

''^Mfs. Fafooner's accent seemed to mi« 

.f\f idmaiMug moM tbaii- cnm/e^; but 

^tikfe^ nviM Mt>' ,a- prc^Fctifme: ot filae^ 

; tSir ■ ^6ntS^ ^ 'the v potnti The ' husbaiid 

•. jWjfee^'- m^i^^ Wayittg' to bimseif ^ ^' , Ab^ 

vsS^cij^^i-^Tha'-l^^ .Wem lo«5^ saying^' 

S^mi^^€^J'' '.'^ ^ ' ' - ' - : • . , ; > 

} '^ i«b««t Altferfbeif g ' li«d^ M ? bis * paither 

\ i&f li Wa«y ^ti^ i^ sdon asr b^ qtritt^d Wy 

t?ife^^oifi)^'lbdfes of her paf^ all flatter- 

^ Iter, in c6Agratulatory Whispers — One 

observed^ that '' there was certaiftlj^ 

j^omethiog tery particnhr in Gdntit AI- 

f€nberg*s ftnitilner, when be first spoke to 

Miss Georgiana Falconer" — Another re- 

iaftrked, thai *' he ftlways spoke to Mlss^ 

Ctedrgiaiia Falconer with eiiiotion anii 

eiiibai'rass«*enf*^=^A third d^clared^ «bM 

^ her eye was 6}ied opoH the C^nnt^ flrid 

bhe saw him several times change coloiif'*^ 

•^^ All, in sfiort5 c^eed, fhfet the Ccmiit's 

lieaf't ^h» Mii§sf Geo^rgiftna Faleot)!er'» 
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^votied prize. She the whHe^ with well- 

alfeeted incredality and secret compla* 

eency, half repressed and half encoiH 

raged these remarks by frequent exda- 

,inatioosof> '^ - • » -^ t 

- " Jj^i iiov can yttu-thiiifc sol-^Why 

#ill yon say such things 1—^tfeart ho^ 

can you be so tbrmenting-^Sa silly now 

to have snch ^des ! — But did lie teally 

change colour? — In love with h«!— 

She wondered how such an icfea could 

ever come into their Meads — She should^ 

for her par*, never have dreamed of such 

a thing-— Indeed, she was positive they 

were mistaken — Count Altenberg in love 

with' her ! — -Ono, there conld be nothing 

m It. ■ ■■■■ 

Whilst she 8j>oke, her eyes followed 
the Count, who, quite- imconsctous of 
his danger, undisturbed by any idea of 
Miss Geoigiana Falconer and Ibve, two 
rdeas^ which probably uever had entered 
Bis mind' together, was carelessly walk- 
dig dowti the room, his thoughts appa- 
rently occupied^ witbi ihe 'pasiring scene 



12 PATRONAGE. 

— He had so mach the habit of observe 
ipg men and manners^ without appearing 
to observe them, that .under, an air of 
gayety, he carried his understanding, at 
it were, incognito. His dbservaition 
glanced on all the company as he pass - 
od. ' Miss Geofgiana Falconer lost sight 
Qf hiin as he reached the end of the 
salon; he disappeared ifi the anti-: 
chainber. 

Soon afterwards a report rejiched her, 
that the Percy family were arrived ; that 
Count Altenberg had been particularly 
struck by the sight of one of the Miss 
Percys^ and l^ad been overheard to 
whisper to his friend Colpnel Bremen, 
«* Very like the picture ! — but still more; 

mind in the countenance ! " • 

• At hearing this Miss Georgiana Fal- 
coner grew first red and then turned 
pale; Mrs. Falconer, though scarcely 
less confounded, never changed a muscle 
of her face, but leaving every body to- 
choose their various comments upon the 
Count's words, and simply saying ; 
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'." Ar? .th.e. Percys coaie at last?"— 
She WPX^ her easy w^y through th$ crowd, 
whispering to young Petcalf as she 
passed : . . . 

* " Now is your time, Petcalf, my good, 
creature, Georgiana is disengaged"~- 

Before Mrs. Falconer got to the janti- 
chamber, another report met her, " that 
the Percys had. been .overturned^, and 
bad b^n terribly hurt." , 

^^ Overturned I — tenibly hurt! — Good 
Heavens!'* — cried Mrs. Falconer as she; 
entered the anticbamber — But the next 
person told her, they were iiot in the 
least hurt — Still pressing foFw;^rd,, she- 
exclaimed: 

".Mrs, Percy! Where is Mrs. Per* 
cy ? My dear- Madam ! what has hap- 
pened? Come the. wrong road, did' you? 

• • . brokeH bridge— And were you. really 
overturned?"— . . 

"No, no, only obliged .to get out 
and walk a little way"-r- » 

,, ^\ Qh 1.1 am sorry . . <. . • But I am. 
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9o glad to see yon all safe ! . • • . • Wlfen 
it grew late I grew so nneasy ! •....'* 

Then tnrning toward^ Caroline—- 

'^ Miss Caroline Percy^ I am sore^ 
llhdck^h^^ chadnever^ tiU uow^ the pl^a^ 
sure 'of seeing, tferv** * 

' An iniroductidn 6f Caroline by Mr&. 
Fercy, in diie fenn, took place— -Mrs. 
I'alioner next recognised Mr. Percy^ 
declared he did not look a day older than 
when she bad seen him fifteen years 
before— Then recnrring to the ladies— 

** Bnt, my dear Mrs. Percy, are- yon 
rare that yonr shoes are not wet through ? 
-~Oh! my dear Madam, Miss Perey^i 
are terribly wet I and Miss CarolineV T— 
Positively the yonng ladie» mnst go to 
my dressing-room, [the shoes must be 
dried'*— Mrs. Falconev said^ that " per- 
haps her daughters^ eonld accommodate 
the Miss Percys with others.** 

It was in^ Taiaei tibat Rosamond pro* 
tested her shoes were not wet, and that 
Iter sister*^ were -perfectly dry ; a. few 
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sp0cks offt t\mr wbke jintified Mr$. FA- 
eoiier*^ apprehensioiis. 
- ^* Where 18 my Arabella ? . ► . If there 
was liny body I could Tcntar^ to trotK 

/ Gooiit Alddnbfeiigr nislan% 
serriaraJ ' •.*:"^ :-] ^ - r v; . ' : ' *'. ' ' ' '> 
^ * ^"f LnpdissifaU (:v; irdobls: y6% - Oomlt i 
Bat jsiauee ?yoo Jkre lo; Tety gnuod^ perbaps 
yo« txmld find one of.myrdmigbters fiii^ 
me—Miss Falconer, — if yon are so kind^ 
Sir-. . • Georgiana *I ^ma a£raid is danc- 

Miss Falconer was fionndy and de« 
spatched with Miss Percys^ in spite of 
all tfaey could s^y to the contrary, ten 
Mrs. Falconer's dressing-room. Ko^a*- 
tiofid #as permitted, widioiit much dif- 
ft^lty, to do as ishe pleased, but Mrs^ 
Falconer's infinite feai-Sy k^ Caftfli&e 
should teatch her death of ddid, could ttot 
b^ appeased^ till she had ^ui^ftiiMed to 
change her-sboes. 

^' 6a»Aine!''-siid RoMtfimd^ iua tow 
voice^ ^^ Caroliiie! Ao tMt pui #a Aom 
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shoes— -they are too large' — yoa'wiH 
never be able to dance'in them."— 

'* I know that — hut I am content. — 
It is better to yield, than 'to 'debate the 
point any longer," said Caroline. 

When they returned to the ball-room. 
Count Altenberg was in earnest conver- 
sation with Mr. Percy, but Mrs. Fal- 
coner observed, that the Count saw Miss 
Caroline Percy the moment she reap- 
peared. 

" Now is not it extraordinary ! '* 
thought she, *^ when Georgiana dances 
so well! is infinitely more fashionable! 
and so charmingly dressed I — What caiv 
strike him so much in this girFs appear- 
ance ?/' 

It was not her appearance that struck; 
him — *He was too well accustomed to. 
see beauty and fashion in public places^ 
to be caught at first sight by a handsome 
face, or by a young lady's exhibition of 
her personal graces at a ball. — But a fa-, 
vorabl^. iolpression had been made -on 
his miad by what be had previously- 
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heard of Miss Caroline Percy's conduct 
and character ; her appearance confirmed 
this imprbssion precisely, because she 
had not the practised air of a professed 
beauty^ because she did not seem in th^ 
least to be thinking of herself^ or to etx*- 
pect adiuiration. — This was really tm- 
common^ and, therefore, it fixed the at- 
tention of: a man like Count Altenberg* 
— He asked Caroline to dance; she de- 
clined dancing. — Mn Temple engaged 
Rosamond, and the moment he led her 
•aw^ay, the Count availed himself of her 
place, and a. conversation commenced, 
(Which, soon made ]S/iTsi Falooner regmt^ 
-tfa&t Caroline had declined dancings 
Though the Count was a stranger to the 
Percy family, yet there were many sub- 
jects of common interest^ of which be 
knew how to. avail himself. He began 
by speaking of Mr. Alfred Percy, of the 
pleasure he had had in becoming ac- 
/juaioted with .him.;: Of the circumstance 
which led to this.aci:|uaintanceu-7-*TheQ 
he passed to Leprd Oldborough — to M. 
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de Toorvflte — to the ahipit redo. -r^ He 
paused at Pere7*HaII, for he fek finr those 
Id whom he was speaking. They under*- 
stood hiixi^ bctt they did not.asdxid the 
subject ; he then iBdi^Iged himself in the 
pkatftine of repeatiag tM»e of the cxpnsr 
«bQns of attachment to^ their old landlord, 
4nd of honest affectioQ and gtatitudev 
whid) he had heard front die peamadls y» 
tbe village. 

Mrs* FalcodWf moved a^ay the mo^ 
mant she; foreaanr this part of 1^ eonu 
Tersation, biit she .«aa tmly -m f^sr n^- 
jMOttd as to pcerent the neeessifey of bsr 
tdking any part ia it, or o£ appearing to 
Iiear what it might be ? awkward for her 
to hear/' considering her intimacy with 
Sbr Robert Percy »^ She began talking to 
^ old lady ^ihont her late illness^ of 
which flbe longed to bear from her olm 
lips all the psntionlars ; and whsbt the 
^ lady tcdd her case, Mra* Falconer^ 
^itk eyes fixed opon. her, and making^ 
at proper intenrals;^ all the appropriate 
ifliaages of cmxntenuiee lequisko to^ «* 
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pTdse tfiipdef sympathy, aUrniy borroy, 
tstbnistament^ wd joyfal eongratnlation^ 
eonlrivedy at the same tifnej, tbraagh the 
>i^bole progress of fever> atid the admir 
niBtr^tion of half the medieiiies in tile 
iiOndoB PharmacopiBia, to heai? every 
iJik&g that waa said by C^t^t Altenherg, 
a^^d not i» liose a woni that waa uttered 
by Caroline. . Mrs. Falconer waa pattir- 
eularly gni^ous' to JknoHR ^bat wonld be 
iaiA about tb^ ]}t€ture m the gallery art 
Pefcy-£laU, with wbieh &e Count had 
been so m»cb c3i«imred» V-fWhe* he got 
i»fo the ^dfory, Mv9. FalQonar lidt^Md 
ivitb bfaatfcleaa.eag»rne9t» y)et still amlii^g 
OBt the rid }adya oevei^euding hkftory of 
her convalescence, and of a shawl %mr 
doubtedly Turkia*, with the tnw^ iies- 
timable, inkntabie^ littUbar4er. 

Not a word Tt^as said of the iHctore-^^ 
bat » fAne -^httyilied more tcr alarm 
Mm. Falcoiier, than eanld hsre beea. 
eiipre^sed by ifhe^most flattering, cem^i- 
-ment* - . 

MfS» FakoMt wdadtfdd itkj siqifitr 
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was so late. She sent, to order that k 
<in]ght<be served as soon as possible. But 
her many or her gentleman-cook, was not 
a person to be* hnrried. Three succes- 
sive messengers were sent in vain. He 
knew his importance, and » preserved his 
dignity. — The x^s^ramel was not ready, 
and nothing could tnake him dispense 
with it'8 proper af>pearance. 

How much depended oh this cara- 
mel!-— How math, of which the cook 
never dreamed !*— How much Mrs. Fal- 
coner suffered during this half hour, and 
sulfered with a smiling countenance I -— 
Jiow much, with a. scowling brow. Mm 
Georgian a Falconer ii^^e poor Petcalf 
endure! . . ^ ' ' 

Every thing ^conspired ; to dis<ipmfit 
Mrs. Falconer. — ►She sa^w ^ manner in 
which all . th^ pr,incipfil gentry in the 
xonntry> one^ aftc^r finother, expressed sa- 
tisfaction at meeting the Percy family. 
She savtT; the i^sird^^i^aaid respect with 
which they were addressed, notmth- 
oKtap^dinglhieif losd of fortune ^nd station. 
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It was quite astonishing to Mrs. Fal* 
coner. — Every body in the rooms^ ex- 
cept her own set of town friends^ seemed 
so strajigehf interested about this family. 

" How provoking that I was obliged 

to ask them here ! — And Count Alton 
berg sees and hears all this !" 

. Yes — all tJiis confirmed^ by the testi- 
mony of their equa.]s in rank^ the favor- 
able ideas he bad first received of the 
Percys from their inferiors and depend ^ 
ants* — Every person who spoke to, or of 
Caroline — and he heard many speak of 
her who had known her from childhood 
— spoke with afiection in their counte- 
nance, and manner.. 

At length, supper was annoanced^ and 
MiCs. Falconer requested Count Alten- 
berg would take Lady Frances Arlington 
into the supper-room. Miss Georgiana 
Falcqner^was anxious to sit^i^ near as 
possible to h^r dear Lady Frances^ an(^ 
this was happily aqcompUshed. 

The Qount was more than usually 
agreeal^Jle^ but^ M^hether this arose from 
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bis desire to please fhe ladke \\ho sat 
beside hifB, iar those who set opjTusite t€i 
him, Ifhose to whom he was in j^olit^nei^s 
bound to address his conversation, or 
those whos^e attention he might hope it 
would attract,. were qnesrtions of diilcnlt 
solution. 

As they were returning into the ball- 
room, Rosamond watched her opportu-' 
nity, made her way aloilg a passages 
which led to Mrs. Falconer-s dressing- 
room, seized her sister's shoes, returfted- 
with the prize before GatolinB reached' 
the antichattiber, and, unseeii by afl!, 
made her put them on — " Now pro- 
mise me not to refuse- to d«nce, if- Voti 
are asked agaitt.** -^^ — 

Count AlteAberg enjgaged Miss G#or- 
^ana Fcrtcotter the «r!it two dan(?es -^ 
Whfen these iVere finished, hfe asked 
Caroline to dafree, and Mts. Fid^^oMr, 
Who dreaded the renew«l of conv^safiim 
between thcte and who ku^Wtvc^t^ftg €^f 
Rbsambnd's couiifteir^niithfeu^i^ aboW 4he 
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^he «aw C!airoIioe coinplj^ :and waSar faer- 
idf to becled oQt by Coant Akenbsrg^ — 
But Mifi^s Geai^iana, wbo hud obserred 
diWt Ro^amaiid danced w^ll> bed fears ^-^ 
I'iie mother's faopeg were disappoiiited, 
Ihe ^aughter'^ ie^tB were justified. -^Ca^ 
roline showed all the capability of danc- 
ing wkhtrat beiiig a dancer^ and it cer- 
tainly did tiot escape the <;Jo»iit'8 obser- 
tatidd^ that she possessed what is most 
desirable in female aGceraplishments^ the 
power to excels wilftiotst t^e wish to dis- 
play ^^--Iinmediaiely after, she had finished 
^ese dances^ the favor of her hand was 
solicited by a certain Colonel SpandrilL 
Colonel 6pftndrill> oeldbit^d for bi& 
£3sbi6nable addrefj^^ andpersonal. atcom^ 
pli^btnents, had beeti^tbe hot)ed^for part-^ 
fif^rdf taajny riraMikdi^, «hd4usehoiee 
cfJcdlH^ tio smaH ^6^ed^«alotk>«. Uem^ 
i^er it ivus tsmkfli IHal hfe onljr danced 
with MfciPircy/^efctrtttte Mtfe. TWcoiie* 
hid madb it iter ^iittfelrre^peSt. &M 
if t&e§e Ittdi^ dt^l«t^i she liaft iWbr- 
hKa^^stt fe^si; C6)Mel "^imiitll 
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theii was safe from all Uame^ but the fiiU 
fire of tlieir. resentment was directed 
against poor Caroline. Every feature of 
her face, wa^ criticised, and even the 
nlinutise of her dress. They all allowed 
that she was handsome, but each fqund 
some different fault with her style of 
beauty. It was curious td observe, how 
this secondary class of young ladies, who 
had without discomfitare or emotion see^ 
, Caroline the object of Count Altenberg's 
attention, were struck with indignation, 
the moment they suspected her of plea- 
sing Colonel Spandrill. Envy seldom^ 
takes two steps at once : it is always 
excite.d by the fear, of losing the proxi- 
mate object of ambition ; it never exists 
without some mixture of hope as well as 
of fear. These ladies haying no hope of 
captivating Count Altenberg, Caroline; 
<iid not then appear to be their rival, but 
now that they dreadf^id her cojjspetitiou 
with a man whoi^ tl^ey had hopes of 
wii^n^ng;, they pidled h^v tp pieces with- 
{>ut i^ercy. . Yet there was ^tomething in 



CkroUtie's unaffected, tiliasfsumffig' ta^^ 
ner, wfiidh might Hlave dldankiecrtfae ragii 
of inuliee ; and this indeed #as db^erved 
by the ftt^ who- WeW uilptfejttdiced and 
dispassionate spectators. 

The Miss Faiconei's and their cdtillon 
set wei^* resting themselves, whilst this 
coxintrf dance was going dtl. Miss 
Gebrgiana was all the time endeavouring 
to engage CouM Altenberg iii coii versa-' 
tion. — ^ By all the modem arts of co- 
quetry, so insipid to a man of th^ 
iivorld, so contemptible to a mkti of^ sense, 
^e tried' to recal the attentfori of the 
Counts l^oliteness obliged h'iin to seeni 
to listen^ atid he eudeaVofed td l^eep up 
that kind of conversation, t^hich is suited 
to a b£dl-room; bbt fee rehfpsed con- 
tinually itrto reverie, tlll^ at last jifbvoked 
by his absence of initid, Mi^s Georgian a^ 
unri^le to tonceal Her v^^ation, uiijustiy 
tHre\«^ the bkihe' lipdn het health. Sfbe 
complained^ of the ^ head-ach, of he«; 
(tf- cdKl, 'of cdutftty dances ! such* baV- 
Birbici*?tlririgs1 '—how codld; any dne b6^ 

VOL. IIL C 
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any thing^ but cotillons . . • then the 
musick ! — the band was horrid — They 
played vastly too fast^ shocking ! there 
was no snch thing as keeping time^ . . . 
i)id not Count Altenberg think so ?" 

Count Altenberg was at that moment 
beating time with his foot^ . in exact 
cadence to Miss Caroline Percy's danc- 
ing — Miss Falconer saw this, but not 
till she had uttered her question, not till 
it had been observed by all her com- 
panions, Lady Frances ^ Arlington 

half smiled, and half a smile instantly 
appeared along a whole line of young 
ladies* — Miss Ge(H-giana suddenly be- 
came sensible, that she was exposed to 
the ridicule or sarcastic pity of those, 
who but an hour before had flattered 
kuer in the grossest manner — She had ex- 
pected to produce a great . effect at this 
iall, she saw another preferred* Her 
spirits sunk, and even the powers of 
afiectation failed. The straggle between 
the fine lady and [the woman ceased. 
Passion always conquers art at a ccup de 



PATRONAGE. 97 

main' When any strong emotion of the 
soul 13 excited^ the natural character, 
temper^ and manners^ seldom fall td 
break* through aH that is farfitious — 
Those who had seen Miss Georgiana 
Falconer only through the veil of affee* 
tatien were absolutely astonished, at the 
change that appeared when it was thrown 
aside. By the Count <he metamorphosis 
was unnoticed, for he was intent on ano- 
ther object; but by many of the spec- 
tators it was beheld with open surprise^ 
or secret contempt. — She exhibited at 
this -moment the picture of a disap- 
pointed coquet — The spasm of jealousy 
had seized her heart, and unable to con- 
nceal or endure the pain in this convul- 
sion of mind, she forgot all grace and 
decorum. Her mother from afar saw 
the danger at this crisis, and came to 
her relie£ — The danger in Mrs. Falco- 
ner's opinion was^ that the young lady's 
want of temper should be seen by Count 
Altenherg.; she therefore caiTied him off 
to a distant part of the room, to show 
c 2 
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hiinv as she said> ^' a baasoon play^r^ 
wha was tbe exact image of Hogarth's 
enraged musician.'* 

. In the mean time Colonel S^andrili 
and Caroline bad finished their dance ; 
gnd the Colonel} who made it a prjncipl<i 
toi engross die attention of the }H*etties| 
woman in the room, was now, aifter bia 
mann^^ paying his adorations to his fair 
partner. Promising* himself; thiM: b^ 
should be ahle to recede^ or advaj^yce^ a» 
he/thpnght proper; he used, a, certain 
happy ambiguity' of phrase, which ac- 
cording to the manner in which it is un^ 
derstood, or rather according to the tone 
and. look with which it is accompanied^ 
says every thing-— or, nothing.-— Witl^ 
prudent caution, he began with darts, 
flames, wounds, and anguish ; wordi^ 
which every military nmn holds, himself 
privileged to use tawards-every fioae wo* 
man he meets. *^ Darts^ flames, woonds, 
and anguish, were: of* no avail* Hie 
Colonel went on, as faras brighi eyes*— 
bewitching smiles-r- and , heavenly grace 
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—Still without effect — With a«tom«h^ 
jneat he perceived, that the girl> wjb0 
looked as if she had never heard that she 
was haadsome, received the fall fire of 
his flattery with the composure of a 
!ireterau inured to public adimration. 

Mrs. Falconer was almost as much 
surprised and .disappointed . by tins, a^ 
the Colonel could be. She had pur- 
posely introduced the gallant Celonel 
Spandrill to the Miss Percys, in <ihe hop^ 
that CardtiiM's head, like that of mHuy 
otbar yaaag ladies, might be t^ctenL by 
battery ; and that she miglft not then 
iretain all that dignity sof. nanadr, which, 
us Mrs. Falconer bad Mule enoogh to 
aee^ iwa(s faer distii^iiBlmg churfii in the 
eyes of Comit Aheniierg. -~ Frustrated, 
mad dieading every instant, that Willi 
all her address, she -should iKit be abfe 
to manage tier Geov^ana's temper, Mrs. 
JFafeoner became exee^iv>riy impatient 
&rtfae lieparture of the Percy family. 

'^Mr. Falconer r* cried she> "Oort- 
•miscMiier ! -Mrs. F^cy ordered ber car- 
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liagc a considerable time ago. They 
kave a great way to retnrn, and a dread- 
ful road —I am uneasy about them< — Do 
pray, be so good to see what detains her 
.carriage/' 

The Commissioner went out of tht 
room, and. a few minutes afterwards re- 
turned^ and. taking Mrs. Falconer aside 
^aid-^ — r 

. . ^ I^liwe something to tell yon, my 
deaiP, tha* will surprise you — Indeed I 
caU' {scarcely believe it* ! Lo^ as I hay^ 
known Xord Oldborqugb^ I never knew 
him do, or think of doing sach:a;thing^ 
And be ill . » . .:at least HI enoidgh with 
the gout, for an excuse • • • . An excuse 
bjs thqught sufficient for the. whole. CQuiir 
^ty • • • . And there are people of so. much 

more cohsequence 1 protest I cahirat 

iHfcderstattd it/'— rr- 

. ^' Understand what. Commissioner? t-f- 
3^iU yojii tell me what has happened, 
and you may be as > much surpiised. ais 

you ple^e ^afterwafds Lord Qldbo- 

rp9gk has the gQuC. addled she, /in; ^n. 
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accent which expressed ^' fVell 1 — all the 
world knows thaf* 

^* Lord Oldborough's own confiden- 
tial man Rodney yon know/*. ... 

"Well, well, Rodney! I do know? 
What of him?" 

^' He is here — I have seen him this 
instant — from his Lord, with a meissage 
to Mr. Percy, to l^t him know, that ther^ 
are apartments prepared for him; and 
all his family at Clermont-Park ; and that 
he insists npon their hot returning this 
night to their Hills, lest the ladies should 
be tired.** 

^ Lord Oldborongh ! " repeated* Mrs. 
Falconer, " Lord Oldborongh ! — the la- 
dies 1 — Clermont-Park! where none but 
pei^ons of the first distinction are in- 
tited!" -'^ -' 

' * • Ay, now you are surprised V — ^ 
cried the Commissioner. 
• ^' Surprised! beyond all power of 
exijiression;'* said Mrs. Falconer — 
'-'^^ Beyond all power of dissimulation/* 
she should have said. ■ 
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*^ CpnBt Mtenh&rg too^ going to 
hand them "to their c^nriage — going to 
Clenaaont-Park wi|h them ! — I wish to 
Heaven/* s«4 Mrs. F^coner to her- 
•elf — " 1 h^d never given this mifortn- 
natehalir* 

Mrs. Falconer was mistaken in this 
idea* — It was not the circumstance of 
meeting Carpjii^e at jsl hall, that made 
this impression on CoA3nt Altenberg. — r 
Wherever he had seep her, if h^ had 
bad ppportupity of conversing^ ^nd of 
obsern^jng the digxiity ^n4 si^ipliicity 
of her manner^ the same effect 4vaiild 
Ijl^ve hew produced-^ 39*1* w fiw^t, Mrs. 
Falcovej's feajr«« j^pd b^r daugM^i^f 
jea)o|^y^ had m^tjx magni^^ the tr^Lth* 
— -Cpnnt Alt^nberg b|id ipot^, aa <J»ey 
fancied, fallen desperately in lot^^ at 
firpt «j|ghtt with C^olin^^ — jSis b^d only 
been pleased, and*ifll3er^ted ^iJSiciently 
ip mi^ hijfa d^lfm^ tp §f» vaofe of 

her. >-Carolji|ie^ ^olj^b so in|>cb the^ 

.object pf jpi;^ov8y^ Md n^t tbe^i^test 
idea^ that she Jiad madfs ft co^^uest. 



■■ She simply thought the Connf s 

conversatioD agreeable^ and she was glad 
that she shcmld see hmi again at break* 
fast the next morDing. — 



c 5 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 



JVlR. and Mrs. Percy accepted of Lord 
Oldborough's invitation. They found 
apartments prepared for them at Cler- 
mont-Park, aad several servants ready to 
attend, with the officious promptitude 
with which a great man's domestics usu- 
ally wait upon those,^ who are supposed to 
stand high in their master's favor. 

During his illness Lord Oldboroughi 
had always breakfasted in his own room^ 
hut his Lordship appeared at the break- 
fast table the morning after the ball,, 
ready to receive his guests. Nothing 
could be more graeious,^ more polite^ 
more kind, than his reception of Mr, 
Percy and his family. From the mo- 
ment he was introduced to the wife and 
daughters of his friend, he seemed, to 
throw aside the reserve and coldness of 
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his manner^ to forget at once the^ states-^ * 
man and the minister^ the afiairs of fin- 
rope, and the intrignes of the cabinet^ td 
live entirely for the present moment; 
and the present eompslny^ The -com- 
pany consisted ' of the Percy fan^ily; 
Count Altenbi^rg, and Mr.* Temple. —It 
was a common practice with Lord>01d^ 
horoiigh, to set conversation a-going*-^ 
then' to become silent;- and retire to hii 
own thoughts — be wonld just throw the 
ball^ and' ledve otbers to run for it. But 
BOW V he condescended ar least to join 
in the pnrsnity thongb apparently with- 
oiM ambition to obtain distinction^ in the 
race. ^ A^er breakfast he showed; the la* 
'dies'into his- librany^ and as he was him- 
self disabled, reqnest^d Mr. Temple to 
take down ^sach books or^ prints as he 
tifdbgbt Qlost worthy, of their attention^ 
l^iterafure had been neglected^ perhaps 
lindeiwv^Inedj by Lord Oldborongb since 
lie "haid: devoted ^ims^lf to. politics/ hot 
hecdttld-at wfll necal tb^ classical ]istore» 
ctf. ills' youth ^ and i»iL< niibd^ra' books- hid 
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qpkk Of* 194 wr, jeitfr4 to )ii9 strortf 
and rApi4 judgfA^nt, enftb}^ bim to 4^ 
fi^p h^t»r tli^n ta^iiy wlio nial^e it tl^f 
twly Inistnf p of their U ve^^ f e^4 ^ £v«^ 
Mr. P^oy, wl>a kMw bim b«rt> wm 
fVttfpi'i/ied ; i^nd ^tUl nunr^ mtpm^d war 
Mr* Tftmpl^j who ha4 «ee» bioi m iraffe- 
tifv of ppiQpa«y, Min^ of %h^ high^ 
sank Md fashion both in wU ap^ liUm^ 
taie, where h)$ Lpfffebip b44 9ff^vH 
tiHanr ^h^ent of mod, m a nUbot HitQwn ' 
Bnt b^ flaw exerted thope pOwerf of 
o«|verfatio% wbi^b be iiflimUy «tiffim4 
to he dormant Innkead ^f waitiog i»' 
furoiid ejqpectatioos tbattbewwbo ^^vifiie 
in bis compw^ fthonkl provie tbnfa- claims 
to bis attention^ be now eisertfid bini%|]f 
to produce hii own indeUe cteal breapora^ ' 
£videndy npt for tb^i vanity of displny^ 
bnl te encourage bia gnesti to prediM^ 
dioae talents/ whicb hi lieeiiedio tid^e 
it for granted that tbcj po^mnmd^, It 
iqip^red to be bis sole til^ee^ hb) pride 
end pleauure^ la' pay attantinn; to tlie 
safe and dei^iters ^of lita friend^ aiid *» 



§hofwthtmAni fam to^irantiig^ to an 

^^ Yfts,** Mid hje; iqmt to CcHmt Air 
iBtherg—,^^ I ws provd to ahow fort • 

CDantrf geiitieBiliQ aoid his fAwily^** 

Witti aiiA hsmI pf 0etrftticm, Lord Olcir 
bAmiagfa fdoa discern^ thb .tiharKoterifir 
tks of each of the ladm of this faintly -*-r 
the good tonae land igood Ikmadiiig. 4f 
MiB. I^Mvy-^the iwit dnd genmwa. aioir 
}dicii7 «f Rotaawfid,; ihe nmgftmmitf 
aiid fliipBiiiar und^nsttandiiig of G9iroHlii% 
As instances of the^ti diibndnt qoa^ies 
aipfwaFedy hisfiqaidc and'hiNghteoingeye 
maiked fakapfnxfehd^od^.scmiitiiies hjl a 
ghuifie at CoQUt Alt«ibefg» hy a nod. H 
Mr.Toinple^ oiibyja oin^calalatoiysinik^ 
a&ho tqniad to Mii Bsity^ 

^fhi>^^pr Qofliprehend^'" said hia Lordp 
shipy ^ why Mr. .Barey; .oanld: aerer be 
indisced ta.take ti part in. poUtc Jbnsiness^ 
LAcSm/ yot.' hava dane a^ gmat; 4aji»y to 
jtanr ; cxidnttfy.-^/Yda : hue i mifda !; th& 
^tkman;tod Uajipy m .'dDmeitti& U&/* . : 
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Lord Oldbbrdtigh spoke this in a tone 
of raillery, and with a smile — bnt the 
ismile was succeeded by a'deep'sigh^ "and 
a dark gloom 6f countenance; At this 
moment one of his seeretaries^ Mr. Shaw, 
came in with papers to be signed. • This 
minister reappeared. / \ > > Lord Oldbo- 
rough's mind turned instantly to busii 
ness; he withdrew to a table apart, sat 
down, and began to look over the first 
-paper that was laid before him. Mr« 
Percy rang the bell, and aometliing was 
•said about not intruding on his Lordship*s 
time— he looked up— * . - ^ 

"Mr. Temple, you aj^e free. — ^Mv: 
Shaw shall finish whatever letters it is 
necessary should be written this mom-^ 
ing. You shall hare the pleasure of 
being with your friends. It is a pleasure 
you deserve, Sir, an^ can appreciate. 
Mrs. Percy expressed: a. wish to see the 
grounds, yoa will show theni' to. these 
ladies. -^ 1 am a; prisoner still,'" ; said' Mi 
Lordship, looking down at his gout; 
hand— ^ and always shall be a prisoher^V 
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4^ added he, turning his eye upon the 
pllK|>eTS which Mr. Shaw held. — 

The! ladies^ accompanied hy Mr. Tern^ 
pie/ and by Count AJtenberg, went oat 
te walk. Mr. Percy staid one moment 
t^^xpre$3 bti? sense of the extraordinary 
polileiie^s ; ind kindness, with whidr 
Lord Oldborbngh had honored him and 
kis faiiiily. ' : ^ 

f *^ You . owe me no thanks, my" dear 
SaTi^-irKindiiess can be repaid only by 
kindqtos; -^- It is a species of debt, which 
ij» the .course of my. life I have seldom- 
been qaUad upon, to-.pay.'! . 
'.Tbis; was'smdi not in a .voice either of 
seiittmemt or of compliment, butxatl^ir in 
tn.'AUfitere tone^ and with, a- stern counte- 
nance of conqnered emotion. Without 
loddng.at Mr. Percy, he .received and 
answered the farewel shake. of the baud ; 
his .lips were instantly after strangly comr 
prei^ed, and taking up his pen the man 
was again absorbed in, the mioisterv. . , 
./Mr. Percy joinjed the party who were 
going ta walk ibth/e.park. Count Al* 



4t) PATRONAGE. 

teofaei^ bad beoi nnnsttaUy siicsnt ia Lord 
Oldboroegh^s company; with the beoMft^' 
img deference of a ymiiig aian^ in the 
presence of one Mpeiior in age^ and in 
high sitnation, he had listened eager to 
leam, instead of impatient to tdk. **-* At^ 
tention of conrse now turned npon himj 
as the stranger, and the foreigner. 

With the same perfect taste tnd good 
breeding, with whidi he knew how to 
pay honor doe ; he received it^ and ^^ 
peariad as mnch at his ease^ whedier he 
was in &e shade or the light ; whedi^ 
he was unnoticed, or the object of gt^ 
nend attention. . He had that ak df self- 
possession, which characteYi^es a person 
secure of his own resources, and no^. 
afiraid to produce his abilities. 

The conyersation turned at first upon 
the beauties of aatuve^-^ Clermont-Park 
was one of the really magmfieent pliiees 
in Eng^nd, which an Englishman moj[ 
feel proud* to- show to a fore%ner. 

Count Ah«beig politely and justly ob- 
served^ haw 4iiiereni the orantxy yeata 
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af our nobility ane from the niindtra 
and coiioibrdess Chmteaux, of most of tbe 
French nobiUty. 

iClermom4^qrk, however, was not new 
to the Count. Comfmssioiier Faleoner 
had t^ day aAer ^bis amyal ebown YAiA 
every ilAiing Cbat mas to be «een ; 'bb at« 
tontion, tbenefore, as tiiey poimi^ their 
tQaf&3 '<WM» «foi go ' nMch distracted by 
eMer&al ^cdgects, a6 to -^tvent him from 
ii^faing to convevBe. Fhadiiig that Mr,» 
Percy' had bravell^d, be spebe of Swis-^ 
i^ailUtid and iMly, and without aily of 
tfie J4»rgon4)f'tt eatinoi^ettr, 'showed that 
he fdt with' ^rni^ihiUtj aiid enthusiasm 
iAks "beatitiltil ^d .fimhilaite. It^tsdchi .ap«^ 
peaved^ that he bad seen i^ajrio«ra couti^ 
tries J iiot merdif ^kfa Ibe ejne 'of *a paS«it 
ter and a foe€, teit of a phiioso>pMciil 
ttw^l^y who can ^low for ifhe xliffer* 
oMts^f naliofliil «ast«5 and-disceM how 
itls «mfjati^6<aM itifloMceA by xliitiate, 
tijkomkm, ■ goi^amment^. aod l#cai •etr^ 
cwBiitaiiceiB* Jn bis rapid pflniora«ia of 
fareigti'iOOUfitideS} be showed imri^y 6f 
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knowledge^ and without illiberal prejo^ 
dice against any nation, an amiable pr^ 
dilection for his native country. Next 
to his own country he preferred £ng- 
landj which^ as be said, by the mother's 
side he might call his own* She bad 
early instilled into him an admiration 
for our free constitution, and a love of 
our domestic habits : but he had never 
before visited this country, and he. was 
particularly desirous to obtain an acco*^ 
rate knowledge of £ngland> nnd of the 
manners and mode9 of life of it'9 infaa-t^ 
bitants^ He seemed thus eager to obtaiit 
information/ not merely to. gratify a cur-i. 
sory or selfish, curiasity, but with a view: 
to the future^ and with a hope of doing 
* permajpent good* — It. was; clear that ha 
was not only a philosophical^ . but ;a be^ 
nevolent traveller^ to whom. nothing that 
concerns his fellow-creatores is . foreign 
or . indi^Qrent. His treasuring up all he 
bad seen .abroad, that could be oselul a.t 
home, reminded Caroliae of- Colonel 
Hung^rford ; but she observed that CdOAt 
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Altenberg's views were more enlarged ; 

be was unbiassed by professional habits ; 

his sphere, of action was higher ; heir to 

ei^tensive property, with all the foreign 

rights of territorial dominion hereditarily 

lus ; and with a probability of obtaining 

the political power of ministerial station ; 

plans^ which in other circumstances 

might have been romantic, with Count 

Albert's prospects afid abilities wfere 

within the bounds of sound jadgipe'nt 

aod actual practicability. But whdtr 

ever these intentions might be, they were 

only to be inferred from his conversation^; 

he scarcely spoke of himself, or of his 

own designs { whatever he was led to 

say on such; subjects, he seemed, imine* 

diately ufter he had said it, to feel as an 

impropriety,^ not justified by the slight 

interest, which the acquaintance of a 

few hours could inspire. 

: He changed the conversation by ask* 
tag some questions^ about a celebrated 
English writer. In return for the infor** 
mation Mr. Perqr gave hbmy he spc|ke of 
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iome recent foreign publications — related 
Beveral anecdotes of literary foreigner*. 
His anecdotes were interesting, becanse, 
in each^ there was something charac- 
teristic of the individnal, or fllnstrative 
of sonie general principle of human 
nature. Te gratify Mr. Percy, A« 
Ck)ant spoke of some public eveirts of 
which he had had means of f>btaining 
information. He had not neglected any 
of the opportunities be enjoyed, and 
whether he talked of crvil ar nHlitar^ 
feiffitirs^ he isbowed 4lie same effidieni 
kfio^edge> and ihe ^zane superiorr aU^ 
lity. ' . . . . • 

Garoline, kanrng «rn het fa Aes's arm> 
listened wi& a countenance fuH of intd-^ 
l{gettce, animation, and ityiiipathy: she 
loeiked^ alternately, at tlie Count and aC 
her father, whode satisfaction she saw 
and enjoyed. FeeKirg that he was np- 
pretiated by the father, inspired by the. 
charms of <he daughter, and excited by 
the idea he had formed of her character, 
Coimt . Altenbei*g had Indeed been jxn^ 
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OGOOimoiily agre^le, entertaining, and 
eloquent, Dtaring tbis walk^ tbongb 
Caroling said but ' little, yet that littie,; 
to a man of the Count's discernment^ 
was sufficient to show good judgment 
and great c^aeity.-— This increased tfae 
admiration and i£iterest, which her beauty, 
and manners, and all be had heard of 
her ooadnct^ created* 
: It is: said to be one of the characterise 
tics. of geivius, that it is able qnicddy to 
discofrer and elicit genins, wherever it 
exists. It is certain that with the- cele-** 
riityr of. intuition^ of sympathy, or of 
practised penetration. Count Albert per^ 
celved Caroline's intellectual superior- 
ity* He had'been, ai first, curions to dis*' 
cover whether her mental qualifications 
were<eqtial.to bor ejctraardinary personal 
besiutyr but he had soon forgotten hir 
initeiltioA of trying her alwilities,. in anx*^ 
ietf ta coi^vi«cer h^ of his own/ /The. 
whole/turn and' st}rU of his Gonversation 
iiow ffoneJL,. more than any: comjdimenlb 
coidd pos&ibly have sIm^wh^ tb^ b%b opit 
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nion be had of her understandings and> 
of the elevation of her mind. — A woman 
may always judge of the real estimation 
in which she is held, by the comrersatioQ' 
which is addressed to her. . ^ 

" All this time, where was Rosamond, 
Mrs. Percy, and Mr. Temple.— —Mr.- 
Temple had taken them to see' a fine 
view; Mr. Percy proposed to sit down 
and quietly wait their return ; Caroline 
and the Count seemed to have no objec-^ 
tion to oblige him, and they placed 
themtelves under a spreading beech* 
They had not been seated many minntes- 
before they were interrupted by the ap- 
pearance oi Commissioner Falconer, 
who came, by a cross path, from the 
house. - 

*^ At last I have found you.- Whjit a 
prodigious walk you have taken!** cried 
the Commissioner, wiping his forehead 
•— " But where*s Mrs. Percy and the rcst- 
of your party f ... I have so walked to 
catch you— rode over on pui^se to pay 
my compliments to the ladies befof&'&eji^ 
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Intern toitte— And I come diarg^ d'af- 
faires from Mi%. Falconer to Mrs. Percy 
... I must see Mrs. Percy — Qh, here 
she is^ coming down the bill • • • Ay, 
from the paint of view . . . Mercy! how 
you have walked — lam not eqnal to the 
grand tour — It kills me. — But I am so 
sorry I was not here time enough to do 
the honors' of Clermout-Park, as Lord 
Oldborough is confined.— Who has Mrs. 
Percy for her cicerone — Ha! Mr. Tem- 
ple-— I thought he was always so busy 
- — ^ Deputed by Lord Oldboroughp— — 

iDf^ly !-^-r — Hiim -^ J hope Lord Old- 

bwongh did not conceive^ that there was 
any waxxt of empressement on my part 
j». . I should kave been here a fall hour 
sooner^ but that my ladies were so late 
at bredcfs^t after sitting up — And I 
thought your ladies might haye beenia- 
t%ued too • « . but Miss Caroliue Percy 

I see,, fresh as a rose * * 

T^e Commiasicnier then, as if half in 
jest, lidif im earnest, paid Caroline a 
j^rolttsiaa of complioients %jfaa her a|^ 
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peacance tbe preceding. B)gibt<-^niii*f*: 

bered^ .oil his fingers^ tbe conquests' die. 

bad made, and tbe bearts sbe kadf broken 

-»- Mrs. . Pency, Bosamoud^ and Mf- 

Templer dameup, and^ as 90on arthej 

had eifipTessed their raptutv^* on iim 

beairty of tbe Tsenv^ Mr. Fakoner pse^ 

seated bis note from Mrai Faiconer to 

Mrs. Percy, to. ttrhioh, be said^ be. ivas 

most anxious to-be the bearer of a favioiv 

able answer, as be knew tfaat^ be shomld^ 

odiervfise be ill-^veeived at bome,- and 

tbe ditfappoimment would be great* Tbe 

note contained a pressing i<K^kattan4ti-a' 

play, which the yoniig: people at Eail- 

^ner-Couort badit in. ocmtemjAatittn to 

repmseM.-^Whetbep it'WtS' to lie Zaca 

oifCato, they bdd;bot y^ jlofitivelf dtt^ 

cftded^^for Cati!»*ifaeyi i^tiereiifi^ t»Tibl)& 

distresrfor /su^Mai^ia-^CoaloJ^iMiss Garo^ 

line .Percy V be prenailMJ .upon* to .t^ 

Marcia ? She wenld look the part sd 

welly aiidi, no deubty act it jo well'>mOr 

if ship preferred^ Zara4. Misa^Georgiam. 

Ffkowr .w)C|i|d^; with' pAeaaute, iidbe Itliq 
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part of the confidante.— ^Dresses in great 
forwardness^ Turkish or Roman, con- 
Fertible, in a few hours' notice^ shoold 
wait Miss Percy's decision* 

** Well, my dear Caroline, what s4y 
jon?'* cried Mrs* Percy. 

Caroline was going to answer — 

^^ No, no, don't answer jret," inter- 
rupted the Commissioner, ^' kt me add, 
what 1 find Mrs. Falconer took it for 
grautjed' I would say, that there can be 
no jiossible diflicujity or inconvenience, 
about tbe goings and con^ings, and 
horses, and carriages, and bedsi and all 
those sort of things — ^^for our horses a^d 
carriages can have nothing to do, tvfaiUt 
the ladies are rehearsing . . . shall attend 
you any day — any hour — and beds we 
can contrive — So, I beseech yon, let 
none of these vulgar sublunary cousldera- 
tions deprive us of a Zara or a Marcia — 

But say, which shall it be? Which 

character, my charming cousin, will you 
dp a^.tlie honor and pleasure to take r " 

Count Alt^nberg advanced a step, full 

VOL. III. D 
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of eager expectation. When he heard 

Caroline pronounce^ with great polite- 
ness^ a refusal^ for the first moment he 
looked disappointed^ but the next seem- 
ed satisfied and pleased. It would 
have highly gratified and interested him^ 
to have seen Caroline act either the sub- 
lime or the tender heroine^ but he pre- 
ferred seeing her support her own cha- 
racter with modest dignity. 

Commissioner Falconer pleaded and 
pressed in vain ; Caroline was steady in 
htfr refusal^ though the manner of it was 
so gentle^ that he every instant thought 
he should vanquish her reluctance; — At 
length he turned from the ladies to the 
gentlemen for aslistance. 

'^ Mr. Temple^ I am sure you will 
join niy entreaties Count Al ten- 
berg! .... ." 

Count Altenberg " would not presume 

to ask a favor, which had been refused to 

the Commissioner and to Mrs. Falconer.'* 

Caroline understood and gave him 

credit for his politeness. 
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« Then, if I must ^Te np this poinC 
said the Commissioiidr, '^ at least do not 
let me return disappointed in' every 
respect — let me hope, that you will all 
iayor us with yoor company at onr 
play,'* 

This invitation was accepted with ma- 
ny thanks.—^ 

'^ And, remember, yon mast not ran 
away from ns tliat night,** added the 
Commissioner — " Mrs. Falconer will 
have reason to be jealous of Clermont- 
Park, if she 'finds that it draws oar 
friends and relations away from Falconer- 
Conrt.*' 

The carriage, which had been or* 
dered to the great gate of the paik, was 
now waiting there,-— and the Commis* 
sionertook leave of his relations^ with 
many shakes- of the hand and many ex- 
pressions of regret. — — Count Altenberg 
continued talking to Caroline till the last 
moment j and after he had handed her into 
the^ carriage, is he took leave of Mr. 
Percy, he said that be had to thank him 
D 2 
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and his family for some of the most 
agreeable among ^e many agreeable 
hoars he had passed since he came to 
England. 

On their way homey this happy family 
party eagerly talked over every thing 
and every body that had interested them 
—first and chiefly, they spc^e of Count 
Altenberg. Caroline said how often, 
daring their walk, she had regretted her 
mother and sister's absence. She recol-^ 
lected and reminded her father of some 
of the striking circnmst&nce^ they had 
heard, and Mr. Percy and slie repeated 
so many curious and interesting asiec* 
dotes, so many just observations . and 
noble sentiments, that Mrs. Percy axid 
RoMmond were quite charmed with the 
Count. Rosamcyild, however^ was sur* 
prised by the openness ainl ease^ with 
which Caroline praised and talked of this 
gentleman. 

*' I will say nothing,** thought she ■— 
^^ for I am deteitnined to be prudent this 
timfe.^.But c^rttdiily here is no danger 
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elKatherlbve should unsought he won. 
'^ ■ ■ OnTy this I may and must thinks 
thai Caroline cannot, without affecta- 
tipn, avoid seeing that she has made a 
conquest/*— -^r ' 

Mistaken again^ Rosamond — Caro- 
line had neithei* seen nor suspected it. — 
Count Altenhcrg's gratitude for the ho^ 
fvitalhy shown to his countrymen at the 
t&nei of the shipwreck, his recent acquaint- 
ance with her brother Alfined, and all 
. he had heard of her father from the grkte- 
ful tenl&nts at Percy-Hall, accounted, 
ds Caroline juUly thought, for the eager- 
fields he had shbwd to be introduced to 
ber * family. His conversing so mud) 
with her she "thought \ras natural, as^ 
he was a stranger to most of the eom- 
jfany, and had som*e Subjects of touver 
latiou in ccTmmon with her' and ^h^r 
family, — Caroline was? not apt to ima- 
gine admiration 'in every w^rd or look; 
. she *^as not eacpert in construing everj 
cbmplim^Ut intij » 'declaration Or an 
in^eadp of'l6ve* 
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His conversation, during their walV^ 
had been perfectly free from all. compli- 
ment. It had been on subjects so inte- 
resting, tbat she had been carried on 
without having had time to think of 
love. A good and great character had 
opened to her view^ and she had been 
•o absorbed in sympathy, that though 
she had thought of nothing but Count 
Altenberg, she had never thought of him 
with any reference to herself. 

The morning after their return home, 
Count Altenberg came ta the HiUs, ac- 
companied by Mr. Temple, They staid 
till it was late ; for the Count seemed to 
forget the hour of the day, till reminded 
of it by Mr. Temple. Caroline, in her 
owii family, at her home, pleased Count 
AIt«nberg particularly. — The interest he 
felt about her increased, and he afterwards 
took or made frequent opportunities of 
calling at the Hills : His conversation 
was generally addressed to Mr* Percy, 
but he observed, Caroline with peculiar 
attention — and Rosamond was confirmed 
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in her opinion. — A few :Weeks passed in 
this mnnner, while the play was prepar- 
ing at Falconer- Court. -^Caroline pursu- 
ed her n^ual occupations with a well re- 
gulated mind, yet not without a wish 
frequently recurring, to see and hejjir 
xnore of Count Altenbei^. Her father 
stud mother were still more anxious on 
this subject, — they both agreed in thiml^- 
ing^ that, as far as they had yet se6n. 
Count Altenberg was a person suited to 
Caroline, in every respect a man to whom, 
on every account but one, they could 
heartily wish to see her united.-— On every 
account but one — he was a foreigner, and 
if she were to marry him, they would 
lose her, perhaps, for ever. -r— This alyio^t 
balanced in th?ir hearts ev^ry other ad- 
vantage. — However, they thoXight and 
spoke even to each other Very little upoki 
the subject ; for though thje i(ie4 tjiaj: he 
might become attached tO; Caroli]0|fe jv^s 
unavoidably suggested by h\^ jloOki at)|d 
maunerj and by the distinguiithiiig ^Atteo* 
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tion he had paid her; yet they knew, that 
admifatiou sometimes is of a traDsient 
nature in the mind of a young man^ and 
that there is a wide difference between 
liking a woman's company^ and thinking, 
of marrying her. Of the Count's views 
or engagements they knew nothing ; their 
meeting with him had been accidental^ 
they had^ perhaps, little chahce of mote 
than a slight intercourse with hiin, dur- 
ing His stay in this part of the country. •— 
At all evettts, thej^foriued no ptets, laid 
no plans against the liberty, much less 
* against^ the fortune of Count Altenberg ; 
all that they resolvecl upon . . . and this 
^hey deemed their duty as parents, wiis 
to give their daughter every proper op- 
pbitnnity in their power of seeing a per- 
' son o^ his inerit^ talents^ and character : 
'This they felt incumbent on them more 
pa9rticul)Burly in th^ir present situation, in 
the retifedy recluse life, which their con- 
fined fortnhi obliged them to lead — a 
fnode:(»f life whicK^rediided thc^r daugii- 
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Ws from tbe ad^otage^ df seeing dbat 
style of company and ^yaridus society^ to 
a share of ithidi they w^re^ by birth and 
education, entitled. Nor c!0ald Mf. and 
Mrs. Pericy forget, that Caroline had re- 
fused * to qnit them in ddversity, or to 
leave her fanmble hbme^ when I^dy Jane 
Granville offered her all the pleasures 'of 
the metropolis/ and with ' thib patronage 
of fashion^ all the means of suceess, all 
the "* chances* of donqtiest and esttjAUsh- 
7we»<, ^vhich would have been sd eagerly 
«4lesired^ iso instantly accepted by most 
girls of Caroline*s age, and of half her 
•^persoiml charms. Her patents^ there- 
fore, 'were resolved to spare no trouble, 
^and no expense, which they could possi- 
bly afford' now, when any opportunity 
offered, either for her temporary amuse- 
ment, or permanent advantage. 

They saw and hea^ no more pf Count 
Altenberg till the day of the play at Ful- 
coner-Court. — 9 But before we- go to the 
play/ Jet ^ us ' take a peep behind the 
scenes,, and inquire what is, and has been 

D5 
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doing by the Falconer famil j. Even they 
who are ased to the ennni subsequent to 
dissipation^ even they who have experi- 
enced the vicissitudes of coquetry, the 
mortifications of rivalship, and the despair 
of disappointed vanity, can scartely con- 
ceive the complication of disagreeable 
ideas and Amotions, with which Misis 
Georgiana Falconer awolce the morning 
after the magnificent ball. ^ 

• The image of her beautiful rival dis- 
turbed her morning dreams, and stood 
before her fancy the moment she opened 
her eyes. Wakening she endeavored tb 
recollect and -compare all that had passed 
•the preceding night ; but there had been 
such tumult in her mind, that she had 
only a vague remembrance of the trans- 
actions : she had a confused idea, that the 
Count was in love, and that he was not 
in love with her ; she had fears that, dur- 
ing the heat of competition, she had be- 
trayed unbecoming emotion ; but gradii- 
ally habitual yanity predominated; her 
hopes brightened, she began to fancy that 
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the" iiBpresfiiou made by her rival might 
be easily effaced^ and that they should 
see no more of the fail* phantom. That 
branch of the Percy family, she recol- 
lected^ Were to be considered dnly as de* 
- cayed gentry ; and she flattered herself^ 
that they woidd necessarily and iminedi- 
atdy sink again into that obscurity, from 
which *her>mother*s iU-fated civility had 
raised them. — Her mother, she knew, 
had invited these Percys against her 
will, and would be particularly careful on 
acccmnt of Sir Robert Percy (and Ara- 
bella) not to shew them any further at;- 
tention. Thus things would, in a dHy 6r 
two, fall again int6 their proper train, -i*- 
^^ No doubt the Count will call this morn- 
ing, to know how we do after the ball.*' 

So she rose, and^resolved to dress her- 
self with the most becodiing negligence*. 
Very different was the result of her 
experienced mother's reflections.* Mrs. 
"l^alconer saw, that her <daughter*«r chance 
. of the Count was now scarcelyworth eon* 
sideridg; t|iatit must be^giveii np ai dmee, 
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to avoid the danger of utter rain to other 
' specuIatiufQs of a more pronusing kiDd*-^ 
The ipotber knew the llIlman^geab]e vio- 
lence of her daughter'^ temper ; the had 
H&a her G^i'^ana expose herself the 
preoeditig night at the ball to her parti-- 
cular friends, and Mrs* Falconer knfew 
enoq^h of the world to dread report^ oci- 
* gitiat{ng froni |>articalar friends ; she 
dr^adedy also^ that on some futni^e sinti*- 
lar occasion tfac^yonng lady*s'waBt of com- 
maod over hter jealousy shpald produce 
.some terribly Hdiculotl^ /$<rene„ con6rm 
iike report that she had an unhappy pai« 
iionfor Count Altenberg^ stigmatize her 
.418 a f(^lprQ maiden J and ruin hfer chance 
:9f any pth^r <stablishn)ent. In this ia- 
8tiaic< she had been misled ,by herown 
«nd h^ daughter's Vanity. It was mor- 
tifying/ to he stire^ td &id that sh? had 
.b^h wrong; arid still more pf ovoking to 
he obliged to iickno\Fledge, that Mr. Fal- 
.c<m^if%fi rights ^bdt^in'th^ esListing.ck- 
ciimst8nc88> it rwafi* absolutdiy necessary^ 
9ad»MmfVeiiot»Ti wiAr^Q sp^cj^ iokClrar 
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idsfaction, returned to her former babits 
of tbinking, and resijimed certain old 
schemes, from which. the arrival of the 
Count had diverted her imagination.-— 
She expected the two Mr. Clays at Fal- 
coner-Court the next day- — Eithei: df 
them, she thought^' might be a good 
match for Geprgiana. — ^To be sure, it was 
said that French Clay had gaming debts 
to a large amount upon his hands^ — this 
w^^ against him ; bat^ in his favor^ there 
was the chance of his elder brother's dye- 
ing unmaiTied^ and leaving him Clay- 
Hall. ^^Or take it the other way, and 
suppose English Clay to be made the ob- 
ject. ^— He was one of the men who pro- 
fessedlyhave a horror of being taken in 
to marry -—yet no men are more likely 
'^ to run into the danger to avoid the ap^ 
prehension." — Suppose the worst, and 
that neithei' of the Clays could be work- 
ed to any good purpose, Mrs. Falconer 
h^d stiH in reserve that pis aUer Petcalf, 
whose father, the good General, was at 
Bath, with the gout in his stomach ; aiid 
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if be should die, young Petcalf would 
•pop into possession of the General's lodge 
in Asia Minor^^ — not so fine a place, to 
be snre, i)or an establishment so well ap- 
pointed, as Clay-Hall, but still with 4l 
Nabob's fortune a great deal might be 
done, — and Georgiana might make Pet- 
calf throw down the lodge and build. — 
So at tl^e worst she might settle very com- 
fortably With young Petcalf, whom she 
could manage as she pleased, provided 
the never let him see her penchant for 
Count Altenberg. — Mrs- Falconer deter- 
mined to turn the tables dexterously, and 
to make it appear, that the Count admired 
Georgiana, but saw she could not be inr 
duced to leave England. — ^^ We must/' 
said she io herself, ^^ persuade English 
"Clay, that I would not for any con- 
sideration give my daughter to a fo- 
reigner.** 

In consequence of these plans and re- 
"flections, Mrs. Falconer- began her new 
system of operations, by writing that 

* A district in England so called. 
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hote f\A\ <>f sBperfltiOQs civility to Mrs, 
Percy, with which Commissioner Fal- 
coner had been charged:— the press- 
ing Caroline to play Zara> or Marcia -»- 
tlie^ leaving to her the choice of dresses 
and characters ; the assurance that Miss 
Geoi^ana 'Falconer would take the confi- 
dante's part with pleasure, were all strokes 
of Mrs. Falconer'}* policy. By tTiesc 
means she thought she co^ld most effec- 
tually do away all suspicion of her own 
orh^r daughtei''s jealousy of Miss Caro- 
line Percy. Mrs. Falconer foresaw, that, 
in till probability, Caroline would decline 
actings but if she had accepted, Mrs. 
Falconer would have been sincerely pleas- 
ed, confident, as she was, that Caroline's 
inferiority to her Georgiana, who was an 
accomplished actress, would be conspi- 
cuously- manifest; 

As soon as Mr. Percy's* answer, and 
Car6line*s reftisal, arrived, Mrs. Falconer 
werlt to her daughter Gcorgiana's apart« 
mcbt, who was giving directions* tocher 
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maid, Lyclis^ Sharpe, about spme partc^f 
Zara's dress. — 

" My dear/* said Mr^» Falconer^ look- 
ing carelessly at the dress — - " You wo^'t 
want a very expensive dress for Zara/— *" 

" Indeed, Ma'am, I shall/' cricrf 
Georgiana*— " Zara will be nothin^^ un- 
less she is well dressed/* 

" Well, my dear, you must manage as 
well as you can with Lydia Sharpe. — 
Your last court dress surely she can make 
dp vastly well, with a lit^tle alteration to 
give it a Turkish air.** 

*^ Oh ! dear me. Ma'am — a little alte- 
ration ! " cried Lyd^a, '^ no alteration upon 
the face of Heaven's earth, that I could 
devise from this till Christmas, would giye 
it a Turkish air .:^— You don't consider, nor 
conceive. Ma'am, how skimping these 
here court trains are now •— for say the 
length might answer, it's length without 
any manner of breadth yon know, Ma'ayi 
*— Loqk^ Ma'am, a mere strip! — Only 
two, breadths of three qus^rters bare 
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each-— which gives no folds- in nature, 
nor drapery, nor .majesty, which, for a 
Turkish queen, is indispensably requisite^ 
I presniue." 

'^ Another breadth or two would make 
;it full enongh, and cotton velvet will do, 
and come cheap," said Mrs. Falconer. 

'^ Cotton velvet!" cried Miss Georgia- 
na, ^^ I would not wear ootton. velvet like 
the odious, shabby Miss ChattertOns^ 
^who are.iufamous for it." 

^^ But on the stage, what eye could 
detect it, child ?*^ said Mrs. Falconer. 

*^ Eye ! Ma'am, noj to be sure, ai that 
distance, but the first touch to any body 
th^t understands velvets would betray it, 
and them thiat is on the stage along with 
Miss Georgiana^ or behind the sdBBes^ 
will detect it ... . And I understood the 
ladies, was to sup in their dresses, and on 
such an occasion I presumed you would 
like Miss Georgiana to have an entire 
cap h pii new dress, asYhe Lady Arling* 
toos, and every body ha^seen her appear 
in this, and has it fay jieart^^ \ may aay 
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• • • md the Coant too, who, of course, 
will expect to see Zara spick and span- 
But I leave it all to your own better judg- 
ment. Ma'am — I am only just mention- 
ing ..." 

" AH I know is, that the play will he 
nothing unless it is well dressed,** cried • 
Miss Georgiana — " and I never will play 
Zara in old trumpery.'* 

" Well, my dear, there's your amber 
satin, or your pink, or your green, or 
your white^ or ... I am sure you have 
dresses enough. — Lydia, produce them, 
and let me see.** — 

Lydia covered the bed with various 
finery, but to every dress that was pro- 
duced some insuperable objection was 
. started by the young lady, or by her maid. 

^^ I remember you had a lavender satin, 
that I do not see here, Georgiana," said 
Mrs. Falconer. 

^^The colour did not become me, Ma*am, 
and I sold it to Lydia.**-— 

Soid! — gave, perhaps some innocent 
reader may suspect that the young lat^ 
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Hi^akit to say. — No; this buying and 
selling of finery now goes on freqnentljr 
between a ceitain class of fashionable 
maids and mistresses. — And some young 
ladies are now not ashamed to become 
old clothes women. 

" Vastly well," said Mrs. Falconer^ 
smiling, ^^ You have yoor own ways and 
means, and I am glad of it, for I can tell 
yon, there is lio chance of my getting you 
any mOney from your father ; I dare not 
speak to him on that subject, for he was 
extremely displeased with me about Mr$« 
Spailces* last bill. — So if you want a new 
dress- for Zara, you and Lydia Sfaarpe 
must settle it as well as you can be- 
tween you. ' I will, in the mean time, go 
and write a note, while yon make your 
bargain." 

'' Bargain ! Me ! Ma'am,'* cried Lydia 
Sharpe, as Mrs. Falconer left the room — - 
^' I am the worst creature extant at bar- 
gaining, especially with ladies. -«- But any 
thing I can do certainly to accommodate^ 
I shall, Vm sure, be happy." 1 
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" Well then," said Miss Georgiatia;, 
f* if you take this white satin off ray 
hands, Lydia, I am snre I shall be hap- 

py- 

" I have no objection, Ma*am, that is, 
Vm in duty bound to make no manner of 
objections," said'Lydia, with a very senti- 
mental air, hanging her head, aside, 
and widi one finger rubbing her undet 
lip slowly, as she contemplated the white 
satin, which her young mistress held up 
for sale.-^I aiii really scrupulous • • • but 
youVe sensible,' "Miss Georgiana, that 
your white satin is so all frayed with the 
crape sleeved LadyTrant recommend* 
ed '» 

" Only a very little frayed.*' . 

^^ But in the front breadth, Ma*am^ 
yon know that makes a world of diffeN 
ence, because tiiore's no hiding, and with 
satin no turning**- and not a bit ndther 
to new body.'* 

" The body is perfecHy good/* 

^^ I beg pardon for observing, but yoii 
know. Ma'am; yon noticed yourself how 
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it was blacked and soiled by wearing un-* 
der your black lace last time^ and that 
yon coold not. Wear it again on that 
account." 

.«IJ_but3^^ :" 

^^ To be sure, Ma*am> there's a great 
deal of difierence between I and you; 
only when one conies to bargaining •••''* 

She paused^ seeing wrath gathering 
black and dire in her young lady*s coun- 
tenance ;«^ before itlH^fiit she changed her 
tone, and continued — - *' All I mean to 
say^ Ma'aoi^is^, that white satin bdng 
a style of thing I could not pretend to 
think of wearing in any shape inyself^ I 
could only take it to part with again^ and 
in the existmg cffcon^tances^ Vm confix 
dent I should lose by it.^r- But rather than 
displ^lige, I'll .tfdce ^t nt whatever yovL 
please.'* 

*' Nay ; I don*t please abooi the mat- 
ter^ Lydia-— But I am suce .you had an 
excellent bargain Qf my lavender sating 
^hich I had wpra l^ut tiriee/' . 

•^ P^>r,.^ei|rt J Lai! .Mii'iwi,.if you 
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know what troable I had with Mrs. 
Sparkes, the dress-maker^ about it — - be- 
cause of the coflbe-stain . « •' And I vow 
to my stars, I am ashamed to mention 
it; but Mrs. Scrags^ Lady Tranfs wo- 
man, and both the Lady Arlingtohs* 
maids, can vouch for the truth of it. I 
did not make a penny, but lost. Ma'am, 
last year, by you and Miss Bell ; that is, 
not by you nor Miss Bell, but by all I 
bought, and sold to disadvantage ; which, 
I am morally certain, you would not 
have permitted, had you known of it^ as I 
told Mrs. .Scrags, who was wondering 
and pitying of me ; my young ladies, 
Mrs. Scrags, saiys I — ^' 

^ No matter,'' interrupted Geor^ana; 
^ No matter what you said to Mrs. 
Scrags, or Mrs. Scrags to you -^ but tell 
me, at once, Lydia, what you can afibrd 
to give me for these Itiree go^nsJ^ 
: ^^ I afibrd to give I " said Lycfia Sharpe. 
5^ Well, the times is past, to be sure, 
and greatly changed, since ladies used 
to give, .boftnow it-s their maids must 
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give— Then suppose . . . let's see, Ma'am, 
for the three, the old white satin, and 
the amber satin, and the black lace . • • 
Why, Ma'aiB, if yotfd throw me the 
pink crape into the bargain, I don't 
doubt bat I, could afford to give you 
nine gnineas. Ma'am**— said the maid. 

" Then, Lydia Sharpe, you will never 
have them, I promise you," cried the 
mistresff— ^^^ Nine guineas ! how can you 
have the assurance to offer me such sL 
sum ? As if I had never bought a gown 
in my life, and did not know the ^lue 
or price of any thing — Do you take me 
for a fool?" 

*^ Oh dear I .no. Miss, I'm confident 
that you know the value* and price to 
the uttermost penny ; but only you for- 
get that there's a difference betwixt the 
buying and selling price for ladies ; but 
if you please. Ma'am — I would do any 
thing to oblige and accommodate you— • 
I will consult the Lady Arlingtons' 
women. Miss Flora, and Miss Pritchard^ 
who is jatdgea.in this line ^-^mcNsthonor-^ 
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uble appraisers —^ And if they upraise the 
articles, on inspection, a shilling higher, 
I am snre I shall submit to their jnris- 
diction — if they «ay ten guineas, Ma*am 
yon shall have it, for I love to be at a 
word and a blow — arid to do every thing 
genteel — So I'll step and consult my 
friends. Ma'am, and give yon my uhi- 
matuoa in half an hour/' 

So saying, whilst her young mistress 
stood flushed and swelling with prid^ 
and anger, which, however, the sense 
of ber ' own conv^enee and interest 
controlled, the maid swept up the many 
coloured robes in her arms, and carried 
them up the back-stairs, to hold her 
consultation with her friends, the most 
honorable of appraisers. — 

*^ Welly my dear,** said Mrs. Falconer^ 
returning as she heard the maid quit th^ 
^oom -^ '^ Uaxe you driven your bargain 
lor the loan ? Have you raised the 
supplies ? " 

^VNo, indeed. Ma'am -~ for Lydia is 
grown* a perfect Jew -— She may well say 



s&e i& related te Sharpe,' the attbtliey-~ 
£3ieis tbe kc0iiest*~tnMt intereisted^esr^ 
ture in. the :woarld-^ add; groMrii rerf sMsf ' 
too." — ' i: 

^^ Likd aftl those \p6«ple — mf dtnu 
but one can't do without tbem"'-^ 

'^ But (Hie csmchfing&thim^-!^ * 
. ^^ Bbt taufe their owli hmgnftge^ otife 
is not sure of bettering oneself^^^^nd' theft 
liifeir trtiges ave'to bepant — ^adslH dfie's 
Utile faflftily^ necveis aare:at their imercf**^"^ 

^^ It'ar vearj profDkii3g.^^It is: rery 
provokiug*^ ^ tepeated Miss Geoi;^iati€ity 
walking up an'd dotvn tb^ reotn t --i- Sticl^ 
<!& extorfion«^i-*-*F43fiiirty ainber satiii, and 
siiy \thitb satin, and: itty bkek lace,. $£iA 
niy .psidc crapey] . enlj niadf ^gfin^s.:! 
What do you think of that, M a^am r * 

^' I .tbink^ itn<y' d^ar^ you' ]iay d pro- 
.di^oti& preniiiiAi fb/ teady-dioney ; but 
nine guineas^ wHUdiws Zara> &c]gn%, I 
dare say, if that's your object," 

^* Nihe gniiMias ! Ma^amx*" cried ' Miss 
CiCtQt^^ito— -^^ JmpossiUe -«»^l dan't act a)t 
attA* $o,th4reis^ ahsead'of • tlm^'imAten" ' 

VOL. Ill, E 
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" Not an end of the matter . . • ijaite 
•— mA Mrs. Falconer^ coolly — for in 
that case I must look but for anotfaer 
Zara.'* - -' 

/J ^* And where will yoa find* dne, 
Ma'am;?!*-.:" :' '• . 

^^ The Lady. Arlingtons have bddi fine 
fignr^^and^ I dare say, would either 
objigeme.*' .' 

^" Not they— Lady Amiei with her 
iadoletiee and her languor "r-r^ a Lady 
who looks as if she was saymg, iQnasha 
teU Qnl^ico to tell Fibba to-pick np this 
pin that .lies at my foot;' do yon think 
she'd' get a part by heart, Ma'ato^ to 
oblige yon — or that she could, if she 
would, act Zara? — no more than she 
could flyl" 

" But her sister, Lady Frances, would 
and could " — ; said Mrs. Falconer— ^^^ Sh^ 
is quick enough, and I know, she longs 
to try Zara" — "^ . - . 

" Loiigs ! — Lord, Ma'am, she Ibngs 
for fifty things in a minute — Quick h—' 
Yes, but don't depend on her, I sahist 
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you, for she does not know, for two se- 
<ronds together, what «be would have or 
what she would do/' 

^^ Then I have a resource in one who> 
I am persuade will not disappoint me 
or any body else," «aidMr5. Falconer-— 

** Who can you mean, Ma^am ? '* 

'* Miss CaroUne Percy — Cvunt Al- 
tenberg put it into my head — he obsenr^ 
ed> that she would look the character 
remarkably well — and I will write to heft 
directly,'' 

Without power of articulating. Miss 
Georgiaaa Falconer fixed her eyes, upon 
her mother for some moments. 

" You think I have lost . my senses 
this morning — I thought, and I am afraid 
so did many other, people, that youhiul 
lost your's last night. — Another such 
scene, your friends the Lady Arliagtons 
for spectators, you are ridioilous, and, 
of course, undone for life in .the fashion^ 
klale world — Establishment, and every 
thing ebe that' iS' desirable, irrevoci^Iy 
outtff the question — I am surprised, that 

E 2 
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a girl of your nnderstanding' and. really 
polished maimecs^ Geor^iana, should^ the 
moment any thing crosses (n* ve±es you, 
.show no more command of temper, grace^ 
or dignity, than the veriest conntry^girl 
— When things go wrong do yoii see me 
lose all presence of mind, or rather do 
yon ever see me change a muscle of my 
countenance ? " 

** The muscles of some people's coun- 
tenance, Ma*am, h suppose, are differ- 
ently made from others — Mine will 
ehange with my feelings^ and there is no 
remedy, for my feelings nnfortunatety 
are uncommonly acute.'* 

^* That is a misfortune, indeed, Cteor- 
^ana, hut not without remedy I tpnst-^ 
If yon will take niy advice* . . ." 

** Were you ^ver. in love, Ma'aua ? ** 

** Broperly — when ev.ery thing was 
settled for m.y marriage — hut not im- 
ptoperly^ or. it. mi^it never haw come 
4o, my wedding-iday — Headstrong chiltt, 
listea to me, or yoa will never see thait 
iday with Count AIte»bei|5" *^ 
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^ Bb . jaa kaesLn, Ma'am^ to ask Miss 
Caroline Fciicy to play Zara ? '' 

^' I irill answer no qaestioo, Geor- 
giaiia, tin .yoiLba¥e beard me patiently;' 
' '' I only liape^ Ma'am, yooll pnt 
it in the piay-Uil • . • or^ if yon don*t^ I 
wfli — 2Ldra-#-Mils Carc^ne Percy— by 
particular desire of Commt Altenberg.**^ 

^^ Whatever I do> you may hope and 
be assored^ Georgians, sbadl be pro- 
perly done," cried Mrs. Falconer^ rising 
wifcb dignity -^^^ and since yoo are not 
diapesad to listen t«. me, I sball leave' 
yott to your owii inventions^ and go and 
WjdtMmfhotei''tr^ 

"^ La^ Mamma! dear Mamma! de(fr^st 
MaiDtna !" cried the young lady, throw- 
ing ber armd round faer mother, and 
stopping her, " Yon that never change, 
4 nusLScle of your countenance, how 
hasty yom. are with your own Georgiana 
M- Hi down aoad I'll listen patiently." -r- 
; ,i>Mr». Falconer. sea/feied herself, and Miss 
(ikorgiana prepai^edto listen patiently, 
aond wikh a piece of gold fringe, which 
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slie rolled and unrolled^ and held in Sif* 
ferent lights! and varied festoons whilst 
her mother spoke^ or as the young lady 

would say — lectured. ^Mrs. Falconer 

was too well aware of the iiupracticabte- 
nesa of her daughter's temper^ to tell her 
upon this occasion the whole trutl^ 
eyen if her own habits would have per- 
mitted her to be sincere. She neVbr 
mentioned to Georgiana^ that she had 
totally ^ven up the scheme of marryhi^ 
her to Count Altenberg, and that she 
was thoroughly cotifinced there was tib 
chance of her winning him ; but» on th6 
contrary, she represented to the young 
lady, that the Count had only a tran- 
sient fancy for Miss Caroline Perdy^ 
which would never come to any seriotis 
proposal, unless it was opposed; that in 
a- short time they should go to Town, 
and the Count, of course, would return 
with Lord Oldborough; then the game 
would be in her own hands, provided, 
in the mean time, Georgiana should 
conduct herself with prudence and teni- 
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per^ and let &o creature see or suspect 
any sort of anxiety, for that woald give^ 
such an advantage against- her^ and such 
a triumph to Caroline and her friends,* 
who^ as . Mrs. Falconer said, were, no 
doubt, all on the watch to •* interpret,*' 
or misinterpret, ^^ motions, looks, and 

eyes" *^ My dear," concluded the' 

mother, ^^ your play is to show, your- 
self always easy and happy, whatever 
fMTcurs — occupied with other things, siir-' 
rounded by other admirers, and encou-. 
raging them properly • . . properly of 
course to pique the jealousy of your 
Count;^ 

** My Count !" — ^said Geotpana, with 

half a smile — ** but^ Miss You 

say, this fancy of his will pass away— 
but when? When?" 

*' You young people always say, ^ but 
when?'. You have no idea of looking 
forward — a -few months, a year, more or 
le^y what does it signify? Georgiana,' 
are you ill such imminent danger of 
gravtdng old or ugly?"— 



t^r^y Ao.warda tt^ e ^ilass, and f njMJedi. 
^/' Bji^ Ms^'f 1^9 you were B0t ^i^ ^9^- 
•s^ then about gpf^iifkg ^fiothar 2^ara.'* 

i'pi^ ia ^b« w>te J[ ^rgls t^ toPrpJag, 

'' J^Iafip ^ Wr<# ! " crij^. the , y^ti|^ 
l^dy, wijji terror in her vqicfB wd eyfse^. 
-^"CJood jHte^vens! pialh^ir, i^hat kai» 

V / S . :.. n . | } had q^ d4)»l)t;at t;be Hfgj^ 
I ^of;g;V coQtinued Mf$. F^l^P^W^ 
cooiry, " I had no other idea but tbtft 
I\|j»^CaroK»fi Percy would ^ip».** 
.:/^ioh! Ma'W," P"ed G?^rgitffiV 
lialf f fying, thfp ^tawpisg. wA paasipu. 
" Oh ! Ma'am, how cp^Wf yon: inpAgine,. 
or #;ct tp jwagine/ tb^^ t^»t gW; that 
odi9tts giri \vho if aft Vwq *» ^ ^Y P*s^gw> 
w-Uh 4i ifepy. ftftecte4 Hwl%, W»Jd 
rfec^^i?e^dfcl0iol--N9i ^R^iUbetr^iw- 
pj[?;t^4 t^ fipoft? 3ireepingiBi,> 19 gWgeoiH.. 
tragedy— Zara ! Maiicia--r-^If tjbe whple' 
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fdtadlyi daa beg or boiTi>fr a^ dress for hier^ 
we are undone — thafsr our only ebance- 
. . . Oh ! mother, wha^po$sessed yon to 
dethis?'' 

^^ Gendy^ pvetty PaissioMte^ aod trust 
to j«y judgmmt in fature/' pttttiDg" inpof 
her da«^tet^s( bandr Mr5> "P&fcfs nat^ 

*^ Miss^ Carolioe Percy* . . . solry ... 
<Mit of .hes power! ■— — * Ol^ charming ! r— 
a fine escape I "^ crkd Gtorgianav delight^ 
ed>-^'* Yoo may be i^fe it* was for want 
oifthd drese^.thongh . • . Maa^ia*' — 

*^ No matter — but about yours, my 
db«r"— p 

. " Obt yes, Ma^am ; my dress; that's 
the only difficulty no^/* 

" I certainly^ wish you, my darling, to 
appear well, especially as all th« World* 
will be hole— The twtr Cltfys>- by ttie 
by, here's tbw letter— they come to 
mmrowr. , , and, io short; th^^ whole 
W)oi»ld-r*Rnt, M to tn&Mfi there^s but' 
QX»wWf o(* potting ycrur£0fthe)r intogood^- 
hpmor enough with yoit, ta touch upon/* 
that string"— 

s 5 
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^^^One way — well, if there be one 
way — any way '* — : ' 

"Petcalf!" 

** Oh,Petcalf ! is my abhorrence** 
^ " There's the thing ! — ^He was i^peak- 
ing to your father serionsly abont you, 
and .jour father spunded me--*' I said you 
would nev^r .agree, and he was quite 
displeased — that and Mrs. Sparkes* bill 
completely overset hiin." * 

** Now, if you had your wish, Geor- 
giana-r-what WQuld be your taste, 
child?*'— 

*'My wish! My taste— Oh! that 
would be for a delicate, delicate, ^oft, 
sentimental blue satin, with silver fringe, . 
looped with pie^rl, for my first act, — and 
in Tny last *' 

. " Two dresses. : Oh, you extrava- 
gant I Oi^t of all possibility." 

** I ani oply wishing, -^telling. you my 
taste, dear; Mamma — Yo^ know there 
must be a change of dress, in the last, 
act, for Zar8is nuptials -^ Now for my 
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wedding dress, Mamma, my taste would 
be — 

' Shine out, appear, be found, my lovely Zara/ 
in bridal white and silver. 

*^ Yon know, Ma*am, I am only sup- 
posing." 

" Well then, supposition for supposi- 
tion," replied Mrs. Falconer — "Supposing 
I let your father hope that you are not so 
decided to abhor poor Petcalf . . .** 

" Oh I dear Mamma, I am so perse- 
cuted about that Petcalf . . \ and com- 
pared with Count Altenberg, my father 
must be blind, or think me an idiet." 

"Oh! bettveen him and the Count, 
there 'is no 'comparison to be sure . . . 
But I forgot to mention, that what your - 
father builds upon is our poor old friend, 
the GeneraFs death; Clay here, in a 
postscript you see, mentions the gout, 
in his stomach — So I tan afrmd he is as 
good as gone; as your father says, and 
then. The Lodge in Asja-Minor is cer- 
tainly a* pretty ^place to sit dowx) upon, if 
one could do no better.** ^ 
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i *' Bnt, Ma*ajn, tibue Cbnut's Vast pos-r- 
sessions and rank ! '* 

^* I grant you all tha$> my dear ; bHt 
our present object is the play— -Zara's 
ri^yal robes cannot be had for upthing, 

you know you never listened to my 

io^lfible means of obtaining your wish 
-^ I think I ean engage^ that the Com- 
missioner will not refuse us, if you wilV ■■ 
empower me to say to him, that by th.is 
tiuie tvyelv,eflQonth, if nothing better 
ofliars,. . . . .nijnd my j/*—rPetcalf shall 
hf wy^x^d for Ijis constjvi^pj." 

" K.. . . Oh, dear mel . . . But be- 
foff tjri^ tifl^p tjwejve^month diCfCou^t . . •*' 
*^ P^, que of tlie Clays, njight offer, 
ayd in t\\dfi casfe,^ ijiy if b|dng$ yipq oflf 
s?ft mih yp^r fatl^er '^ ^-r 

: ** Welti thefc Ma^ifgiaj up9n cpnd^tiop^ 
tbat y<w; Wi\ pH^wisja, mc}, upoi^ yaqiv 
iwr^ yS^tT will %a,iparBif4 emphaai?- 
ripoD y^W $(?•:-. I^.bejieve,* for 2f^ra> 

" 1 kn#m yoo, w>ftl4 be>%W«- a? la?t^ 
like a sensible giri/* fi^ii^t^-Pftlegi^f. 



-v-'^ rU go andypeaj^ Sq jpifr f^bc;! dir 

Mr.3^ Fak?QMr tbtis Jbirly gjaiaad her 

ddr6S3. a^a^t bar p4^i(Hifor CooAt AJn. 

fa]$p pmtepce^, e:j^tort«<J firom tbfa jfaong 
lady loapy: proQ)iwS^.6. to keep hor- temper! 
prad/eatl];, and to .be^ tipoi;^ tl^; best term9. 
p93sible witb ber ma); tb^ inptbbr 
wwt< ^Wi^39 per&ctly ^^i^^ed wjtb bw 

: Tbe fiatber w^9, biPUgH to .peffdnoi. 
hi^. partj npt w^ttopt difficnJty-- Carters 
b)fM;igbp fon^jflfsf neQjtioieviftal hbx^sindL 
bridikl wbitP ?Qbw> w4ft ob$ainfedT.«ily«at 
fringe m4 p^^Jft inc^niiw — Th» tiriiiAir 
pb^iit i^fkr^ na^qg :fQr the \»mGQn^d&ni». 
of. beri Iftt? dii(itriP9«^ -T-; fcydi» JSbaaffc wr 
entered with the Ibnr dr^«<». n|)p«^ ^eihi^ 
buft 45be .asid bf^)' gmfiean^ ii^i^itbe.nwBt 
hp^q^pl^h a|^^isf^9^ aliwem iiitatffdi. 
witb^ be^fCQCftipg ^^^orPTT^T-Aidl M I^d^i; 
ok^W^ h^jmmsih^f'^ ordfiM .to. p^laMi 
her c]A{bQ9: iA.t^ivM4«p!?ei.a]MLnfiWft:. 



86 PATRONAGE. 

to think of them more, they 8ndden}3r 
rose in valae in her estimation, nnd . she • 
repented that she had been qnite so 
much of an extortioner. She knew the 
difference of her mistresses tone, when 
disappointed or snecessful, and guessed 
that supplies had been obtained by some 
means or other — ^* New dresses, I smell, 
are the order of the day,** said Lydia' 
Sh'arpe to herself — ** But lil engage she 
will want me presently to make them up; 
— So I warrant I won't come down off 

my hi]^ horse till I see why." **Miss 

Geoi^iana Falconer^ Ma*am, I beg par- 
don — you are the mistress — I meant 
^eniy to oblige and accommodate when 
^Ued upon — but if I'm not wanted ... 
V-m not wanted^ — and I hope ladies will 
find them that will be more abler and 
willingciT to serve them." 

So '' saying, half floundng, half pout- ' 
ingj[' she retired -i- Her youu^ ttiistress, 
aware that iLydia^ taleuts and expedi- 
tious peribrmahce,' as a mantua->maker 
atid^a tniUiner, were esgential ttt the ap- 
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peirance of Zara, suppressed her own 
resentment^ snbmitted to her maid's in- 
soleQce, and brought her 'into fanmor 
again that nighty by a present of the fa^ 
mons white satin. 

In dne time^ consequently^ the Turk- 
ish dresses were in great forwardness-— 
Lest we should never get to the play, 
wafortear to relate all the various fret- 
tings^ jealousies^ clashing vanities, and 
pejtty quarrels, which ocdirred between 
tb? actresses and their friends, during 
the getting up of this piece aild it*s re- 
hearsals. -r- We need nlention only, that 
the seeds ofiireGoncilable dislike were 
sown at this, time between the Miss Fal- 
coners and tbeir dear friends, the Lady ; 
Arlingtons t- There -was some difiicnlty 
made by Lady Anne< about lading her 
diamond crescent for. Zara's turban ; 
Miss. Georgiana could, oever forgive this 
— And Lady Franiesy. on her part^ was 
provQ^d> beyond measurey by ah order 
from the Duke, h^r uncle, f6rbidding 
her to sippear oik the .stage •^ l^ie iiad 
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B(9nk^ reason to anspect . that this onfar 
caibe in eooseqaence of a tireacherooff 
pora^aph in a letter of Gec»*giana*s ts9i 
Lady Traut^. wliich went rounds t^roagb^ 
Lady Jane Granville, to. tlieDiike, wha^f 
otb^rwise, as Lady Frances observed, ^'in 
the midst pf his politics^ mighit never 
IVive heard a word of the matter.'* 

. Mrs. Falconer had need of all hert 
power. over the mmseles qf her face, .and 
all her address in these delicate a^ diffi** 
c^lt circumstances "-1—^ Her. daug^t^F^* 
Arabella, tool-r^was snllen, the yoaii|§^ 
lady waifi subject to her brother 3<jAm*»' 
fite of .ob6tinacy> Foi^ soma timae she 
cotild noH he bronght to undartabs'ths^* 
p%rt of jSeUioa, and no* otbeir Seiima wa» 
tabe h^M -rrr^Sfae did not .sea whji^shei^ 
should, emdesoend to pfaiyi tibe oonfidante> 
fc^^Geaxgiaaa's Zara-r— W|iy she was to? 
br sitcrifiead tet her aister T and Sip ilo* 
bavt Pm€]^ hM aflknjiccr^ mxt enma to be 
iny^ifted^ beqans^tii^^ othav Feroya^ w^^'t<r* 
c^roefTfT*^^ ' ,■ ^ ,, . I . 

.^ 3MEMk FaLQ^war ffied hdr if^K M^^ 



Aiittorj:, through GobotLSfoiidriUr; wad^ 
^.lagt^ Arabella was pacified ^byapvcM 
ipise; that the fblloiiiu^ week ^- Lo«# 
ill a Village/' or " The l^ord <rf thfi 
Manor" — should be acted, in which she 
should choose her part, and in whidi 
her voice and musical talents would be 
brought forward, — and Sir Robert Percy 
and his friends should be the principal 
auditors. 

Recovered, or partly recovered from 
her fit of the sullens^ she was prevailed 
upon to say, she would try what she 
could do in Selima. 

The parts were learnt by heart ; the 
dresses, after innumerable alterations, 
finished to the satisfaction of the heroes 
' and heroines of the drama. 

Their quarrels, and the quarrels of 
their friends and of their servants, male 
and female^ were at last hushed to tem^ 
porary repose, and — the great, the im- 
portant day arrived. 

The preceding evening, Mrs. FalconejTj^ 
as she sat quite exhausted in the. greea 
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room^ was heard to declare^ she was so 
tired^ that she would not go through the 
same thing again^ for one months to be 
Qneen of England* 



-' u 
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CHAPTER XXVin. 



The theatre at Falconer-Court was not 
very spacious^ but it was elegantly fitted 
up^ e:8:tremely well liglited^ and had a 
good effect. There was a brilliant audi- 
ence, an excellent band of music, and 
the whole had a gay and festive appear-* 
ance. 

The Per^y family^, as they came from 
a great distance, were late. The house 
was crowded. Mrs. Falconer was obliged 
to seat Mrs. Percy and her daughters* 
with the Lady Arlingtohs on a bench 
upon the stage. A conspicuous situa- 
tion, which had been reserved for their 
Ladyships. * * '. 

Every eye instantly turned upon the 
beautiful Caroline. She bore the gaze 
of public admiration with a blubhing' dig- 



9S PAtnoNAes; 

nity, which interested every body in^ her 

favor. Count Altenberg, who had 

anxiously expected the moment of her 
arrival, was, however, upon his guard. 
Knowing that he was watched by Mrs. 
Falconer's friends, he was determined 
that his secret thoughts should not be 
seen. — Ooe involuntary glance he gav^' 
but immediately withdrew his «ye^ au^ 
continued bis conversation with the gen- 
tleman next to. him, -After a few mo-^ 
meats bud elfipsed, he could iodulger' 
huuself in looking at Caroline unob<- 
served,* for the gaze of public admiration 
i$; as transient as it is eager. It is. sur- 
prising bow short ^ tixne any face, how-., 
ever beautiiul, eug^gtis numbers^ wjiq^ 
i^ieet together to be jseen. 
, The audience were now happily full 
of themselves^ arranging their seats, and 
doLcig civUities to those of their friead«^ 
who were worthy of notice. 
. ^^ I^ady Traat ! won't your Ladyshiji^ 
fiit in the frout row T\ 
*^ Vm vastly weH> thauk you." 
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^^ Lady Kew, I ma afnaid yw 'woi>t 
see over my head." 

^ Qh !' I asfiore ycm . . ; perlecUj^ . . . 
peitfectly ..." 

'^ Colonel Spa^dtilli 1%. tratible yoti • . « 
iny sbaml . . " 

"'Clay, lend me your Qperasgls^^s. 

How did yoo leoi^e all at Bath ? " 

'' Vm &6 glad that General Petcalfs 
^ot ia his stomach did not carry him 
off— for young Pctcaif could not liave 
«cted, you know, to night.— Mrs. Harr 
court is trying to catch y^ur eye. Lady 
Rew." 

AIL ^hose who were new io the theatre 
at Falconer-Court, or: wlio: w^re not: ii^ 
timate ^with the family, Mseira in groajt 
jiBxiety t6 iufdrm .tl^e)nlse)ye$^ oil one.im- 
fkorkant .point, before tfa^; pf plague aho^ld 
hegin, — Stretching to- t^q^e wUoii^i^ 
dr iuid the repufcatioQ of heipg goad.au- 
liiorilMs^ th«y a^ked ia «iljis}]^r$> 
. " Do. you.JkMkw if, thene^ i^ toJl^e aijy 
^i^pittg; q£r h»fB^ ^*^^Cdi^yf$li^lk m^ 
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whether it is allowable to say any 
thing?" 

It seemsj.that at some private. tbeolnes 
loud demonstrations of applause w&re Sar^ 
bidden. It was thought more genteel 
to approve and admire in silence^ thus 
to draw the line between professional 
actors and actresses^ and gendemen and 
lady performers. Upon trial, however, 
in some instances, it had been found, that 
the difference was sufficiently obvicmt^ 
without maridng it by any invidious dis*" 
tinction. Young and old amateurs have 
acknowledged, that the silence, however . 
genteel, was so dreadfully awfol, that 
they preferred even the noise of vulgar 
acclamations. . ... :; 

The cup of flattery was found so swee^ 
that objections were ^ no lon^r made te . 
^swallowing it in public. 

Hie oyerture finished, the prologue 
which was. written by Mr. Seebright^ 
was received with merited applause. 
-And, after. a bu2 of requests and ,pr^ 
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misai for copies, the h<mse was silent — 
the cnrtain drew up,, and the first 
appMmnce of. Zara, in the delicate 
sentimeaital .bine satin^ was hailed with 
plaudits, long.and loud — ^^ plaudits which 
)TOw rriterated at the. end of her first 
speech^ whidi was, indeed, . extremely 
Mcell recited. . Count Altenberg leaned 
forward, . and seemed to listen with 
delight; then stood up, and several 
times renewed his plaudits, at first with 
a» iqipearanoe of timidity, afterwards, 
with decision and energy. Miss Geor- 
giasa Falconer really, played uncom- 
monly wdl, so that he could, without^ 
A$Mtery, applaud : and if he did exagge^ 
rate a little in the expression of his ad-: 
miration, he deemed it allowable. He 
had another object. He was absoibtely 
determined to see whether or notCaro^ 
line-Was capable i of the , mean passkmsi 
which liad disgusted htm in: her rival. 
He reflected, that he had seen her bnW 
wfaei^shd wis 'triumphant; and he < was 
anxious^td know. liow. she would . appeac 
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in diftrent oiFcmiBtaiites. ^ faer«higti 
intellectnaL endowineiilS) hei cotild tkot 
donbt, but temper, is not niwilvra^Utts- 
ing gii^en to the fair, or even to^tbe wile; 
k may seem atrange that a. gallant fimti 
fthoold think of 2l~ beauty's t&mper:; «adi 
probably, if Connt Altimbefg had- cmi« 
sidered Caroline only as abeanty, he 
woidd not have troabled himaelf to isiilDe^ 
on this point, any severe and dangerous 
scrutiny.— 

: The play ivent: on -^ ZmrBL sostaisiing 
the interest of the scenes She was bnt 
Heebiy supported by the Snlky Selima^ 
^aasd the other puts- were but ill/- per-^ 
formed) -****^ The faults common, tor vla* 
practised actors occurred. >^ Qua! of Os^ 
manVarms. never nuived, and ths. othca 
sawedtbe mvi petpetoaUy, as- if in pure 
cbsfkile of Haoeilit's probibitiQnv Tihen^ 
iik.cceaflingroverjOsnian'Wbs continnaHg 
eiitaagled in.Zara's jrobe, or, when standi* 
ing stilly ahe^wiafl' ohSged! to.tieitiilr. bit 
train ctbrioerbcfoare :sfae ' cmki get it feom 
bMnadbulUb .leadtnv£idt. f*t^ Wh<^9/imii&* 
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d^t tbat he could refpeat a spe^h 'flu- 
ently^ he was apt to torn his bade opoa 
Jhi$ mistress, or when be felt himself 
called upon to listen to his mistiiess^ be 
would regularly turn his bade upon the 
>aiidience. — 'But all these are defectsjrper* 
JOiitted by the license of a private theatre^, 
allowable by courtesy to gentlemen 
actors ; and things went on as well as 
could be expected. — Osman bad not his 
part by hearty but still Zara covered all 
^deficiencies. And Osman did no worse 
than other Osmans had done before faim^ 
till lie* came to the long speech,, beginning 
•with, . 

" The Sultans, my great ancestors, bequeathed 
Thehr empire to me, but their tastes they gav« 
. Jiot/^ 

Ppwerfal -promtihg got him through 
the first six lines decently enough^ till he , 
;came to . . 

- . . • .**' wastmg tenderness in wild profusion^ * 

' I ni^ht;lobk'dovv(i to my surrounded ieet» : 1 

An4 biesscontendings beauties.^' [ 

VOL. m. p 
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At Ibis he bungled sadly -^ his faeaifeg 
ftoddealy failing as well as his ittemory, 
there was a dead stop. «-^—^ In Vain the 
prompter, the scen^^shifter , ' the ' candle- 
sntflfer, as loud as they could, and much 
louder than they ought, reiterated the 
next sentence, 

" I might f peak, 
Serenely slothful/' 

'It was ]dain that OsiuHn cotild hot 
speak, nor was he ^* screfie." — * He had 
begun, as in dangers great he was wont, 
tB kick his left ancle-bone rapidly with 
his right heel ; and through the pomp 6f 
Osman^s oriental robes and turban 
young Petcsjf stood confessed. — »He 
threw back an angry look at th^^ promp- 
ter, — Zara, terrified, gave upall forJlost. 
— The two lady Arlingtons retreated 
behind the scenes to laugh. The polite 
audience struggled, not to smile. Count 
Altenbergat this moment looked at Ca- 
roline, who, instead of joining m Ihe 
laugh, showed by her countenance and 
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rnann^ the most gooiL Mtared sytt* 
pathy. 

Zara^ reramripig her prcfleace of JOliiAd^ 
swept across the stage ia saoh a jnaoner^ 
as to hide froQi .view her kicking^ Sultan} 
and as she passed^ she wluspened the 
line to him so distinctly^ that be caught 
the sonnd^ left off kidcing, went mi with 
his .^seedi, and all was well again. 
Connt Altenbeiig forgot to jmxi hk the 
oheering plaudits^ he was so much 
Isharmed at that instant by Garoltqe*8 
smile. 

!Fortimately for.Zara^ and for the an* 
dienoe^ in ibe next scenes the part of 
Lnsl^nah was performed by a gentleman 
ilrfao; had .been well naed to .acting-^ 
thongl^he was not a man of anyttiraoiv 
dinarj' capacity^ yeti^ from his. /MifttI of 
the hbatdjiy and his being, iperfect: in' his 
fktty J he jx>w seemed .quite la snpeki^i* 
petsdn. If was found, naaiicountablf' 
i^er to^t with this son of lahor^lkan 
with any other of die gentlemen per« 
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formers, though' thpy were all natural 
geniuses. — 

Tile momeiit Zara appeared \with Lu- 
signan, her powers shone forth — ^nothing, 
spoiled the illusion, the attention of the 
audience was fixed, their interest ws^s 
sustained^ their, feelings touched.. The 
exercise of the fan* ceased in the front 
HOMTS, glasses of lemonade were held un- 
tasted, ^and nohody. consulted the play- 
bill, rr- Excited by success, sympathy, and 
applause the most flattering, Zara went 
on with increasing eclat. 

Meanwhile the Percy family, who 
were quite intent upon the play, began 
to find their situation disagreeable from 
some' noise.behind the scenes. A party 
•of ladies, »nong whom was Lady Frances 
Arlington, stood whispering so loud close 
to'Carcdine, th^t their! voices were heard 
by her more distinctly than those of. the 
ttctolrs. Lady Frances stood half iiid be- 
tween: th^ side scenes, holding a litde 
•^rhitedog in.her armsi-^ 
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'*^ Hush !" cried ker Ladyship, putting 
Jber fingers on^her lips-— Her companions 
became silent instantly. . The house was 
now in profound attention. Zara was in 
the midst of her favourite speech— 

'* Wou}4^ you team more, and open all my heafrt ? ; 
.. Kdqw tbenr, that, spke of this renewed injustice, 

I do not — ^.cannot — wish to love you less; . 

That, long before you fooked so low as Zara, 

^he gave her heart toOsman"— 

At the name of OsnuaUy the dog started 
'and struggled : Lady f'rances appeared to 
restrain him, but he ran on the stage -r 
leaped upon Zara — ^and/at the repetition 
of the name of Osmcm, sat down on bis 
-hind legs, begged with his forepaws, and 
1)egan to whine in such a piteous manner, 
that the whole audience were oil the t>rink 
of laughter. Cait)Hne sprang forward, 
•caught the dog in her arins, and. carried 
him off the stage. Count Altenberg, no 
longer master of himself, clapped hi§ 
li'and's, and the whole -house resounded 
with applause. Miss Georgiana Falconer 
misunderstood the cause of the plaudits — 



iaaagnied tUat sbe ivas; dmoreiZ-t^MBt idowa 
ber ejes'^'^^nd^ as «eiw as iUeire was silence^ 
advanced^ and recoBniMDced. tier speeefa^; 
c( wbicbCpunt Altenbei^.did: not hear 
one word. 

This malicious trick ]bad been contrived 
by Lady Frances Arlington^ to rerenge 
herself on Miss Georgiana Falconer, for 
having prevented her from taking a part 
in the play. Her Ladyship had, in the 
coarse of the rehearsals, privately drilled 
ber dog t6 answer totfa^ name oiOsmMfiy 
wbeii that name h^As profloukMsled in Z^riC^ 
iragic tone. The. dog :had beeli keptouft 
of the way; till Kara. w«^ in.tbe middte 
oftbat speech^ in which she calls reprat- 
edly Qti' the nam6 of Oqitnan. Tbi^ trick 
bad been so Well contrived^ that allj b^ 
those who were in the secret,, imngined 
that th^ appearance of the dog, ki tbia 
nnlacky moment, bad been atcidental. 
The truth begani indeed> to be soon whis^ 
]pered in confidence. 

Bot to return to CoorUt Altenbei;g; At 
the commencement of the play, when 
the idea of trying Choline's temper bad 
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Occurred to him, be* had felt some anx«* 
iety, lest all the high esqaectatipos he ha4 
fbrmiedj all the bright enchantmept, 
should Tanish.-^In the first act, he bad 
begnn by joining timidly in the general 
applause of Z^x^,, dreading lest Caroline 
should, not be blessed with that temper, 
which could bear the praises of a rival 
**with un wounded ear/' But the Count 
applauded with more confidence in the 
;9econd act, daring the third was quite at 
his ease, and in tb? fifth, could net for- 
^ye himself for having supposed it possi- 
l^e, that Caroline could be liable to apy 
of the fo]Ue3 of her sex. 

In the mean time Miss Georgiana Fal- 
eoner, in high spirits, intoxicated with, 
vanity, was persuaded that the Count 
had returned to his senses ; and so little 
did she know of his character, or of the 
human heait, as to expect that a de- 
claration of love would soon follow this 
public profession of admiration. Such 
was the confusion of her ideas, that she 
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was confident Zara was on the point of 
becoming Countess of Altenberg. 

After the play was over, and a thou- 
aand compfiments had been paid and 
received, most of the company called for 
their carriages. The honse emptied fast : 
there remained only a select party, who 
were to stay supper. They soon adjourn- 
ed to the green room to repeat their tri- 
bute of applause to the actors. — High in 
the midst stood Miss Georgiana Falconer, 
receiving incense from a crowd of ador**- 
ers. — As Coant Altenberg approached, 
she assumed a languishing air of softness- 
and sensibility. The Count said all that' 
could reasonably be expected, but his 
compliments did not seem quite to satisfy 
the lady. She was in hopes that he was 
going to say something more to her taste, 
when French Clay pressed forward, which' 
he did with an air neither French nor 
English. — He protested, that he could riot 
have conceived it possible for the powers 
of any actress upon earth to interest him 
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ibr the English Zara, ^^bat you^ Mi^ 
dam,*' said he^ ^^ h^ve done the iniposd^ 
bk% — And now I should die content^ if I 
i!oiild toe your genius do justice to Zaire. 
— How you would shine in the divine oti- 
tgioal^ when -you could dd such w<uiders 
for a miserable translation.'" . ' •* 

Several gentlemen^ and among others 
'Mr. Percy, would not alk)w that: the 
English tnanslation d^sctrved to be .called 
mis^sd^le. -^ ^^ The wrongf' side^ of, the 
tapestry we <;annot exped: should be-quite 
'ecjual to the right side," said he j/t* Vol- 
taire pointed out a fciwodd ends here. and 
there, which dtsiignred the work^ and re- 
qmred to be cut off-y but uponr the! whole, 
if I recollect, he was satisfied .with 'the 
piece, and complimented Mr. Hill . updh 
having preserv.ed the general design, J3>i- 
Pit, andsimplii^ity of the original*' 

^* Mere politeness^ in M. de Voltaire !" 

fc^ltjBd Frenirh'^Clayv ^t* but, in -efiect, 

Zaire is abs<>lutely incapdble of any thtn^ 

\mov^ than being dbne.tWo English .r—Fori 

e5 
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mL$mj^i will atiy body. bAra the goodiieMi 
totelt me^"* said he^ loioldng rounds- fttfd 
fbdng bis look of app^l oni Mi^C^iKf- 
JBqe P^icy • « . • ^^ how would yoa itranfr* 
lalellie fbmdiis ^ Zaire t^^vausphur^^r'* 
/^ Is not it translated ? '* said Caroline^ 
♦* by * Zara ! yoo wbepr "— 

^* Ah! fordimnez moiV^ cried Frendb 
Clay, with a shrtig. roieant to . be Fre^^^ 
bdt ^ich Gn§l^^ shoulders, contd' isft 
clevwly ezecate»<ie;s^^^;il& pwdsmimi to 
ttif ears iiov that s«]^ afiibiiif /* 

** To Mr 'feelings it said » great de^ 
Vjnst J3M3M^,'* aaiA GaroUtte, lodkiilg at Zani 
in i flMuoner which waa bsfcnpon hei^ Mir 
.v^gAy bnfcnot w^ Count AH*nberg*f^: ; 

''Ah, iiidi&taMyl^^mit;* cried .IMff. 
CSay, ^ La bemU^ tsi t^f^mts dans son 
pajfs, a&d tears fortniiat^l); peed no tpftof- 
lation^i-^bui whdn . we' corae te^ wof4p, 
yoa'ntBl allow me, Ma(*aai,. that the lap- 
gMge idf fine feeling. is ^bs^lbtelf iu»- 
transkteaUe^ tmhnm^is^de.^* 

Cavriine seeaeditQ'wIjifc t4 a¥endbeki|^ 



dmwnifoiiwaTd to^foTtber discussion^ but 
Mr. Clajc. repeated; in a tone of soft coh¥ 
descension-^— 

^^ Yonr silence flatters me with tbe 
hdjie^ Ma^am^ that we agree?*' 

Caroline could not snhmit to this in- 
terpretation of her sil<»oe^ and blushing, 
hat 'Without being disjconoerted^ she an* 
swered, that she bad always heard, and 
titii^d/ it^ae the test of true feeling, 
HSb of true wit, that it can be easily un- 
dersitood, and that it's langaage is uni-* 
•Tersal. 

■^^ If I h^ ever doubted' that truth/* 
sard Count Akenberg, -^^ i should have 
been convinced 6f it by what I have seen 
and heard this night/' 

Miss Georgiana Falconer bowed her 
h^d gi^cibusly to ^e Coisntj and smiled 
atad sighed. Lady Frances - Arlington, 
«nd Rosamond, smited at ^he same mo- 
ment, for they p^fdeived by tlie univctt^i 
sal languageof the eye, — that what Count 
;Akfenbei^ said was not. iatended for the 
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lady, who took it so decidedly to herse}f. 
This was the second time this night, that 
Miss Georgiana Falconer*s vanity bad 
appropriated to herself a con^pliment^'in 
which she had no share. Yet, even at 
this moment, which, as she conceived, 
was a moment of triumph, while she was 
encircled by adorers, while the voice, of 
praise yet vibrated in her ears, she feh 
anguish at perceiving the serenity of het 
rival's countenance, and however strange 
it may appear, actually envied Caroline 
for not being envious. 

Mrs. Falconer, skilled in'everjr t;oritof 
her daughter's temper^ which she was 
now obliged to follow and humor, or dexr 
terously to counteract, lest it should ruiq 
<ill sdhemeft for her establis^hment, saw the 
cloud gathering oh Zara's brow, and imi 
mediately fixed the attiention <if the comr 
pany upon the beauty of her dress, and 
the fine fold^l of her velvet train. She 
commenced lamentations on the difier*^ 
ence between English and French velvets. 
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«*^ French' Clay, as she bad foreseen^ toolf 
Tip the word, and talkied of velvets tiU 
.supper, was announced. — 

When Mrs. Falconer attended Lady 
Traat and Lady Kew to tberr rooms, ^ 
noctariial. conference was held in. Lady 
IVaal's, apartment, ,w:h^re, of course, ia 
the., mosb coufidentia;! manner/ their Lor 
dj^ships sat talking over' tl^^j^vents of the 
day, suid of some, matters too it^teresting 
to be spc^n of in general society. They 
began to congratulate Mrs. Falconer upon 
the iii]^res$ion, which Zara had mad^ 
on Coiint Alteiiberg. — But the wily mo- 
ther reprejssied theis p^rematuie felidtd- 
tiQt$» She protected '^ she was positive- 
ly ^certaiil, that the person \u question had 
jHtiP QOthongbts ofjQevrgiafia) scyzh a§ 
their Ladyships' partiality to her, might 
lead. them;' to suppose.: — lAud now, when 
thj9 business WHS (wer, she might veptare 
t0, decl^r^, that uothiug could have per^ 
saitded her to let a, d^ng^it^ of hqr^ marry 
a, foreignier. -*-r She should have b^n . sony 
to give oSbnoe to such sm. amiable apd.w^ 
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infbmied yomng nobleman ; and she really 
TCJoiced^ thflt, if her ftentimentB had 
been .... as no donbt^ by a person of 
bis penetration they most ha^e been dis^ 
covered, Connt Altenberg had taken the 
hint withont being oflfended. ' Indeed she 
had felt it a point of conseience to^ itt 
the tmth be seen time enoogh, to prnveat 
his coming to a downright pr^^sal^ atvd 
having the mortification of an absohite 
refnssd. — Other mothers^ she-knew^ might 
feel differently abont giving a danghteptd 
a foreigner, and other young ladies ttii^t 
feel differently from her Georgiana. -*>• 
Where there was so great an- estabUsbt 
went in prospect, and rank, andfashi&if, 
and fignre> to say nothing of talents, it 
could hardly be expected, that such temp- 
tations should be resisted m a fier^nfoh 
inifyy where it was so very desii'able, an4 
indeed necessary to get a daughter mar*- 
lied without a portion/^ Mrs. Fakoner 
declared, ^^ that ovt every* account she 
theuld rejoice, if things should happen to 
tnm out so, l%e present obj^t was 



PATS0N&6B. Ill 

4Tery« wctyr worthy, andr cbanning* She 
WAS a yonng lady for whom^. evjamfirom 
tb^. little she bad seen of her^ she con- 
filfised.sbe felt uneommonly iatetested,-^ 
piittingi^tatiaiiibip out of the qmestionJ* 
llHia baling tfith aUe geoeml^ip 
HTured a^xetpeat lor bei^elf and for 
h^ dangbt^^ Mrs* FaLconer rdwceA to 

• Bofly 1^ nex% mdmlog^ oner of Lord 
OlIilbQnMi^^a. gpeom bimigbfc a note £«r 
Ifv* :^^. --^iCotaiinimMttf r Faiooner^^ 
COfdldei^tial servantt tMk the note , Inor 
«iediatei|r np tot his ataeterTs.baldb^mheir, 
to infjpiinB^. whether k ^aoold be pseper to 
ivalmi Mr». Percy ta g^ye it to him^ os to 
n^lart the ^grMm wait tall Mr« Bewy 
should come dowti. to bneakfast. 

The? Cottanussibner wt up in hk hed^ 
rubbed his eyesy read the dicfction of lAie 
note^ many times tamed ancL returned it^ 
aii4 desured to ^ee the jmh who brought 
dMi'-^Tbfd groom was sho^fen in. . 
'' Ho# ismy LordTs goni^'* 
^^ Qnites weU> Sir -^ my Lord: wa» out 
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yesterday in the park, -^ both a hol-sebadt 
and a foot.'* - 

- *^ I am very happy to^ hear it. And 
pray did any despatches come last night 
from Town, can yon tell, Sir ? " — 

*^ I really can-t particularly 9ay> Sir, — 
I was ont with the horses/* — - 

' ' " Bat aboot this ndteJ " jsaid the Comv 

missioner. 

, . The result of the* cross examination 
that followed gave reason to belieye, that 
the note contained an invitation to brdak- 
-fest, *^ because be hadheard Mr. Rofdi* 
ney, iny Lord's own gen^eman, tell the 
man whose business* it was to attend A 
breakfast, that -my. Lord' would breakfast 
in his own room, and: expected^ a friend 
to breakfast with him." 

^ A. friend-^ Hum I Was there no note 
tome?. — no message h"* > - ■ 

." None, Sir^r-^as Iknow.^ . : 

" Very ' extraordinary," w-.^ Mr** Fal- 
coner indined to ckeep the man till 
breakfast time, but lie would pot be^ 
kept^ he bad orderS' to return* witll am 
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answer imrnediately, and he had been on 
the fidgets all the time the Commissioner 
had been detaining him, for Lord Old- 
borongh's messengers could not venture 
to delay — The note was consequently 
delivered to Mr. Percy immediately, and 
Mr. Percy went to breakfast at Cler- 
mont-Park. The Commissioner's break- 
fast was spoiled by the curiosity . thid 
invitation excited, and he was obliged to 
chew green tea for the heart-burn with; 
great diligehce.-r-Meantime the company 
were all talking the play over and oyer 
again^. till at last, when even Zara ap- 
fieiared satiated with the sul^ect^ the con- 
versation diverged a little to other topics. 
— ^Dnlnckily Trench Clay usurped so 
large a portion of attention, that Count 
Altenberg's voice was, for some time^ 
scarcely heard — ^The contrast was striking 
between a relUy well bred polished 
foreigner, and a man, who, having kept 
bad company abroad, and having formed 
himself on a few bad models, presented, 
an 'exaggerated' imitation of those who 
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were ridicolous, detested^ or nnknowB^ 
ip good society at Paris $ and whom 
the nation wonld utterly disdaim as rt* 
presentativefi of their morals or man* 

ners. ^At this period of theu* acquaint- 

wee with Count Altep^i^, every dr-. 
cnmstauce wfaicfa drew out his character^ 
tastes^ and opimons> was interesting to the 
Percy family, in general^ and in partieu^ 
lirr to Carolioe< - The most common- 
place and disagreeable churacters oAeii 
promoted thia. pmrpose, and thm. afr 
foi'ded m^ap!i9of ayiusemesit^.ftDd. mFate^^ 
rials ,ferrefleetion;**-*TowardS'the end of 
breakfait,^ the oewspapers weria. brought 
in'— TheComnriisionei^i wbo.had wo^-f 
dered frequently! what cxrald make them^ 
so late^ aeized upon the |^v«nimentt 
paper direetly> which he pocketed and, 
jj^tsred^ . aftta- handing other newspapers 
to. Cimnt Altfenbferg, bxM: - to. the Mr/ 
Glays; — English Clay, getting down hi^ 
wdl, sugared cup .of tea^ leaving « 
tiappily> pr^pafed. iborsel of ham and^ 
bread and hotter ob his |>liite# toro^ hia. 
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l>ad£ upon the ladies, and comfortably 

settlingL. himself !with;hit mia over his 

chair, and the light fall opeft London 

newBy.lwgan to. read to himself i — Gonnt 

Altenb;^^ glanced at OmtinBatabnewSy at 

he anHolded his papear, but instantly tutneid 

t0i: GqzettkExtramdinar^^.vA'}^^ laid 

before Mrs. ji^alooner^. She p^focated 

\mm, if it uras not> too. moch ttfooble; td 

rf^aditoilottd ^^ ^' I bope my.fordign ac* 

f^t^^wrll not make it nnintelligible,? 

snid . lie,- and'ivitfaoat farther preiacey of 

ei^nesMeiiil^; tiowbewas^ tpi^appaar hlm^ 

aet^ ^ be^^bsyed^ «*--Tfaos^. he hanli n<lt a 

perfectly EftgUsh^aeaaty'he^showedctfaat 

ha had a thoroughly EogUdk hesr<>- by 

tM J<7 and^pride hetodc m leading la 

aeooimt of a:gmiit 3Rti^ory« . 

. . £n§U^ Clay^ turned ronndinpoii his 

qksATi, and .setting, his arms^ a kimbo, with 

th^ neiffipaper^till fast in his hand, and 

his elbow sticking ont across Lady Anna 

Arlmi^ton,. sat facing the Connt, and 

listing %o him with a look of ^irpiise^-^ 

. ? Wh^y.d'^t'-T'Hnlmp^ but you-re*. a good 
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fellow after all!'* — exclaimed he^ » > 
^^ tbosghi yoo are not an English-* 
inan !"-^- . 

. *^ By the mother's side, I am. Sir/"" 
replied Count Altenberg.— r>' I may boast 
that I am at least half an Englishman.-' 

^' Half, is better than the whole/* said 
French Clay, scornfully* — . ' . 
< . ^^ By the Lord, I could have sworn,, 
his motlier, or some of his blood, Eng- 
lish," cried English Clay* r^^ I beg 

yoar pardoo, Ma'am — Afraid I annoy 
your Ladyship?" added he,'*7)eTC€lving 
that the Lady Anne haughtily retreated 
from his ofiendiog elbow. 

Then sensible of having committed 
himself by his sudden burst of feeling, 
he coloured all over, took up his tea, ' 
drank as if he wished to hide bis face for 
ever in the cup, — recovered his head with 
mighty effwt— ^imed roilhd again to his 
newspaper, and was cold and silent as be* 
fore> His brother meanwhile was, or 

afiected to be, m<Hne intent upon soqie 
Mn sfurie, that he was preparing for hna- 
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self, than upon the fate of the anny and 

navy of Spain or England. r-Risine 

from- the bifeakfast table he went into the 
adjoining room, and threw himself at fnll 
length npon a sofa Lady Frances Ar- 
lington, who detested politics, immedi- 
ately followed, and led the way to a work 
table, roand which the ladies gathered, 
arid formed themselves in a few miriiites 
into a committee, of dress, all speaking at 
once ; Count Altenberg went with the 
ladies out of the breakfast room, where 
English Clay would have been happy ta 
have remained alone; b»t being inter- 
rapted by the entrance of the servant^ 
he cDuId not enjoy peaceable possession, 
and he was compelled also to follow :— 
\getting as far as be could from the female 
committee, he took Fetcalf into a : win- 
dow to talk of horses, and. commenced, a 
history of the thousand colts of Regulus, 
and of the plates they had won — * • 

French Clay, rising from the >sofa, and 
' adjusting his cravat at a looking-glass, 
.carelessly: said, addressing himself . to 
Count Altenberg,—''! ^ think, M. k 



118 MTfipNAOB. 

Oomte^ I keard yoa lay scnnetihk^ abant 
public feeliBgs. 'Now^ J do not ccHxipre^ 
bend precisely wbatis meant by 'ptdblic 
feelings ; for my part I am free to confess^ 
(kat Ifaavenone.** 

^^l certainly mn^t have exffressei 
myself ill/' replied Comnt Aitenbeig^-^ 
^^ilstionld bave said Move of oar coan^ 
try." 

Mrs. Pefcy^ Rosamond^ and. GaroUne^ 
escaped from the committee of dress> 
were now eagerly li^itening to tiiiis con« 
TetsatioD. 

" And if yoti bad, M. le Comte, I 
vight en pMhsophe have been pennitted 
to aik," replied French Clay, "^trhat ii^ 
lov^ of our country, but a mere prejiidke ? 
-*-'And tb a person of an enumcipMed 
mind th^t word sa^ys ' volumes* "As- 
duredly iM. >le Comfte mil allow, land 
WvM feel well, that no prejudice *ver 
was or^ean'be useful' to mankfndl*' 

The Count i'fuUy admitted, that ^ti^ 
lity is the best human test by whiek air 
fifentiment, as well as^ evbry thiti|g i^e, 
Can be-tc^GMt; Ibut he :obaeffT^> ^ tlidt 
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Mr. Clay had not yet proved low of our 
country to be a useless or pemicioos 
principle of aetioD. And by bis own 
argoment, if it can ^ proved to be 
nsefiil^ it «boald not be called in tbe 
invMious tense :of tbe word^ a prefn** 
dice;' 

" Trtre*— But the labor- of thoiproof 
fortnnately t^sts. wiib yon, M. le Comtel'- 

Count Aitenberg ansvreredm French^ 
speaking T^ry rapidly. 

'^ It is^ Ubor saved me fortnnately, by 
tbe reoorded experience of all -bistory,: by 
tbe testimony of the wisest, and tbe best 
in ^1 eonntries aneient and modem^^AU 
agree 'in- proclaiming love of our oonntry 
to be one of tbe most pow^eiinl, most per** 
maneiit motives to good and great actions. 
«^The BSfc^t expansive elevating principle 
•-^eLevaiiog without* danger, — expansive 
witlioat waste. -^'Tbe principle: to wbiek 
the legiUlator lo^k» fbr the preservative 
sigainst corruption' in states ; •^^ta which 
tbe moralist turns for tbe.antidt>te against 
selfishness in indivi^nalii^-^Recollect^name 
any greats character andient' or ijiod^rn-^ 



120 JpATRONAGj:. 

Isnot love ol bis coaatry ,obe of his yir- 
taes ? •— » Can you draw • . • Can yau ,€on- 
ceiv€ :a greiat' character — A gri^at w. a 
good;chbi)acterr— ^or even a safe miember 
of sodefy^T- Without it, a man bangs 
loose upon' society, as yo^r. Qwn Bnrke 
says . . . ." 

"Ahl M. Ic Comte!" criei.Clay, 
shrinking with affected horror, — ^^ I re- 
pent, I see what I have brought upon 
myself; after Burke will come Cioero^ 
arid after Cicero all Rome^ Coithage, 
Athens, Lacedemon. — Oh ! spai^ me ! 
since I was a. school boy, I could never 
suffer, those names ; — Ah ! M. le Conite^ 
de grace! — I know I have put! myself 
4n the case to be buried alive under a load 
x>f quotations/' 

The Count, with th«d; good liumar 
which disappoints ridicule, ^m'Ued^ and 
•checked bis enthusiasm — 

^^ Is therei^ptia kind oC.eQttfajuaiasxa;,'' 
saidMns^P^rcy, ^^ which is ^s i;iece$saf y 
to virtue 48 to genius ? " . ; i / 

French Cljay shodk his head — "fllfi 
was sorry tp differ from a lady;. a$ a^alr 
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laiti inan J he kneir be Was wtotig; hot as^ 
a pbikxsephjer ha: codld dot patronise fn*: 
Umsiasm. It was the busine$a be appr^. 
bended of ^Uosopby to cSorreejt ^wd ex- 
tingaish entbusiasoi.'' 

^ I have heard my brother say/* in- 
terposed Rosamond, ^^ that it is ^ favorite, 
maxinv of law, that the extreitie of jus- 
tice is the extreme of injustice -^ perhaps 
tlvis maaeim niay be &]|)p)ied to ^hiio$o- 
pby, as well as. to law.*' 

^^ Why e^iiagfrisb enthusiasm?'' eried, 
CayoHhe- /^ It h xidt surely tbe bu^i- 

nesa.of philosophy to extinguish, Init to. 

direct: It J Does not enthnsiasm^ well 

directed, igiv& life amd-^mer^ to: fidl ibat 

i% good^and f^e^, ?"!',/ 
There wbs %o Bweh ^Ufe and energy in. 

GarcfKae^s beaiitiftd vwiififcenaiice, that 

- ''A^i<j&\i;hvemmH he, . '' laiei^ is. 
op0 ^^igbt ; f iKUJh^twbce^ iwhicb p^rsMMis 
of fe^U^s; shorid cfinsidw, that the evils 
«nd bpFiv?« of M^w. we product by. this 
- iVOL* HI, G 
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Tcry principle, which some pebple think' 
so usefal to mankind, thb famoas love of 
<mr country." 

Count Altenberg asked, whether ^^ wars 
had not more frequently arisen from the 
unlawful fancies, which princes and :con- 
qnerors are apt to take for the territo-. 
ries of their neighbors, than from the le- 
gitimate love of their own country? '* 

French^Clay, hurried by a smile lie. 
saw on Rosamond's lips, changed his; 
ground again for the worse, and said, 
^^ he was tiot speaking of wars, of foreign 
conquests, Imt ^of defensive wars, where 
jbolish people, from an absurd ' love "of 
their own country, that is, . of - certain 
barren mountains, of a few acres of. 
snow, or of collections of old houses and 
churches, called capital cities, will expose 
themselves to fire, flame, and famine, and 
will stand to be cut to pieces inch^ibeal, 
rather than t4> submit to a conqueror, 
who might, ten to one, be a more civifiz-** 
ed or cleverer sort of a person than their 
^wn rulers, and under whom they might 



PATltONAGE, 123 

enjoy all thelaxuries/df life — cbanging 
only the name of their cotiotry for some 
other equally well-sounding name; and 
perhaps- adopting a few new feiws^ in- 
stead of what they might have been in 
the habit from their childhood of wor- 
shipping, as a wittenagemote^ or a diet, or 
a cdnstitation, — For my pait,". conclud- 
ed French Clay, — i- " I have accustomed 
myself to go to the bottom of things. I 
have dppmfondied. I have not .suffered 
toy understanding to be pardh/sed.r^l 
•have made my own analysis of happi- 
ness, and lind t^at your legislators,* and 
moralists^ and patriots would juggle me 
4>ut of many soli!3 physical comforts, by 
engaging' me to fight for enthusimms 
^vl^ich do me no manner of good.** 

Connt Altenberg's countenance had 
dushed with indigantion, and cooled 
with contempt several times during Mr. 
Clay's -speech,— -Beginning in a«l(>^ com- 
pose^d voice, he first answered, whatever 
pretence to- reason it contained^ —* la 
tbe^ analysis of hunia^ happiness^ he 
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ebs6Fved> Mr^.Glay liad bounded his 

to physical comforts-^ this was tedticn 

vag oivilized man, below even the sa-^ 

vage, and neairly to the state of brtit^id 

-^did MrXlay choose to leave out all 

intellectaal pleasores — ^^all the pleasores 

of self complacency^ self approbation, 

and symjiathy? Bnt supposing that he 

was content to bound his happiness^ in^ 

elegant and low, to such narrow limits, 

Connt Altenberg observed, he did not 

provide for the security, even of that 

poor* portion. If he was ready to give 

up the liberty or the free constitution of 

the country in which he resided, ready 

to live under tyrants and tyranny, 

liow could he be secure for a year, a 

day, ei^en an hour, of his Epkureaa pa^ 

Iradise ? . ' " 

Mr. Clay acknawledgeid, that '^ in this 
point of view, it faiiglit be awkward to 
live in a conqdened country; hot if a 
man has talents to make himself agree* 
able to the powers that be^ and money 
in h^spurse, that can never totich him, 



PATRONAOa 125 

vhMun pour soi^^ et ionisok fm mal y 

" Is it in Engfana ?-^ Oh\ caa it be 
ki England, and! from an Englisbmad, 
that I bear such ^ebttments ! *' exclaimed 
Codnt Alteiiberg. --^ ^^ Such I have htard 
ofi the Continent — snch we have heard 
the precursors of the ruin^ disgrace^ da^ 
fitrdction of tfte 'f>rinoe3 and nations of 
'Enxiope.'* 

Sonie painful reflections or reoollectioiis 
seemed to absorb the Count for a few 
moments.. 

" Foi d'hofm^ie homme et de philaso- 
phe!'' French Clay declared^ "that for 
his own part he cared not who ruled or 
how^ who was conqueror^ or whatwas- 
conqueredj provided Champagne and 
Bargundy were left to him by the con- 
queror." 

Rosamond " thought it was a pity 
Mr* Clay was not married to the lady, 
who said she did not care what revolu- 
tions happened^ as long as she had her 
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roast diicken^ and ber littk game at 
cards.** 
' *f Happeb what will,** coQtimied Erench 
Clay^' '' I bay» two hniMlred thonsand 
fowad$, we]] counted ^ as to the' rest jt 
is quite uildifferent to me^ whether Elng- 
land be called England or France ■ 
-For/* conclnded he^ walking off to the 
coimnittee of dress^ '^ after all I have 
heard, I recnc to my first question^ what 
is coQUftry — or, as people term it, their 
native.landF* 

" Breathes there the man with soul so dead. 
Who nerer to hiniself has saidy 
* This- is my own, iny native land? 
AVhostf heart has ne'er witiiin him barn'd, 
, As home his footsteps he hath turh'd^ 
From wandering on a foreign strand ? 
If such- there be, go mark him weU, 
High thongh his titles, proud his fame. 
Boundless his wealth, as wish can claim* 
The wretch, concentred all ia self» 
Living shall forfeit fair renown. 
And do\ibly dying shall go down. 
To the vile dost from whence he sprung^ . 
Unwept, unhonor'd> and unsung.'* 
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These lines, came ftill into Caroline s 
recollection wliilst Frendi Clay spoke : 
as he walked away^ a p^ose ensued — 
Caroline asked Count Altenberg, who 
aeemed well accpiainted whh English 
literatnre, '^ if he had ever read Scotf s 
Lay of the Last Minstrel ? '^ 

The Connt smiled^ and replied, 
. " * Breathes there the man with soul so dead» 
Who never lo himself has said/ — 

any of those beautiful lines ? ** 

Caroline blushed. 

At this moment Mrs. Falconer return- 
ed, and throwing a reconiloitring glance 
round the room to see how the company 
had disposed of themselves, was well 
pleased to observe French Clay leaning 
on the back of Georgiana*s eh4if9'^nd 
giving her his- opinion about SQQie artifi- 
cial flowers.—- The ladies/had bten can- 
suiting upon the manner in which the 
characters in ^^ Love in a Villjge,*!'-^— or 
'^the Lord of the Manor,'* should be 
.dressed^, and Miss Afabella Falconer had 



128 PATRONAGE. 

not yet completely jdeteitBined on n/hich 
' piew^ or which dress sUe preferred. She 
was glad that the Percys had. beeu^kept 
'£rom this committee, because,: as they 
were not to be asKoed to the edtertdls- 
< inent, it was a subject she .could not dis- 
cuss before them. Wheiievec th^y bad H|i- 
proached the table, the young lu^die^Jbad 
talked only of f^bions iu general; -^and 
now, as Mrs. Percy and • Cnrolirie fol- 
lowed by Count Altenberg joined. tbem, 
Mrs. Falconer put aside a volume of 
|>lays, containing ** the Lord of \ the 
Manor, &;c.,'* and taking up another 
booU, said sometbing about the imbiorlal 
bard to £ng1ish Clay, who hsppiened tb 
be near her. He replied, 

^^ I hate every edition of Shakspeaiv, 
that ever was printed or published, aufl 
trrery thinjg that ever was written about 
bim-,good, bad, or indifferent, at Clay- 
HaU. r-^ I made this a principle, and 1 
thinly every Englishman should do the 
seme — JTowr Mr. Voltaire,** added this 
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polite Englishman, turning to Count Al-^ 
tenberg, ^' made a fine example of bim* 
self by dashing at our Shakspeare ? ** 

** Undoubtedly^ Voltaire shdwed h* 
did not understand Sbakspeate, and, 
therefore, did not do him juttic^/* re«- 
pKed Count Altenberg. '^ Even Vol- 
taire had some tinge of national preju<* 
dice, as well as other men. It was re* 
served for women, to iset us in this iu«- 
jstahce, as in many others^ an example 
at once of superior candor^ and superior 
talent.*' 

English' Clay puUed up his bobts, and 
with a look of cool contempt, said, 

^^I see you are a lady's man, Mon- 



sieur.'*- 



Count Altenbei^ replied, '^ that if a 
lady's man means an admirer of the fair 
sex, he was proud to feet tkat-he deseiv- 
ed that compliment;" and with. much 
warmth he pronounced such a paocgyrie 
upon that sex, without vc^om, ^^ le comt^ 
mmcemeni de la vie est saw seanirSykfn» 
lieu sans pkashrp et la fin sans constdatian, 
G 5 
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that even Lady Aime Arlington raised 
her head from the band on whidi k re- 
rlined, and every female eye turned iipoa 
him with approbation. 

"Oh! what a lover he will teakeVif 
ever he is Jo love,** cried lady Frances 
Arlington^ who-' never scrdpled saying 
any thing that came into ber head.'-^^^ I 
beg pardon^ J believe I have said spnie- 
thing very shocking. — ^ — Georgiana,. my 
dear^ I protest I was not thinking of ; « . 
... Bnt what a disturbance I have made 
amongst all yonr faces, ladies — md.gkn- 
tlemen^^ repeated her Ladyship, looking 
archly at the Coant, whose face' at this 
moment glowed manifestly -^ ^ ^ ancf' all 
because gentlemen and ladies- don't mind 
their' gi-ammar- ^nd tlieii* tenses-^-=-Now 
don't you recollect — I call nptm Mrs. 
Falconer^ who really has some pi^esence 
of . . • :**.touritenatice,. — I call upon.Mrs. 
Falconer^ to witiiess <liat I ' said ' if-^ 
And, pray coniprehend me, M. le Comte, 
ebe I musit sqppear excessively rude, I 
did. not mean to say any. thing of the 



.PATRONAGE. 131 

.present or the ps^st,. but only'of the fu- 
ture. 

.. The Count recovering' his presence of 
mind^ and pt^esence'qf countenance, turned 
.to a little. Cupid on the mantle-piece, 
and playfully doing homage befpre it^ 
repeated, 

*' Qui que tu sois voici ton maitre, 
II Test, le fat —on le. dait Strc/* 

^^Oh! charming, Oh I for. a tran^Ia- 
.tioik,*' d-icd Mrs. Falconer, glad to turn 
the attention' from Georgians — "Lady 
Frances ^. . . . Ladies^ some of you . i . . 
Miss Percy, here's my penciL" 
• Here they were, interrhpted by Mn 
Percy's return from Lord Oldborou^Vs. 
;: The Comziiissi(»)er'foUowed Mr. Percy 
into thi& room, and' asked, and tr^s aii'^ 
sw^ered a variety of 'questions about de- 
spatches from town ;; trying, but in vain^ 
to find what had been going fdrward* 
At la9t he endiid with a look of absbdce, 
land, A declarjalioijL that he , W^ ^^ qui(e 
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•happy to War^ that LordlOl^Ibdroagii liii&/ 
so completely got rid of his gout."* 

^ Completely/' said Mr. Percy— 
^ And he desires me to tell yon, that it 
will be neciessary for him to return to 
town in a few days.** 

'^ In a few days!*' cried theCommij^- 
sioner.— » 

^^ In a few days 1 '* repeated severed; 
Toices^ in different tones. 

'^ In a few days ! — Gracious Heav^ii) 
omd what %ai become of ^ the Lord rf 
the Manor ! ' '* cried Miss Falconer. 
. f^ Gently^ my Arabella 1 . never ndse 
your voice so high — 'yon, who are a ma- 
sidan,*'-r- said Mrs, Falconer -^'^ and $q 
sweet ^a voice as yon have ^^ in general 
%^ Besides/' added she, drawing her: 
apart, ^^ yov foi^t that yon should not 
«pMk of ^ the Lord of the Manor/ be^ 
form' the Percys, As they are not to be 

aAed." 

. ^ To be «ire.i^Pray l^p ybn&r lertN 

per^, BeU, if-yoa-eaii^ to a miuviM/f: 
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whispered Miss Gteorglana*-^*^ you s<fe 
they have mog for the carriage/* 

Mrs. Falconer hegan to entreat Mri. 
¥6t0f would not be m a hurry fb run 
away ; but to het* gi^etlt joy the carriage 
came io the door. « • 

At parting with Count Altenberg, Mr. 
Percy said^ that ho should do himself thfe 
pleasure of jetuming the visit, with 
which the Count had hbnbred him^ and 
■r^etted that they were so soon to lose 
his company in this part of the world. -^ 
<*' We wlio live so much retired^ shalifed 
the loss particulariy." 

• The ^unt evidendy^ agitated — only 
saldv ift aliE)W vmce— " We'are not part- 
ing y^^ — ^we shall meetag&in — I bope-^ 
Do yott ever go to Londot ?** — 

• • "Never;*— • 

*' At all events vi'e mtr^^ mtet again"~ 
said tke Count. 

The ladies had all collected atthe open 
windows^ to see the departure of tbi^ 
Penyh; but Miss Georgiana !l^dconer 
cooid learn nothing from l}ie mminef ' ih 
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.which the Count hanxled' Caroline intp 
the carriage — It did not appear even 
that he spoke to her. 

On his retorn, the MiS5 l^alcooers, wd 
the Lady Arliqgton^^ [wotc: of .-course 
talking of those who. had ju^t left (he 
bouse. — ^There was at .firsjt but ojie yoice 
in praise of Caroline's besiuty.and W^lits 
— elegance, and simplicity of manner. 
Mrs. Falconer set the example, . L^dy 
Frances Arlington and Miss Georgii^ia 
Falconer extolled her in the bighe^ 
terms, one to provoke, the other^ nQV to 
appear provoked. ' 
' " La!'* said Lady Frances — ^^ h^w we 
may mistake even the people we kiK>w 
best— Georgjana, can you conceive it? I 
never should* have guessed^ if you had 
not told me, that Miss .Caroline Percy 
was • such a favorite of yours. ~ Do you 
know now, so little penetration have' I, I 
should have thought that you rather ;dis- 
.Hked her." • . t 

" You are quite^ rijght, my dear La(|)r 
Frances/' — cried Mrs; .Fjdcaner.^ " S 
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give you credit for your penetration — 
entre musy Miss Caroline Percy is no fa- 
vorite of Georgiana's.'* 

Geargiana actually o])eued . her eyes 
^ith astonishment^ and thought her mo- 
uther did Hot know what she was saying, 
• and that slie certainly did not perceive 
-that Count Altenberg was in the room.* 
- " Count Altenberg, is this' the. book 
you* are looking for? "said the young 
lady, pronouncing Count Alten'berg's 
name very distinctly, to put her matthex 
on her guard. 

Mrs. Falconer continued precisely in 
the same tone.-—" Gebrgiana does jus- 
tice, I am' sure, to Miss Percy^s merit 
and charms ; but the truth is, she does 
not like hei', and Geoi-giana has too 
inuch frankness to conceal it.; atid now 
*C0fne hei'e, atid under the ro^e I will tell 
you th^ reason.'*— ^In a half whisper, :but 
pWfectJy intdligible to every one in thp 
.room^ Mrs. Falconer w^nt ojfi. — " Geaiv 
giana's favorite brother; BuckhUfst . # i.. 
did you never, hear it ? • • • • l^ days; of 
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yore/ there wasr an attacliment • . • Btidc-* 
hnrst, yon know, is very ardent in his at- 
tachments — desperately in love he tiras 
.... arid no wonder.-^ But ... at that 
time he was nobody •• . . he was nnprcT- 
vided for, and the youtig lady had a good 
foitnne then . , . . her father wonld bav^ 
him go to the Bar — against the Commis- 
aioner's wishes .... You know a young 
man will do any thing if Be is in l6vi, 
and is encouraged ....I don*t k)ioi^> 
how the thiOg went on, or off, but 
Buckhnrst found himself disappointed aft 
last/ and was 90 nsiseltible about it — 
ready to break ^ hts heart — Ydti woold 
bav« pitied him ! . . ; Georgiana Was sD 
sorry for bini) that she never could fof- 
gitetbe young lady . ^ . . though <I really 
don't imagine aft^r all^he was to blam^. 
— But sisters will feel f<^r their Imithers/ * 
Georgiatiia, ehaitned^ to flftd ahw ami- 
aUe' ioode pf accounting -for h^r dillihie 
t^ Carolines iastaiicly ptirsued • ' her ^ mo- 
theF'» bint^ and' frankly declared^ that 
ahe iMf tf could coMeil 4»tllef bey^Ukinga 



PATRONAe£. 197 

or dislikingS'^-tbat Miss Carolihe Perry 
might have all the merit' apcyp (Outh, and 
she did not doubt bat she had ; yet ishe 
never oould forgive her for jilting Boriff 
«haF8t *--** noy tiever! never!-— ^^ it mij^ 
•be. unjnsty. bat she owned that it wttir<4 
]>repo9se9shm she coaU not (t>aqner. . 

'^ Why, iiidecd, my dear yiiang lady, 
'I hardly know hovrto blamie yoo/' 4^tieA 
*Lady Trant~** forcertaiaiy ajiUigiiot 
« very amiable ehurlicter?* 
* * '5 Oh, my dear Lady Tmnt^: donlt 
ase such a word . . . Geoi^ianal ■— :Whjr 
will y'oup be so wanA, no very a^goarded^ 
whek*e that dwling^brcAber is t»ttcertfed, 
you really • • .i .^fa, . my: ^ear Lad^r 
Trant, this- most. not go farther i « » And 
•poaittvely the word jilt thost^ never be 
used again — for Fmconfidefit iris qnife 
inapplieable.** 

^^ rd4)dt a^eat for that,** cried Lady 
Trant ; ^* for, nbw 1 rMolfsetv &t Lady 
Angeiioa H^aAinghaiil'isy'WlKit w^s'jt w^ 
'kea«d,:tny dear Lady- K^, ^ aljdat^ her 
coqtietl^g t^ Uwt lifi(. Bs^itiny^t. wko4s 
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now ; going to be married to Lady Marf 
Pembroke, yon know . . . ** 
' '^ Ohy- ye9) I did hear somethings I 
reccJlect — bat, at the time, I jiever 
.minded, because I d{d not kQow,;tbe]l9 
who thiat Miss Caroline Percy was . . » . 
true, -true, I reooUect it now*— —And 
a]l, yon know, we heard about her and 
Sir Jsimes Hardonrt • • . was there not 
something, there ? .... By all acconota^ 
it is plain she is not the simple cohhtiy 
beauty she looks .... Practised! < .». 
practised! you see." . . 

JMiss Georgiana Falconer*s ' only .fear 
was, that Count Alteriberg might not 
hear Lady Kew, who. had lowered, her 
/voice to the note of mystery. Mrs. Erf- 
coner, who had accomplished her owii 
judicious purpose, -. of. accounting for 
Georgiana*s dislike of Mjss' Caroline 
-Percy, wjis ". now ^afraid 'that hier: dear 
.friends would overdQ the , bitsine^s .; . $|ie 
made many efforts to-sftop tb^lA, Mt 
once upon th^ ; scedit of. sciandal, ,it was 
4;no easy matter* to (^ wge th^ purfifuit* 
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* ^^Yoq seem to have found sonietbii^ 
tbaf has caught your attention delight- 
fallf, Count Altenberg,'* said Mrs. Fal > 
iflXHier^ ** How I envy any one who k 
.eoinpletely in a.book. — What is it?** 

" Johnson's preface to Shakspeare*"* ' 
«.'Mis9 Geargiana Fakdnerwas veled, 
^idr %he recoilectedj that Miss CaroKtfe 
:Percy bad just been speaking of it with 
.admiration. 

^ :eMrs/Fa]coner woadered how it ccmid 

have happened^ that she had &isv«r teaA 

it. > . • 

y- Lady Kew persevered in her story — 

*^* Sjrj Jame^ Harcourt I know^ who is 

;'^e most .po]ite creature in . the whole 

:wbrld,.and who never speaks an ill word 

^ of any body, I assure yon, . said of Miss 

'Caroline Peixiy in ihy bearing • .'. what 

'1 shall not repeat. Only this mnch I 

must tell you, Mrs, Fulconer . . • Mrs. 

Falconer ! — She won't listen because 

' tbe young lady is a relation of her own 

'♦ . • and we are very rude — But truth is 

truth, notwithstanding, you, know -7- 
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Well! wdl! sh« riiiy talk of Miss 
Percy's beauty and afailSties . . . , Ver^ 
clever she is, I don't dispute, but this I 
«iay say,> that Mrs. Falconer mtist never 
praise her' to tne for siisplicity of dbitt- 
rarfter." 

/ " Why no;:" sdd Adiss Gedrgiana — 
*^ One Is apt tb stippo^, that a per^otf, 
iwJk) b&& Jived aU herlift in the coqiftry, 

must, of course, have great simplicity. 
JS«() tibere i& & simplicity of character, 
land a sifiiplttity of afaiimr, 6nd fh^ 

don't always go together. Caroline 
-JPerey^ tuanoer' is . fascinating, because^t 
lyonlrnQw^ it isi wfaat'One does not me^t 

wililr every day in town . . . That wHs 
.what, struck my poor brother. That 

and her greaft talents, ^'hich can make 

her- whatever she pleases to be ; . . . BM 
.1 am gredtiy afrslidshe is not quite tie 
. ingenuous person, she looks*." 

Count Altbriherg^ chat>ge<l colour, and 
"Was plitttng doSvn his book suddenly, 

when Mrs« ^alcoirer caught it, and stop- 
-pinghimy.asked^ ) 
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. " Hqw ftjT Jw ba4 read ? " 
Whilst he was ^riubg owr thelea^es^^ 
Lad J TraBt weut qn, in her tarn, 

" With all her practice, or her' «m- 
'pRcityy wJbic^Ter it iiiay be . • «. far be 

it from pae U\ de^i^ wiiidx • .. . I fatrcy 

she has met with her match, and has 

been dui^g^poiaWpd in her. t«nu" 
" Really ! " cried »Georgiana eagerly; 

— ".lloiw! What! Whtaal^Are yoi* 

certain ? " 

'^ Last summer , • • • Ok, I bare it 

from those ^ s^hQ IbMw the gentleman 

well. — O^dy .f^ nfiair.cf .the |ieaart that 
did not end happily .... Bnt I am txAi 
§he w;a^ v^/y ^.iniich ia- love . • • • die'fa- 
mily would not hear of it — Ae-mutherj; 
especially,. iwa^9^ver$e« ■? — r- So the young 
ge^le^^p eji^ed fnf maKryiogr-iiS^aceBd^ 
ipgly ..well-^aqd th# ojowg: lady by 
wearing, tl^ i^iilloj^p, yqu 'kn^Wf t% decent 
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Oh,' why ^j4! JRm WfPt.tell mt^ihn 
Woret " ^ai^ >Iiss <i?osg^wa. 

''I protest I ^?^vef ifeoFgH «f . it, till 



143 PATRONAGE, 

Lady Kew brought it to my recollection, 
by talking of X^ady Angelica Heading- 
ham, and 'Sir Jamies Harcourt, and ^aH 
that:' . 

** BtBt who was the gentleman ? " 

^' That's, a secret," i^Hed Lady 
Trant 

" A secret i— A secret!— What is itt< 
What is it? "cried Lady Frances Ar- 
lington, pressing into the midst of the 
party — for she was the most curions per** 
son imaginable 

Then heads joined, and Lady Tran^ 
whispered, and Lady Frances exdainied 
aloud, 

"Hungerfordl Coionel Hunger- 

fordJ" 

^'Fie! fiel Lady Frances," cried 
Geoi^ana — and ** Fie! fiel you are a 
pretty person to keep a secret" -— cried 
Lady Trant, *^ I vow FH never trust 
your Ladyship with a secret again • . . 
when yon puMish it ia this way.** 

" I vow you will,'' said Lady Frances 
*— ** Wfcy yott aH know, in your hearts. 



70a. wish to publish it ~- else nrhytdl it 
-^--especially to nie»-^-«^ But all this tim« 
I am not thinking in the least . about the 
matter^ nor 'was' I/wKen I said Hunger- 
ford-^ I was and am thinkii^ of my own 

^ffidis.-:^ ^Whuit did I do with the letter 

I received this morning . • • . t had.it 
here . . [\. -rio, I 'hadn't it . . • . yes, I 
had • . . • Anne ! » • • Anne ! • • • Lady 
Aline 1 the Duchess's letter • • • • I. gave 
it to you ; what did yon do with it ?'* 

^^ La ! it is , somewhere .... I sop- 
|Miity* said Li^y Aime, raf«ing her hc^, 
and giving . a vague look round . the. 
room. ■ ' '. 

•Lady ^Frances made every one searth 
their woiic boxes, writing boxes, and 
ra2M?ufei^; then wjent fmni table to table, 
ofiediiig and. shuttifig! all the. drawers. 

" Frances I. . . • • If you would not fly 
about sol — What can it signify?" 
« • • . expostulated Lady Anne. .But in 
vdn, her sister went .tin, moving every 
fliing and every body in the room, dis- 
fltsmng ail the cushions of all tl^ chairs 
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m hetfingresi^ aad^ At last, apprdacbtd' 
Ladj Anne's sofa^ wiUi intent to tni^e 
hercepoae. 

'^ Ah I Frances !'* -^ cried Lady .Anne^ 
in a depreoatif)^ toae^ with, a Restore of 
snpplicartkkn and an^niah in her eji^es^ 
"Do let me teat!" 

'' Never, till! hAyeth<l letter/: 

With the energy of anger and despair, 
Lady Anne made an effort to* reaek(th^ 
bell-cord — bnt it missedrrntbe cordswang 
— Petcalf ran to: catch it, and shuaUted 
Qver a stool -~ Engiliah Clay stood . still 
and langhed -^ French Clay e:a:laiifned*^ : 

" j4h 1 man Dieu J Cupidon^P^ 

Count Altenberg saved Cnpld &6m 

falling,, andrang' the/ bell fori theJady/ r 

. "'Sir**- — -said Lady Amm ito ihe fsot-. 

man.— ^^ I ^had aleUier • • .^.^ao^aotiaap 

thSs morning, in my hand'*..!. • • • 

> Yes,, my Lady.- - ' 

" I wantk* 

^^ JPrayy Sir, tell sooiehody . • >• > .lor 
tdl Fritobard, to teUJKlora ... . ^tpf^ 
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»p skairs • ... to my drMnngHrdMn . . . 
Sir .... to ieok wetj wherd fer^t . . . \ 
And let it be brovght M my gister. Lady 
i^canceS) if you please, Sfc'/' 

^^ No, no. Sir, don*t do any thing ab^t 
Ihe nntter, if jam please, I tvil g^ my- 
edf7* said Lady Frances. 

Awiqr the kdy van np staks, afid 
dawn iigm> widi the Ibtter iii het- 
iiand. 

^ YesLexaedy M I tbecight,'' eried 
dK^. ^^ iny aont does say, that Mrs. Hnn^ 
gn^nd is te be dcffrt^ to day=^ I thought 
so." 

« Veiy lihclj^," said Lady Arme — '' t 
a never thought abwfilPi k.*' 

^^ But Ann^^y^u muM think about it^ 
for my aunt d&sires We should go afrd see 
'tksf d^cdy;' 

^^ 1 can't go," ssted Lady Anne,— *^ I Ve 
cold -*• yOttr gcriAg will do.** 

**: Mrfif. Falconer, my dear Mrs. Fal^ 
coner, will you go with me to morrot^^ 
to HtengelfolkiJEasrle-?'' cried Lady Frar- 
«^fif, eagerly. 

¥0L. III. H 
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*^ Impossftle! my dear Lady Frances, 
unfortunately quite, impossible.. . The 
Hnng^rfords and we have no : conr- 
nexiou — There was an old family quar- 
rel • ..**. 

'' Oh ! never . mind family quarrels 
and connexions — You can go^ and I am 
sure it will be taken very well — and you 
know you only go with . me ^-^ — Oh^ po- 
sitively you must • • • . now therets . my 
good dear Mrs. Falconer .^ • « yes, and 
order the carriage this, minute for to mor- 
row early'*— said L^dy Frances in a coax- 
ing yet impatient tone. 

Mrs. Falconer adhered to. it's ^being 
absolutely impossible. .... 

*^ Then, Anne, you must go.". 

No — -Anne was impenetrable.. 

" Then I'll go by myself,'' cried Lady 
Frances, pettishly, " I'll take Pritchard 
with me, in our own carriage, and I'll 
speak about it directly — for go I must 
and will." 

*^ Now, Frances^ what new fancy is 
(his for Mrs. Hungerford —7 1 am sure 
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yoansed not to care about hw/V saifl 
Lady Anne. . 

: ^^ And I dare say I should not care 
about lier now/' replied Lady Frances^ 
^^ but that Fm dying to see an old pair of 
shoes she has." 

• ^^ An old pair of shoes!'* repeated 
Lady Anne^ with a look of unutterable 
disdain. 

^^ An old pair of shoes !" cried Mrs. 
Falconer^ laughing. • . 

^''Yes^ a pair of blue damask shoes^ as 
old as Edward the Fourth's time .... 
with chains frojn the toe to the knee, you 
know . . .or do: you know, Count Alten^ 
berg ... Miss Per^y was describing 
them . . . She saw Colonel Hungerford 
putUhem on . . . Oh,^ he must put them 
oif for me ^-^ I'lLmake him put them on, 
chains and all, to morrow.'* 

"^^ Colonel Hung^ford is on^his way to 
India by this time/' said Georgiana Fal- 
coner, drily. 

^^ May I ask," said Count Altenbei-g, 
ttiking ladvant&ge of the fifst pause in 
H 2 
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the comvcrsalicm — .^ May I ask if I war 
derstood rightly, that Mrs. Hiuigerfarc^ 
mothte dF Coloniel HuBgerfdrd^ ike^r iii 
thii neigblKXirhood^ aiid ia cosoang iaie 
die coantry to morrow ?** 

^* Yes — just so," said L^dy Ffcaijoes:' 

** VRiat concern can. il: te of' his ?^ 
tbooght Miss Gteorgiana Fal(;oDer„ fijiii% 
her eyes npon the Count with akimji^^ 
curiosaty. ^ *' 

^^ I knew Colonel Htifigeii^fd alM^o^id;** 
ODniiiaiied. the Count, ^ and haye Agreat 
regard for hkii).'* 

XaA^ Kiew> Lady Tsknt^ M: ^146 
Gsotgittna Fialeoner exDhai^g^ . looks. 

^' I am sorry tlwt be i» gOAe.to Ind^'* 
said Mrs. Falconer^ in ^ ^Qntijneafi^ 
tose, ^ It vonld lu.^6 heen so pteo^f^ 
to you, to. liave renewed aa acquaiiilliiKDe 
with him in England.'- 

CouBt Ahenbei^ regretted the absence 
of his friend, the Cornel; bn^ tiii4i% 
to Lady Frances, he congratulated bin- 
self upon having an dpportnmity of |ire- 
aentuBg his letters of intfodiietio«> ttgtd 
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fVfhkg bi^ {Respects to Mr^ HiiBgei1brd> 
^ whom he bad beard m«cb firon fo« 
jvdgBers wha faaid Yisked £^igbAd^ and 
wbo bad been cbaaniked with ber> hnd 
ifkh ber daughter^ MrB. Mortonelr^-^ 
bis lettfxrs of &tit)diictaoii bad been 
addrassed to bw town residence^ but 
&e wis not in Lonlclbn, wbien be wa« 
tbtre. 

*' Ko^ she was at Pembroke^*" said 
Lady KeW. 

Fa t«re I wish she was tbeve stiU, 
Awogbt Mi^s <3eai;gianft. 

'' But, af^r all, Laidj Frances^ is 
tb^Docbess sure, that Mrs. Hm^rford 
is a^taaatty jc^me to the conntrjr ? «~ Ma^ 
b0 6h^ is still in town*** 
y '[I $baU have thfe honoar (^letting 
yonr Ladyship know, for, if Lord Old- 
borongh will permit, I shall certainly 
< go, very soon, to pay my respects at 
H^ngerford- Castle," said Count Alten- 
berg. 

The prescient jealousy of Miss Geor- 
giana Falconer boded ill of this visit 
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to Hongerford-Castle-*-— -A few days 
afterwards^ a note was received from 
Coant Altenberg^ returning many thanks 
to Mr. andMrs. Falconer for the civilities 
he had received from theoii paying all 
proper compliments to Zara^ annonncing 
his intention of accepting an* invitation to 
stay some time at Mrs. Hungerford*s^iuid 
taking a polite leave of the Falconer far^ ^ 
mily. 

Here was a death blow to all Georgi- 

ana*s hopes ! Bnt we shall not stay to 

describe her disappointment, or the art 
of her mother in concealing that disap- 
pointment ; nor shall we accompany Mrs. 
Falconer to town, to see how her designs 
upon the Clays or Petcalf prospered. We 
mnst follow Count Altenberg to Hunger- 
ford-Castle. 
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CHAPTER XXIX- 



"' Who would prise the tainted posies. 
Which on ev'ry breast are worn ? 
Who could pluck the spotless roses, , 
From their never touched thorn f ** . 

1 ifE feeling expressed in these lines 
will be kcknowledged by every man of 
sense and delicacy. ^^ No such man 
ever prized a heart much hacknied ia 
the ways of love.**— It was with exqui- 
site pain^ that Count Altenberg had 
heard all that bad been said of Caroline 
— he did not give credit to half the insi- 
nuations; he despised those who made 
theniy he knew that some of the ladies 
spoke from envy, others from the mere 
love of scandal, but still, altogether, ah 
impression unfavorable to Caroline, or 
rather unfavorable to his passion for 
Caroline, was left on his mind. — The 
idea that she had been suspected, the 
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certainty that she had heen talked of, 

"that she had even been named as one 

who had coquetted with many admirers 

— the notion that she had been in love 

— passionately in love all this took 

from the frieshneM^ the virgin modesty^ 
the dignity, the charm^ with which she 
had a})peared to his imagination^ and 
without which she could not have 

touched his heart, r A heart not to be 

easily won — a heart how iinlikeiy to be 
won by such a wom»n as Miss Georgiam 
Falconer. 

. In his own country, at the court 
where he resided, in the different paiits 
of the continent which he had visited^ 
.Germany, Poland, Swisserland, France, 
be bad seen women celebrated £nr beauty 
#nd for wit, many of the molt polished 
manners, many of the higbeat accom^ 
plishments, son;^^ of exquisite sensibility, 
a few with genuine simplicity of cha^ 
raeter, but in all there bad been some- 
thing, which had prevented his wishing 
to make any on^ of them the companion 
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(»f his life. In some there wad a want of 
gded temper^ in others of gbod sense ; 
there was some false taste for adtniration 
or for notoriety — some loVe of pleasure^ 
of some love of sway, inconsistent ttrith 
his idea of the perfection of this fethale 
dlferaeter, incompatible with his plans of 
ttfe, and with his notions of lore and hap- 
piness. 

Ardent aftd of sti^oftg aifections^ which 
had not yet met with their proper ob- 
|ecti, his tiiind had fnrned from lot^e to 
atobttion — riot to inirignes for his own 
aggrandittment, not to the petty po- 
Htics 6f a conrt —-his was a glorions^ ge* 
fti^rons ambition, tlie desire to serve hi& 
60tintry by noble means, to be a states- 
Man in the largest sense of the Word, 
So far Commissioner Falconer Wsis right. 
Connt Alt€nberg*s falitfg passion was 
ifflhition-^K^aA at thfe time the Conii- 
niissi(m^r first saw him. But anothety 
a ttffbbt passltm^ had since heeh awak- 

ii Wai teservid for Cotrtft Altenier g, td 
H 5 
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meet in England . . • • in England^ wlieii^, 
education^ institution^ opinion^. manners^, 
the habits of society, and of domestic/ 
life^ happily combine to give the jost 
proportion of all that is attractive, use* 
ful^ om£^mental, and amiable, to the fe* 
male character .... It was reserved for 
Count Altenberg, to meet in England a 
woman, who to the noble simplicity of 
character, that was once the charm of* 
Swisserland, joined the polish, the ele^^ 
gance, that was once the pride of France ; 
a woman possessing an enlarged, cuiti«< 
yated, embellished understanding, capa** 
ble of comprehending a]l his views as a 
politician, and a statesman ; yet with**- 
out the slightest wish for power, or aay 
desire to interfere in public business^ or; 
political intrigue. — Graced with knowu: 
ledge and taste for literature and science^r 
capable of being extended to the highestj 
point of excellence, yet free from all pe-^ 
dantry, or pretension — with wit, conver-i 
sational talents, and love of good society, 
without that desire of exhibitions that 
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devouring, diseased appetite for admira* 
tioD, which preys upon the mind insati* 
aM'y to it's torture, to it's destruction f 
ndthout that undefinable untranslate- 
ableFrench loveof ^i^cc^f^ society, which. 
substitHtes a precarious, factitious, in^ 
to^cated existence in public, for the safe 
sdf*approbation, the sober, the perma- 
nent happiness of domestic life. ■ It 
was reserved for Count Altenberg, to 
meet in England with a woman of seq*^ 
s^bility, exquisite, generous as any Gei>; 
num romance could conceive, yet with* 
out exaggeration in expression, or ex^ 
travagance in conduct,' repressed, regu^ 
latedy treasured for the happiness of hicr 
vdko could merit st(.ch a heart. — -. — It was 
reserved for Count Altenberg, to find 
in,. England a woman, raised by ^Vdi- 
Tinephilosopby^/Vfar above all illiberal 
prejudice, but preserving a just and 
becoming sense of religion,- unobtrusive^ 
. loiid, . and yet firm. It was reserved 
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for Count Altenbc^rg/ to fiad in !l&igtati4 
diie^ irha appeared all that his warmest im^ 
Agination had pictured^ all that his sober 
judgment appit>Ted, and that his fondest 
^shes conld desire in a wife. Evety 
thing that he had seen of Caroline had 
Confirmed hisf first bope> and exalted his 
fiitnre eitpectation — bnt, by what he had 
just heard^ bis imagination was cheeked 
In full career, ^nddentj, and paitifidljr. 
His heavenly dream was disturbed t^ 
earthly voicies—- roices of midignant sj^- 
fits— mysterionsH — ^indistinct-— yet alarm^ 
iiirg to all his hopes. — He had not con- 
teived it possible, that the breath of 
blame could approach such a character 
as Caroline's — he wafe struck with^ sur- 
prise, and shocked on hearing her name 
profaned by common scandal, attributed 
to different h>vers, the vidtim of a dis^' 
pointed paMion, and the scorn of one of 
the most dTStingui»bed famflies in Eng-^ 

land; ^Such were the fisrst pamfidl 

thoughts and feelings of Connt Alten- 
]>erg. — At the time he heard the whis- 
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f^, which gave xise to them^ be had 
been actually plahmng a letter to hU 
fulher^ dedarmg his attachment to Ca^ 
mKae^^be now resolved not to write. 
But he detennmed to satisfy bitnself bb 

\t0 the troth or falsehood of these reports 
ear ineiimations. He wiw not a man to give 

jM lightly to calumny-^ be detested it*s 
baseness; he would not sttflfer bitnself for a 
mmneat to brood«oi?er suspicion, nor yet 
would he allow himself for preseKit easeand 
j^asore, to gloss over, withont examiA- 
ation^ that which might afterwards reeur 
tp his mififd, aaad might create fntiire mk'^ 

Just or tti)bappy jealousy. Either tbe 
object of his hopes was worthy of faint, 
or not-^if pot wortby, better t^ar her 

. fto A his bean £0t ever; This detentinied 

.bhtt to go ifiamediateiy to Mr». Bnngef'- 
fofd> -^her son bad been sanded as the 
person, to whooa Carclsoe had beeft ai^ 
taxied — at Hmgerford-Casde she had, 

^ it was said^ seen Mr. Bafiiay, aiid Sir 
Jattes Hasconrt) with whom lAie h^^^ 



158 PATRONAGE. 

beeti accused of coqt^tting. 'Ccmnt AP 
t6iiberg trusted to his own address and 
penetration for discovering all he wished 
to know, without betraying any peculiar 
interest in the subject. 

The first sight of Mrs. Hungerford^ 
the gracious dignity of her appearanee 
and manners, the first five minutes* ccn^ 
versation he had with her, decided him 
in the opinioii, that conmon report had^ 
done her justice ;' and raised in his mind 
extreme, anxiety to know her opinion o£ 
Carolide. — But, though he began the 
history of Zara, and of the play at Fied* 
coner-Court, for the iexprens purpose' of 
introducing . the Percys, in speaking <£ 
the company who had been preisent, yet,- 
conscious of some unusual emotion when 
be was going to pronounce that. name, 
and fa!&cying some meaning in Mrs* 
Hungerford^s great attention as he spoke> 
he: mentioned almost every other gues^ 
ev^n the nlost insignificant, without' 
speaking of Caroline^ or of any of h^ ' 
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.faoiily. — He went back to his friend 
Cplonel .HuQgerford. Mrs. Hangerford 
opened a lettet-case, and took from it 
th^ last letter she had received from her 
son. since he left England^ containing 
some interesting particulars, which she 
thought his friend might like to see. -^ 
Towards the conclusion of the letter^ the 
wfiii^ changed to a small feminine hand 
--rrimdali India vanished from the view, 
of Count Altenherg, for^ as he turned 
the page^ he saw the name- of Caroline 
Percy — ^^ I snppose I ought to stop 
here-j— " said he, . offering the letter to 
Mrs, Hnngerford; — ^^ No/' — she re- 
plied, ^^ the whple letter was at his ser- 
vice^ they were only a few lines from her" 
daughter Lady Elizal^eth." • .• 

. , These few lines mentioned Caroline 
P^rcgr among the dear and intimate 
friends whom she regretted most in En-* 
rope> ; anjd to > w:ham > she sent a message 
e^qiressive of the. warmest a£Ebction aiul 
esteem. -^ Count Altenherg felt his heart 
lightened, and a glow of joy instantly 
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diflSised ilself oret his whole frame. Ak 
far as related to Colonel Hutigeri^rd, h4 
trasi Mire that all he had heard irafi faU6i 
There was little probability that bis wi(^ 
should^ if those circtimstfin^es were ti^ae^ 
be Carolim:'s most intiiiiate friend. ■ ■ '* ■■■■ 
Before these tho»gbts had well arranged 
fheiB^elves in his bead^ a pleasing^ 
sfprightly young l^dy came itfito the 
foom^ irho he at first thought Was Mxs. 
Iltingeiford's daughter ; hot she was iacf 
yonng to aiisWer ejiaetly th^ de^riptitfii 
of Mrs. Mortitner. 

' " Lady Mary Pembroke^ my nieee/'' 
-^ said Mrs. Hmngerfqrd-^ 

Her Ladyship was followed by ^. 
Bai^clay—— Count Altenberg seemed ifc 
a fair way to have all his ddobts ssEtit'*' 
fied«*~But^ iti the hurry of hismifid^ he 
had aliitosi flnrgot 1^ attk fot Mrs. Mdr-^ 
titoer.' 

'^ Yotl #ill liot «ee her to day/' 'said 
Mrs. HtingerfoTd, *' she i$ gone to see- 
some friends, who lite ^t a distsnte tod 
great for a morning visit. But I hope;*' 
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Mtatiaiied Mrs. Himgerfer^^ turiiing t6 
Lady Mary, *^ that my daughter ^ili 
niiake me amends fbr losing t day of Iter 
oMApsmyrby brihging me cm dear Caro^^ 
i»&to morroi^.** 

-** Is there a chance of CaroKne's com- 
iiig to ns^ ?" cried Lady Mary, with atfec- 
tiDtiate eagerness. 

li ** Is there any b^ of our seeing Misft 
Cmrotim Percy ? " said Mn Barclay, with 
^n aiir •f rt8)>e^i>l Mgiitd, very different 
£nna what miist hikfc be^n the feeKhgl 
of a man who had trilled with a wtnnan, 
or wbo had tbooglit that «b« had trifled 
with htm. 

Count AltenlMTg njcictd, that he had 
come without a momeat*0 dalay to Hdti^ 
gtrford-Castk, 

>^ You are reaOy a good creatrare, my 
jdear/*« csontinned Mrs, Hangerford to 
Lady Mary, ^' for being so anxions to 
have Caroline here^«^many a niece might 
bch jealons of my afibction, for certainly 
I )pire her as well as if she were my own 
child,—— — To SHitrow, Sir," said shei 
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tarniug to Count Altenbei^, ^'.I hope 
I shall have' the pleasure to introdaoe . 
yoa to this joang friend of onrSi I shall 
feel pnmd to show her to a foreigner^.^ 
whom I wish to prepossess in favor of my 
countrywomen.** 

The Count said, that he had already . 
the honor of being introduced to Miss , 
Caroline Percy -^ that he had seen her , 
frequently at Falconer-Court^ and at her 
own home -^ and that he was not sur-* 
prised at the interest, which she suited 

at Hungerford-Castle. Count AP 

tenberg showed the interest she had ex* 
cited in his own mind, whilst he pro*- 
nounced, ih the most sober manner in his- 
poWer^ those few words- 
Mrs. Hungerford perceived it, nor had 
it, escaped her observation, that he had > 
forborne to mention the name of Percy, / 
when enumerating the persons he had- 
met at Falconer-Court. She was both 
too well bred in general, and too discreet 
on/ Caroline's account, to take any no«* 
tioe of this circumstance. — She passed 
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immediately and easily to a different sub** 
ject of conversation. 

The next day Mrs. Mortimer retnmed 
irith Caroline^ — -The Count saw the af- 
felstion with which she was embraced 
by Mr3. Hnngerfbrd. Hie family had 
crDwded to the door of the antichamber 
to rec^ve her^ so that Caroline^ encom* 
passed with friends^ could not immedi- 
ately see Count Altenberg, and he en- 
joyed these moments so exquisitely^ that 
t^e idea which had previously engrossed 
aH; his soul^ anxiety to dee how she 
woiild look ion meeting' him thus un^i^ 
peetedly, was absolutely forgotten. When 
the cro^d opened, and Mrs(. Hlin^erford 
led her forward, a smile of frank-surprise 
and pleasure ajqieared on .her counte- 
nance upon seeing Count Altenberg, but 
her^ colour had been previously so much 
raised, and so much pleasure had spirkled 
in her eyes, that there was no judging 
w^at share of emotion was to be attri- 
%Cited'to this surprise. He was, and he 
had Ireason to be satisfied with perceiv-* 
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iiig^ that io tbe millet of the /first plM-^ 
sure of meeting intimate ftieofh, mkI 
Wben she 4id not «3tptct tx> meet any 
bet fkienis) sb^ wa^ Hot cliiMedl or imap^ 
j^iited b)r thi^ si|^ ^ one tirh0 wm, Ui 
ti», a$ yet but a. new aoqoaiQtaooe. •<--- j 

After intf odildiig Grattt Attfenbetf to 
Mrs. Mordmer, Mfs. Hnngerfacd ^aidj 
'^TUl I had my daaglitev aikd all my 
iViteds in fuU forae abont me^ I pania 
d^titly jid nM mate any attempt^ Cmmi 
AltMberg, itp^ your libehy^.bvt nami 
tbat y&tt s«^ my reMorcas^ I trost ycm 
vA]i i^isirreli(k» yowsdf^ witiumt difin 
«i4tyy my prisi^iierj as hmg as ;#e can 
^ssibly detain you in tbis caatle.*' 

N^^et \<ras sMin less dUpKwed ta: rdfii<9< 
aa i»yitatioti, ' ifaali Court Altentierg 4rt 
ftiis monient«'~ He wrote to Mr&. Fal« 
toiler immediately diat farewd note rddcU 
bad shocked Miss Geoi|^a&a Fakoiica^ so 
mnctir 

Aa Lord Oldborongh was pr^parisi|^ 
to tetnrn to town^ and likdy to. be an«- 
grassed by ministerild bncdnebs^ his Ldrd^ 



^Wpf "with less p^etancd, relinquished 
bk company^ bud the Coost wilii iofi^ 
ttte efa^fiietioi^, fdfiiui iiiiaself estab^ 
Ifihed at oQbe upon a footing of ioti«r 
»^cf at liniigerford'Castle. The letter 
bd 1hi4 ii^^n^e4 to, write to his father 
w^ now imt^ea and sent; but it was 
eatpressed in yet stronger terras than he 
bad origimdly d/Bsigned -^ be oonckided^ 
t^ coloring his father^ as he walued th§ 
hutffifiefs nf his son, not to take a step i^ 
iAj-ef the tseatiee of maniage that had 
been planned for hiin, and besought hiia 
U^ wdte as looov as it was possible, to rer 
lasve bis mind fronvao^ense^ and to set 
^m a|: liberty to declare his attaehmenl^ 
i^ ilifou. ftvther ^acqllaintaace with the 
£i)^ish lady who Ipad touched his hearty 
b^ duonld fieeli a^j; hope of making such 
an impression on her affections^ as eonld 
induce her to make for him the great sa- 
crifice of country — femily — and friends* 
—And such a country — such a family—- 
^id> sjach friends! - ■ - In the mean 
time, the hours and days passed on most 
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happily at HuogerfordXakle. .Ev«7 
succeeding day discovered to him soiDie 
new excellence in the object of hw af- 
fection. Mrs. Hungerford, with*jodi- 
cious^ delicate kindness^ forbore all at- 
tempts to display even those qtialities 
and talents in Caroline^ which she mist 
loved and admired^ cer^n that $he 
might safely leave them to the discern- 
ment of her lover. That Count Altc«- 
berg loved, Mrs. Hungerford had ;toa 
much penetration to doubt ; and it Re- 
joiced her heart, and satisfied all her 
hopes, to see a prospect of her young 
friend's being united to such a man. 
Mrs. Mortimer felt as much joy and as 
much delicacy upon the subject as- ber 
mother showed ; for they loVed CaroHne, 
and were as anxious for her hapjnxiess, 
as if she had been their own sister or 
daughter, and felt almost as much scmfile 
of praising or seeming to bring her for- 
ward upon any occasion. The grateful 
esteem of Mr. Barclay, now free from 
every feeling of passion, appearing, in- 
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deed undiminished even in the height 
of a passion for her friend; the perfect 
confidence and affection evinced by the 
warm-hearted Lady Mary Pembroke for 
Caroline, all nnited and conspired to one 
and Uie same end : that which could not 
hsEve been prepared or produced by any 
lart or address, however consummate, was 
npw the effect of plain truth, and the re^ 
w^urd of real merit. Count Altenberg, 
in common with every man of sense and 
knowledge of the world, knew that it is 
in her own family, in domestic life, he 
diould judge of a woman's real disposi- 
tion and temper— and that from the 
manner of her friends towards her, he 
<atn form an estimate of the pa^t, .and, 
consequently, the best augury of the fu- 
tnsre^. 

In that near examination in domestic 
life, so dangerous to many women of the 
highest pretensions, Caroline shone su- 
" perior. His love, approved by the whole 
strength of his reason, and exalted by 
,die natural enthusiasm of his temper. 



w(bs n0w at tlie btgbf St. Hus impaitience 
was es^eme for die wrtvAl of th€rt: aiH 
»vrer tp his letter^ wlikblie boped tronU 
set him at liberty to declare bb pa^on^ - 
Tbe letter at liust arrived ; leij diffisr^ 
eofc were ilf9 teotents frMd what be baid 
beped* A pveviow letter fiom bis ftt^ 
tber to bUn^ sent m a padwt witibt f»» 
Terncoent defipatebts hj Mr. Conmn^ 
bam Faleoner^ bad oot neaebed biitir.**^ 
That letter^ of idbieb bis fadier mm 9tat 
him a copjr, c#*takied ai^ aedMiMfc' tif 
the s<ep9 which bad been 1a)wn> rdfitiT6 
tp a treaty of marmge between hii mm 
add tha Costiteis Chmtiaa, a: lady (^ 
bigb:birtb| beactty^ a»d taletits^ wbo. had 
liktely mj^effei, for* tbe first Ume^ at that 
court ^^CottBt Alten^er^'s falber de^ 
scribed the Countess as one who> be 
was suns, must charm bis sob -'*- ioid as 
thia aUia»Ge was eagerly desired by tto 
lady's fdends/aod the alliance in e^e^ 
respect honorable for his whole faflfidlyy 
the old CouAt was impatient to bbye the; 
afiair concluded. Recein»g m> answer 
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to this Mter> and' {Massed bf eircmB^ 
stances^, h^ had gooe forward, in hk son'f 
Bame with tbe. ttf^tfy and kad pledged 
bjja sa &r» ti^aft thsise was now, lie de^ 
€]4|^ j»o pMsibility <tf netradiiig wkii' 
Jttonof. ]9e iafnented tbat his sonshoaid^ 
in: t|ie wioaQ t]»B^ have .takaa a fancy to 
Bgyfyi^&fh hAf ; ; hat^ aa.Coiinfe Aibert*s 
last lat^r g»v9 d^ awnnBce to Ids £m> 
Biilyj ^at he would not take any dedci- 
filft^ $|Qj^ till he $koiild MOeitie.lHi: an^ 
^er^^OOthkig^^^o^U JiMeboeo dmie i* 
J^lfiiad, .Uiftt\itcfiild' oooont ht« hoim-^ 
flfaiyTy» WQuH -sfMsm • (eflboe a fraMienit 
ia)|n;o9S|loi^"^^e:a^ the aUb- 

^S)P^ prf^^d W lli^ ^wa coiantdy woidd 
^^gfimt sir^Qgey^ this iMhre^%he]fi stKHill be 
cgcamis^f'-^The^barjliaof tbeiCoimtasft 
Gbri^tinaj^ ^ijth h^ supeddr.iwdfiotaiidi- 

m^ ^B€l^€id the old Const, ^^ 1 be)- 
s^iycj^ youy »jr de*r. JUheit, as your 
fiiei^ — ;1 wjill $af loore -r- / cownwdwi 
jffiua& 2i&urJ^tk&rj retaKu ^ yoitr owpi 
vox., in, I 
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country as soon as yon can obtain pass* 
ports after receiving this letter/* -*^ 
. In consequence of this letter, a sndden 
change appeared in Count Alt^nberg-^he 
WM grave and absent ;-*— instead of seeking 
Caroline's company and conversation as 
usual^ he studiously avoided her^ and when 
he did speak to her, his behaviour was 
so cold and reserved— so unlike his natu- 
ral or his former manner, that the difi^r- 
ence strudc not only Caroline herself/ but 
Rosamond and Mrs. Percy^ who were^ at 
this time, at Hungerford-Castle.*— It hap- 
pened that^ on the very day, and nearly 
at the very hour, when Count Altenberg 
received this letter from his father, of 
which letter no one knew any thing but 
himself, there arrived at Hungerfotd-Cas- 
tie another of Mrs. Hungerfdrd^s nieces, 
a young lady of uncommon beauty, and 
of tlie most attractive and elegant man- 
ners, Lady Florence Pembroke.^ — Sfa^ was 
juft returned from Italy with an uncle, 
who had resided there for some time. 
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Count ' Altenberg, from the moment he 
was introduce to Lady Florence^ de» 
voted to her his whole attention — ^he 
sat beside her^ "— whenever he convers- 
ed^ his conversation was addressed to ' 
her ; and the evident ^tbsenoe of mind be 
/occasionally betrayed, and dl the change 
4n his manner seemed to have been caus- 
ed by her Ladyship's appearance. Some 
sage philosophers know little more of 
cause and effect^ than that the one imme- 
diately precedes the other; no wonder 
then that Rosamond, not famous for the 
accuracy of her reasoning, should, in 
this instance, be misled by appearances. 
-— /f o support her character for prudence, 
Rosamond determined not to seem to ob- 
serve what parsed, and not to mention 
her suspicions to 'her sister ; who, as she 
remarked, was sensible of the Count's al- 
tered manner; and who, as she rightly 
conjectured, did not perceive it with in- 
dij9[erence. — The accomplishments, good 
sense, and exalted sentiments of Coant 
13 
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Aitf nbei^ had made an nmisiiil impres-^ 
»ioD on the mind of Caroline. She felt 
for him lite first delightitd seosations of 
love. His dignified maonei-s, and tKat 
delicacy^ which real merit always pM-. 
«68$e8^ banished every fear of presnmption 
dn his part^ and allowed her o|>portutiity 
to see the development of his character,^ 
mrd to compare it "tvith her own ideas of. 
excellence^ He bad paid her few com<^ 
pltnsents^ fewer than sihe had often rer 
cdlved from gentlemen^ who meant no* 
throg by thuir flattery ; yet he bad pr^r: 
lesaed hj^h admiration ai}d esteemj mil 
his attentions to her^ unknown to b^ 
self, had passed the bonnds of meve pok- 
litenesa^ and the trifling a{<pearao<» nf . 
common gaOantry ; — He had nevw. ^ 
clared his love, but xovdnntarily it had 
betrayed itself dn seretal oceasionfli. . lor 
sensit^y Candine ^ms thns led toi feel' for 
him more than sho dared to avow even t^ 
herself^ when the sudden change in his 
mani^r awakened her from ^this delights 
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M fofgetfbkiess of erery object that was 
QQcooneetod with ber new feelin^^ and 
sn4denl J arnested bcr steps as «he seemed 
entering the paradise of lovei and hope.*-^ 

At Bight^ vhen Aejr were Mtirmg * to 
lert^ and Caretine and Rosamond were ib 
ibmx nothefs room, Rosamond, nnable 
longer to keep her prudent dknce, gaY€ 
wilt lio her md^natmi against Connt 
Alteilbei^g te geocral refections i^gainsfc 
Ik^ ficUeiiMs of mam. Evea men of the 
I>cat «tt4brstamBng were, alie siod^ hmt 
f^Mm of alai^rgrowtb — pleased widi 
change— ^preferring always theneweat (• 
tlia fair0«^ m the beSt. -^ Carcdine did not 
ace^de te tbeae actosatkHis. 

BoMiiooRd, Mtoi^bed and provoked, 
e»c^aamed5 

*^ Is it ]x>ssibl^ that yoo are so blinds 
as not to see that Coant Allenberg . ^ • . '* 
.•/•••• Rosamond stopped shpit, for 
she s»w Caroline's colour change. — She 
stood beside her mother motionless, and 
with ber eyes fixed on tbe ground. — Ro- 
samond moved a chair towards her. -^ . 
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*^ Dearest mother ! beloved sister,** 
cried Caroline, '^ I have reason, too 
much reason, to blnsh — and yon will 
blush for me.** 

" What can be the matter ? '* cried Ro- 
samond> much alarmed. -^ ^^ How she 
trembles ! I never saw Caroline so much' 
agitated before.** '. 

"Sit down, my dear love,** said her 
mother, tenderly taking Caroline's hand, 
"sit down and compose yourself. *— * I ani 
sure yon cannot have done any thing . . 1 
nor ever will • • • • that can give tis cause, 
to blush.** 

" That I am certain of,** — said Hosa^ 
mond, " as certain as that I am aliVe.** 

" Do not, pray 1 do not be so secure^ 
your confidence in me abashes me still 
more,'* said Caroline, hiding her face, as 
she leaned on her mother*s shoulder. — 
" My dear' mother, you required one, 
and but one promise from me, — I gave it 
you, firmly intending to keep it • . . and 
yet I fear .... that you will think 1 have 
broken it.-— I promised to tell you when^ 
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ever I felt the first sympWm of preference 
for aiiy person. — I did not know my own 
mind till this day. — Indeed I thought I 
felt nothing but what every body else ex- 
presaed^ esteem and admiration/* 

'Mn common minds/* replied Mrs. 
P^rcy^ ^' esteem iand admiration may he 
far^ very far^ safely distant^ from love;, 
but in such a mind as yours^ Caroline^ 
the step from perfect esteem to love is 
dangeroudy near — scarcely perceptible;** 

" Why dangerously?** cried Rosa-^ 
mond/ — ^* Why should not perfect love 
follow perfect esteein? that is the very 
thing I desire for Caroline. Conut • Al- 
tenberg is all that we could wish for her^ 
and ..••** 

^* Stc^" cried Caroline, *^ Oh, my dear 
sister; as yon wish me to be good and 
bappy, name him to toe no more — for it 
cannot beJ* 

" Why,^** exclaimed Rosamond, with 
a look of astonishment and dismay-^ 
*^ Why cannot it be ? It x:an, it must--^ 
it shall be/' — 
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Caroline sighed, and turoiag from lier 
^ifrter^ .«9 ii fiSne dreiuied to litteor to her, 
#ie repearfeed, — *' No f — I will Rpt &tter 
la^elf T— I see tb|i4 H canaot be — I have 
observed the ehekigie in Jw ]n«asier.--«*Tfae 
pAiu it ga.ve me first awakened me tp 
the Mate , of s»y own a&otiof».^^ I ha^e 
giveq yon . B{m^ proof of /$iacerity hy 
sjpeakiog thw iioioedialely of the impres-* 
^u floeade on my. mind^ by ntdciiig tbi^ 
avo^val at the moment when I was oon^ 
vHiced tllat hope was vi^d**-— Ycm wHl ac- 
li»ol^ledfe the effort Was diffiooh; tho 
ofHkb^miJta. :hnmiliatwg. -^ Mdthor^ will 
yott ai^w^r me oxie <]p[iestjon « .... a qneft-. 
tioiii which I am afraid to ask • . . « did* 
you, ox do yon think that ani/ body, dm 
pei^iyed my sentiments fay my mamierT" 
<-" — - Caroline paused^ and her mother add . 
8i$ter set hier heart at ease on that point. 

*' After all/* said Rosamond^ Address^ 
irt^ heiiidf t0 her niotbtf, ^ I may be 
mistaken in. what I hinted about Coimt , 
AkenbeKg. —I own 1 thought the change 
in his manner arose from » . • . . Lady. 
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Florence Fembroke • • . • I am sorry I 
said any thing of it • • • • I dare say when 
he fiees more of her .... she is very pret- 
ty, very pleasing, very elegant, and ami- 
able no doubt, bat surdy, in comparison 
with Caroline " 

*^ Oh, do not make any such compa- 
rison, my dear sister, do yoci think I 
woold pat myself in competition with 
Mrs. Hnogerford's niece?" — said Caro- 
?ine. 

^^ I am not certain/* said Rosamond, 
** that theiie is any rivalship in the case." 
' ^ I am' certain that there shall be 
fimie/* 6aid Caroline,-— " Enyy or jea- 
ionsy shall never contaminate my mind.*-^ 
The best, the noblest, the most delight- 
fol fedings of the - hearty may lead to the 
meanest, the most odious. — I have, with- 
in a few hotirsi, felt enough to be aware 
ef this. — I will leave nothing to chance. 
— A woman shonld never expose herself 
to any hazard. — I will preserve my peace 
of! niind, my o^wn esteem. — I wiH pre 
15 
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serve my dear and excellent friends, 
— and that I may preserve some of theni^ 
I am sensible that I must now quit 
them.''— 

Mrs. Percy was going to speak^ bnt 
Rosamond interpo^d. 

"Oh what have I done T exclaimed 
she^ — " Impradent creatnre that I was, 
whv did I speak ? why did I open yotir 
eyes, Caroline ? I had resolved not to 
say a single word of the change I pei^ 
ceived in the Connt." 

" And dt4 you think I should not 
perceive it?" said Caroline. "Oh, you 
little know how quickl/ • . . • thi6 first 
look .... the first tone of his Voice . . .' . 
Bnt of thaj^Iwill think no more — Only, 
let me assure yon, that yon my dekr 
Rosamond did no harm — It was not what 
any body said that alarmed me, -— Before 
yon pointed it out, I had felt that change 
in his manner, for which I cannot ac- 
count.'' * 

*' You cannot account? -— Can you 
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doubt that Lady Florence is the cause ?** 
said Rosamoud* 

^^ Yes, I have great doubts,** said Caroline. 

^^ So have I/' — said Mrs. Percy. 

^^ I cannot believe that a man of his 
sense and character would be so aud* 
^nly captivated — i do not mean to de* 
^ract from Lady Florence's merits, but 
before they' could make the impressioa 
<you suspect on Count Altenberg,. there 
.must have been time for them to be 
known and appreciate ! — shall I go 
^n, and: tell you all that has pasned in 
my mind? — Yes, my mother and sister 

shoidd see me as I ain — ^perhaps und^r 

the delusion of vanity • •:. or self-love. . . 

pr But if I anr wrongs you will ^t 

.me right . : . you will help. me to setm^-^* 
^ self i^ht-r*It has never been declared in 

words, therefore perhaps I am vain, and 
.presumptuous, to believe or to imagiiie-~ 

yet 1. do feel persuaded, tbat I am pre* 

ferred — that I am. . * .. . * .'* 
.. ,. '^iLiOv^, Oh, yes," said RosjimQud, 

^' a thoiisaud times I have thopght 90^ i 
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Iiave fek certain, that Count Altenber^ 
loved yon^ bnt now I am oonvinced,' 
alas ! cS my mistake — eonrinced at leait 
that his love is of that light, changeable 
sort, which is not worth iMmng — not 
worth yoxtr having.*' 

- "That last," -cried CaroUue "L 

An never beKcve/^ » ■ ■ She stepped^ 
and Mashed deeply-; — " What does my 
AOiber say r"* added she, in a timid 
v«ice« 

** My nftother i am %\xm thought ooce 
that he loved Caroline^ Did not yen 
mother V^ said Rosamond. 

•^ Yet, tsiy^i^^ «n9W«redi Mrs. Percy, 
" i have thoQght so^^^^And I am not yef 
Mnvinced^ th^t we wisre mistaken^^-^bM* 
I entijsely agrees with Caroline,, that thi».: 
i^ a Mi^ect, upon wiiidh we tmght not 
lo }^ our thoughts dwetl-^npon ^wlm^. 
she m patlACttlar ooght mot in propriety, 
in fimdlinee; to allow herself t^ Aink. h^ 
Till a mandeolares his lo^e, there 0Wi 
ever he dunger and impipoprie^ itf a 
WQAinifiH.heiie^Dg in hb MtadMieiit.'^^ 
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: ^* Ob, so I have tbcwght, so I have 
sdid on former oocaskms^ bow often, how 
dncerely I" said Carolime — " But this t9 
the first time I ever fdt it difficult to 
pYacti«e what I know to be wise and 
right — Hope — Sweet deceiver ! — No- 
Vain deceiver -^ I will not, since I onght 

BGPt to listen to you Moflier, I beg it 

at a favor, that yon will take me away 
ft&m this place .... this place^ where 
bat yesterday, \ thought myself js0 
happy." 

** But why, Caroline, wby mother, 
sbonld she do this,'^ expostnlated Rosa* 
mpnid--^^ If she ihinks, if yon thiak that 
he 'hDves her, if yon xk> not beSeve' that 
be bas changed, if yoo' do not believe that 
be is struck with a new iace, why should 
Cwolbiego?-~For Heafvefi's iadce, d# 
not. take bar away, tHi yon are sure, that 
itis neoeasary." 

^^ i wiU^beigmdcdiby ber opinion,'^ 
said Mm. ^eref^ ^^ ] can depend entirely 
onifaBToirik'pnidsnce/' >; 

, . ^^' Indead^ I >^nkit wiU jbe jnost pru- 
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dent, that I should not indulge myself in 
staying longer/* said Caroline— ^*^Ffoni 
^hat I have seen of Count 'Altenbergi 
we have reason to tbiuk^ that he acts in 
general from wise and good motives. Wi^ 
should therefore believe, that in the pre- 
sent instance his motives are ; good and 
adequate — I cannot suspect that lie ajQts 
ffom caprice -^ What the nature of /the 
obstacle may be, I can only guess — : But 
I am inclined to think, that sonae opp<^ 
sing duty" 

^^ His duty," said Rosamond, ^^ I sup- 
pose he must have known before to day* 
^~ What new duty can he have disco- 
vered'— No, no; men are hot so very, apt 
in love matters to: think of opposing 
duties, as women do.-~F*Mucfainore likely 
that he has heard something to your dis^ 
advantage, Caroline, from the Fakoueri^. 
I can tell you, that Lady France Ar- 
lington gave me a hint, tthat strange 
things had been sand, and great pains 
taken to misrepresent you to the Count/* 

^\ If injurious repfeseiitations^ . have 
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lieen made of i me to him,*' replied 
Caroline, ^^ he will In time discover the 
fasehood of snch report ; or, if he he- 
lieve tbem withont examination, he is not 
what I imagine him to be — No — I am 
convinced he has too noble a mind, too 
just an understanding, to be misled by 
calnmny/'— — 

Mrs. Percy declared she was deci- 
tledly of this opinion. '^ The obstacle, 
whatever it inay be, my dear mother," 
continued Caroline, with the earnest tqne 
and expression of countenance of a per- 
son of strong mind, at once feeling and 
thinking deeply — " The difficulty, what- 
ever it is, must be either such as time 
'will obviate or increase ; the obstacle 
'must be either conquerable or uncon- 
querable ; if he love me, as 1 thought he 
did, if he have the energy of character I 
thiiikhe possesses, he will conquer it, if 

it' can be conquered- if it be uncoik- 

'querable, what misery, what madness, to 

suffer my affections : to be irrevbcabSy 

'^'engaged I or what base vanity to wish^ if 



18« PATEONA6B. 

it were in my power to inspire him with 
an nob uppy passion I ' * Then^ in every 
point of view^ mother^ sorely it is best, 
that I shcMild leave this • • . « dangerons 
pjaoe/' said Caroline, snuling. — ^ ^' Yet 
you are both so happy here, I am sorry 
to be the cansd."" 

" My love," said her mother, ^ to ss 
all things are trifles, compared with what 
it is right and becoming that yoe afaosfii 
do. I entirely approve and applaad your 
praden^e and resolntion-^what yon desirfe 
shall be done, as soon as poissible. Wb * 
iwill go home to morrow momsDg/* 

^' But, my dear Ma'am! so saddeidy)! 
consider," cried Rosamond, ^' how very 
strange this wfll appear to Mrs* Honger* ^ 
&rd, and to every body !"^ 

^ My dear Rossmond, these ^ire some 
of the small dhKcokies, the false delica^ 
icies, whidbi so «i^Q prevent people from 
skiing what is right, or what is essentially 
qiecessairy fbr die secority of the peace 
and happiness of their wlKde Uves^" said 
i!M[r&.'.Feyty. ^ 
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' '^ That is true/* re^d RosainMid> 
'^ Mkd I do not obfed to doing the thit^,; 
bnt 1 only msh we bad some good tfece^ 
emcBte Jbr Tiinnuig away. *^Yoa ickm^t ex-? 
I»ct tiat Mrs. HixDger&ird .will part with 
]f9irwithont remoostntDce, wttkoat strag- 
gle, Wfidioiit even . inqiiiiing^ irb j yon: 
nmst run avay ?*-^ I aui ^ose I hope she 
^(pitt oat aak me» fori am not picepaTiedt 
wflh an jtnBn^r-r-and mj &ice iH)iilidt 
n«feK>da« aW vonU gire iray at/the £rslr 
gUoiM of her penet«aii«g ^yi»—WimtL 

« Hie tittth," -rwpUed Caj?ftli*e^-^; 
*^ Mn. Hbngwfwd bal jever li^oated me 
with so ihach kindness^ has shown ine 4^ 
m^k affection wd e^teem^ %ej« rocb a 
wimi interest . io all that (ionei3ri»l ri«> 
and is' ^mwtf of fio noble a diameter,. 
that ^he oomnuMids insy. entire con^^i^ape: 
-~Aiid ah/e s^liatl bave it witboat reserve. 
SiiiQ9 yny mother ^lief^ witb sne ifi. 
thiiiktog, thai: L«dy Flor^ce ba« not 
l^«n in aioy degn^e -the cai^ of the. 
(%ange qf juanaer ^« have i^J^a^Qrved^: 
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there can be no impropriety on thato. 
accpnnt in oar speaking of the subject \ 
to Mrs. Hungerford — My honor is tts 
safe I am convinced in her handa, aa ii&^v 
my mother^s ... as to the rest, it may be ] 
painful, humiliating . • • • but what iak^ 
meant by confidence, by openness .td«i 
wards our friends? We are all of ifify 
ready enough to confess our virtsei^** 
said she, smiling • • • . ^' but our w€^4^- 
nesses, what humbles our pride to actri 
knowledge, we are apt to find some delirvr 
cate reason for keeping secrete Motb^jQ 
if you do not disapprove of it, I vri^li^ 
you to tell Mrs. Hungerford llie wbolf : 
truth.- 1 

' " Mrs. Percy entirely approved crf^ 
CaroUne'^s placing confident in ihi8«ei>H 
cellent friend.*" — She observed, ^^tba^, 
this was very di&rent from their girUd^^ 
gossipping sort of confidencesy which are, 
made Dften from one young lady to ano^ 
ther, m^ely front the want of something 
to say, 6r the pleasure of pattling abcmt 
love, or the hope of being encouraged by 
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tome weak young friend^ to indulge some 
Ibbiish passion.** 

"-The next mornings before Mrs. Han«^ 
gerford had left her apartment, Mrs^ 
Pfercy went to her, and explained the rea^ 
idtos, which induced Caroline to lefoM 
heHelf the pleasure of prolcmging her 
yMt at Hungerford Castle* 

Mrs. Hungerford was touched by the 
cofifidenoe, which Caroline placed ia 
hei^V^^ believe me," said she — *^ it it 
ndt displaced— ^I feel all itV vaJue-^And 
jaSiat- I lose her? I never parted with' 
Iwr without rc^t, and' that regret in-t 
cn^eases the mol^ I see of her. . I almost 
forget that she is not my own/ till I ant 
^led upon to relinquish her : but much 
asf I value her, .much as I enjoy her 
Meiety, I cannot be so selfish, as to 
liff^h^ to detain her, when her peace of 
iiiind is at stake. How few, how very 
few are there, of all the various young 
#^men I know, who would have the 
•gt>0d sense and resolution, I 'will say it, 
Ihe integrky of mind, to act as she doeB 4 
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— There is usually some sesrtimetttat 
casuistry, some cowardly fear, or .Unger-* 
idg hope, that prevavts jomng people in 
these cirraaatstaaces fnom doing the plam 
Mgfat tbiag^- Any thing but the plani 
ri^t thing diey are ready te do^^aoit 
there is always 'sone delicate reason £»> 
not telling the tmth^ espedaUy to diehr 
fiiends -^ taatt- aur .daugfaters, Mrs* 'Peney^ i 
aiie ^Mvie these thiiig&.*'^*-*^WiUb DCSfMlr^ 
to Const Akenberg^ Mrs. Hongerftv^ 
|aid> that^ ffoia many ohsemtioiia sh«r 
hadniade^ ahe fck no doubt mi bis hmmg, 
strongly attached to Cbmimeu-*^*' Thehr 
cksractors, . . their jsadecsfeaadsogs^ jara 
anited to each other ; they iaare the aaMfr.. 
high - Tievrs, the saaae magnammil^ v^ « 
With one exception • • • yon nnst allowrj^ 
a mefther*s partiality^ to mahe an euefN^ 
tion in iaTor of her awnsoQ^-— ^ ivith ont^ 
exceptkm, Count Altenbeig is the mmi » 
9f all others^ to whom I oottld wish toaea* : 
Caroline united'^- 1 never till jresterdagr: 
doubted that it would be -^ Bat I was ai| , . 
Amch struck with the cbar^ in his 
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manner^ as you have been. 1 agree 

liih: CaroHney that some- obstacle^ pro^ 
baUy of dctty^ has arisen — and I kope • . . 
Bat no^ I mrill hnitale ber example, and 
a» yoa tdl me she forbids herself to 
btopc^ so will I^-^if possible. «— At aH 
fkM&ts she raiaes herself, high as she was 
Atmj QSteem, Sftill h%beF by her present 
cflndtu^. Tell her so, my dear Mi^. 
Serby ->— yoa» her mother, may give this 
pnoaa, wkhont hortiog her delieacy. 
And tdl her^ that, ^M air I am, I have 
M^ forgotten so convpletely the fediiigs 
of^:iny' ykmlh, as not to be awaos, that 
saapense ii» sMae sitnatiims is the woist 
of><i?fls.-~Sbem«y he assured, ^atmy 
attMiion shalt be to mnch awake, as 
even her- ntodber's cooM be-^ And when 
iti)r '«tfakaig Aat l! think impartant or 
deellA^ occnrk^ she diall hew from me 
iaHfi^diateLy, or see toe, unless I should 
lofe the use df my liiribs^ or my ficul- 
tieft — ^Or unlesa iby heafct shaald totally 
ehtngfe ioi one day -^ which ^he will not 
itedilff hetteve to bet possible.'' --^v 
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A messenger came to sommon. Mrs. 
Hangerford to breakfast —* Soon after- 
.wards a ride was pn^posed by Mrs. Mor- 
timer. Coont Altenberg was to be one of 
this party, and he looked for a moment 
surprised and disappointed, wfa^i he 
found that Caroline was not gMng wiA 
them — But he forbore to ask, why she 
did not ride, and endeavored to occapy 
himself solely in helping Mrs. Mortim^ 
to mount her horse — Rosamond was ^ad 
to perceive, that he did not well know 
what he was doing. 

* Before they returned from t^lr ride^ 
the Ptercys were on their way to the 
Hills. —— nil this moment the sigitt of 
home, even after a short absence, had> on 
returning to it, always been delightfbl to 
Caroline ; but now> for the first time in 
her life, she was not sensible to this^ de- 
light; every object seemed to havd lost 
it*s brightness. In the stillness' of redre- 
ment, which she used to love^ she felt 
something sad and lifeless. The fkvorite 
glade, ^hich formerly she thought the 
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Tery spot so beautifnlly described by 
Dryden, as the scene of his ^^ Lady in the 
bower;** even this she fonnd. had lost 
il's clmrni. New to love^ CarolinQ wai 
' not till now aware, thut it throws a rar 
' idianoenpon every object^ which, whenpa3S- 
.\ ed away, seems to leave all nature chaoged* 
'Si' To banish, recollections, which she 
; ;kn0w that she ought not to indulge, she 
~ enijiloyed herself unremittingly* But 
Jber. mind did. not turn with it*s wonted 
-^energy to her. bccnpations, nor was it 
acted upon by those small motives of 
JnrdinaTy life, by which it had former- 
ly been exdied* When reading, her 
dioogfats would wander even from her 
favorite aoihors : '£very sul^ect they 
discussed would remind her of some con* 
venation that bad passed at Unngerford 
. : Castle ; some coincidence or di&rence 
. of o|mkion would lead her to digress; 
some observation more just or more 
striking ; some better expression, or 
' some expression whidi pleased her bet- 
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ter than the anthor^s^ wouM aecnr, ami* 
tbe book iras laid down* Tb^se digr^* 
skms of fancf wem yet loare frequcst, 
when she was endeMrovmg to, fix ha at- 
tratioA to drawiog, aeedle^worlc^ or to ao|p 
otbe? MdiaBtary onpkiymeiit. Exardse 
she iomid m^id. *^ She spent more tune 
thaen nraal in planting aod in gaidm* 
ing. — A simple remedy. — But practicat 
philosc^hy frequently finds diooe ssMnple 
remedies the best, which Providende: has 
pot within the reach of aU. 

One morning, soon after her retnrtt 
home, when she was alone and busy m 
her garden, she heard .voices at a dia* 
lance ; as they approached neairer, .'sfae 
iboQght she diitingiiished Mm; Hmiger-t 
fttnrd*s» She listened, and. looked towards 
tile polAi whence the Tokes had corner 

" All was silent — bat, a nunute af* 

terwardii,* she souse Mm*. Ujiiiigerfo^d 
eomiftig thMogh the:nairow. patkin tfaa 
Ihickttt ; Ca|xdine at first, speang fonilard 
to meet her -~-^ Theii. stepped shorty hc« 
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beart beating y&4emil|r**-«^she Hktrxght 
thsLt^ perbB^, Mrs. Huogtrfbrd :WM w> 
compsmied by Count Alteiibei!g; but 
Mcs. HuDgerfend was aksne* Adkamed 
of tile l|ope vrhicb bad glaaced ftorMss 
ber mittd^ and of the wd<te0 stop nhidi 
bad 1>etrayed b^ tbbughts, Caroline 
Qow iwent forward/ U^sbin^^ pt with 
iDgeotums dignity^ 

' Mrs. Hangerford embraced .ber .iidtli 
tendenieM, aad th^n asmming a'cbasr*- 
foltaoe— - 

' ^^ Yout cQDtber aed $iiter >wanlbl to 
jNurgAade ^/' md ^he, '^ th(A I sfaoaid 
4everfi(0d my way to jim^^hntl /lubted 
t^^a it that I conVl^^^-^Had I iwk itheiojh 
j&tiact far a txjjte ^iend to gidde me ? — So 
WW li^t me;sit do^w« and rest m$:self on 
df||6 pF0tly aeat^*^a very oomftorlalflb 
tbroAe ^r-and tbat k mjMg nweb d6ir a 
^one^r-'So tk^fi» f^r^ your tenitairiecs ^'' 
j^^kttnwd Mrs. Hiungerfwd, l^ooking 
jBomd, a^ talking wi^ a».«ir of play- 
^nlm^h tovgiv^ CanolJAie tiwe to reoMer 
Juftre^Af. 

VOL. III. K 
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" * *^ Why did yontiever invite me to ybnr 
garden }- — Perhaps, you think me a mere 
fire-side, arm-chair old woman, dead to 
all the beauties of nature ; but, I can 
assure you, that I have, all my life, from 
principle, cultivated this taste, which I 
think peculiarly suited to women, salu- 
tary nbt only to their health, but to thcTir 
happiness and their virtues — their do- 
mestie vii^tues iuereasing the interest 
.they take in thoir homes, heightening 
those feelings of associated pleasure, 
which extend from persons to places, and 
which are at once a proof of the strength 
of early attachments, and a security for 
their continuance to the latest period of 
life. Our friend. Count Alienberg, was 
observing to me the other day, that we 
Englishwomen, among bur other advan- 
tages, from otir modes of Kfe, from our 
spending so many months of the year 
in the country, have more opportu- 
nity of .forming and indulging these 
Pastes,: than is usual among fordgn kdies 
in the same rank of life. — Fortunately 
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1t>r us, we arc not like 8fr. Clay's 
French Coontess, or Dnchess, • *wko 
declared, that she hated innocent plea- 
sures.** 

After mentioning French Clay, Mrs* 
Hnngerford passed to a comparison be- 
tween him and 'Count Alteoherg.— ^She 
.liad met Mr. Clay in town, and disliked 
him.*—- ^^ He is an Englishman only by 
birth, and a Frenchman only by affec- 
" tation. — Count Altenberg, on the con- 
trary, a foreigner by birth, has all the 
tastes and principles tl^at msdce him 
"worthy to be an £ngli»hman« I am 
Convinced that, if be had libeity of 
• choice, he would prefer residing in Eng- 
' land to living in any country in the 
•* world. — Indeed, he e&piaessed that sen- 
' timent at pwting from «s yesterday.** 
■^ *^ At parting !"~ said Caroline—^* He 
■is gonetiben* 
V :f^ He i^, my Love.**— — ^ 
" • r Caroline wished to ask where ? — ar/d 
'^'M^ether he was gone for ever?— yet she 
'•K 2 
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coirtiniidd siknt*~aad becafla.^ extremeJj 
pale. 

Mrfi. HaogQiford^ withoai takiBg^amy 
notice of her emotion^ continued^ aad 
. answered all the quefetioaa vi^ich Caro- 
line msbed to ask. 

^' He is goine bmk to ^vmmj to his 
otvn court — ^recajled^ a$>liiQ:tDld »P> ^J 
iBome impeiious djaty4"T-' 

Carolifife revived * ' 

"So far yo« see;, niy dear^ we w^rc 
ijght^ ^as those usvtaHy at^, nvfco jadg^e 
froDfi .general principles.*'^ It was aatki^ 
deed to be credited,'' eontifin^d Mrs. 
Htttigeifoidj '" that -a Qjaa'tof!his<)iamc- 
ter arid nnderstaading $ha^ld net iHefely 
from eapniee. — What the nature <if the 
dnt^ laoay be, wh«itier reWting ;to )iis 
4»ty. j&i a puUic jw a prti^ate mm§ h^ 

did not expiain.— -The latiier I ftAr^- 

I apprehend some attachm(e.iit 4r'«a^gage>- 
ment, that will preheat hid itf^m to 
£iiglafrd.'^--In t^ia )c|b»e'be has idone most 
honmably^ at whatever risk 'or ifmk to 
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your affections^, my denr.-r-An^ FP»- 
hw&Ci m thea© trying circum^tancesi. 
aeted as faecomcss yoW setj wdyctfu^ 

" I hopr so/' aaid GarotoKBj, tiwidy •^• 
'* my mother, and Rosamond end^a(Vdf)94<' 
tb peai^snm me ob «^. poi^ti * k *.. .You 
ham^. seefL moBBsiace, wd mns^ ft^/^-' 
&cebe I»ett^ abk to Judge^^^ ^CoOOfe 
^fUtenbcorg bM.ncHiQ e{ tbat.piRems^i^Ciii 
df maannv i«liii:b.|Ktfs a vanumtJU^Mii 
bnguand i^Mstbss oj^fenraoatu --^Aiiit^ 
kk saastx dot yott. Akik. hi tiirer msri 
pected . . . . i?*^. - 

^ ii cannbtv iBttylo«% tell ndiat pases 
ut the swist.SiMiiMi ef iBMi*t hMrl 
. « . ^i xamh mm-e iiffifHiItc to iMn^lrote 
^usk \KHnaa's;' v^pliedL Mfs^ ilu»gs9ih 
£Drd> miliif^^'^lbife ^1^ tbk 9fiti«l]| 
fon, -^h^jm mmd, bint^,. o^t bqb> iehwUI II 
ever, gue^a^. that be bdk fii»i>^ ^wh » 
sn^ician . • • . Snapkinob l^w^U aotfall 
it. ^ . . •such a hogp^f^&f: ycmr vbolft 
fasiUjs te spoke in. t^raaia o£ tlbci bigb* 
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est regard. — Of you he dared^ nfkr 
trust himself to say much — but th^' 
litrie he did venture to say was ex-'' 
pressiye of the highest respect and ^s-' 
teem, — more he did not, and ought 
Bot^ t am convinced/ to have allovretE 
liimsetf/*— '^ 

' *^ I am satisfied — -qmte satisfied/* saKf 
Caroline, relieving her heart. fay a dec^ 
ffigh,— *^and, I thank yon, iiiy kind 
Mrs.;HQngerford.-r-Yon have pni ttm 
object at rest for ever in my miiiid*'^^ If 
Count Altenberg cdn love tne.ivhtt 
honor^ he will — If he cannot^ Heaveil 

forbid! I should wish it." ' - - 

' From' this' time Torwa;rVl^ CaroHnt^ 
tever spoke more upon the subjec^,;^ 
never mentioned the name of Count 
Altenberg. — She exerted all the strong 
Command she possessed over herself^ td 
eoniquer the languor and indolence^ to 
^bkrh she had found herself disposed. 
' It' is A difficult task to restore whdt 
Hiay be ^called the tone of ihe mind; to 
recpver the power of being acted iipoi> 
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ly commoQ and every day motiYes^i 
after sensibility has been anosnally exr 
dted. Where tbe affections, have been; 
deeply and long . engaged^ this is a^ 
task, which the most severe philoso- 
phy cannot accomplish, withont the 
aid of Time— ^ and of that superior 
{Kiw^y which it would be irreverent here 
to name. 

By^ using no concealment with her 
friends^ by permitting no self-delusion^ 
by having the courage to confess the first 
^mptom of partiality of which she was 
consckms^ Caroline prevented all danger, 
and put it out of her own power, to 
nourish a preference into a passion, 
which must ultimately have made her- 
self and her friends unhappy* Beside 
the advantages which she derived from 
her literary tastes^ and her habits of 
varying her occupations, she, at this 
time, found great resources in her warm 
and affectionate attachment to her own 
femily. — 

She had never yet arrived at that state 
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of egei&m, whicb marfei the beight ot 
pttdsion, when all ttiterest& and a&ctieM 
tinh 2dnA^itvML9h htfar^ ene exclusive and 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Whbn Ccnmt AJteBberg went to Urn- 
dea to obtaia bis passports^ he ^:iended: 
tius mioister^ levee^ to repeat his thanks' 
fat. ^6 ^ttfixAions with \vbicfa h« had; 
hioen bonbred^ and to pay his paiijug 
TOfipfiCts totLordOldhorough^ whose ta- 
hats and nnooniinon character haed mad^. 
an iodielihle impression on his mind. 

Afiter leree, when .the.Connt wa^ alone, 
ndtb tha paiuister^ amd-whe^x be asked' 
ushethec bis Lordship^ bad ^y eaampaiids. , 
that he could e^cecute at his own eQiirt>. 
he was. snquised^ by receiving* at once: 
a commission of a diflicidt and de}icate 
natiire. . Lord OldhoFongh, whose pene^. 
tration had seen into Count Ahenberg's, 
oharafiteir, and who knew how and when, 
to trust, though hewns.soppcfsed to bo. 
the BiDSt reserved of men^ confided to; 
k5 
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the Count his dissatisfaction with the' 
proceedings of Cunningham Falconer, 
his suspicious that the Envoy was play- 
ing double^ and endeavormg' to ingra- 
tiate himself abroad and at home with s 
party inimical to bis Lordship's interests. 
:^' Diploitaatists are all, more of le§s> J 
insincere/* ' said Lord Oldborbugh^-*^ 
*' But to have chosen an Envoy,* wh&^^ 
jbinis ingratitude to duplicity, wcmld re^' 
fleet no credit i>pbn the minister by- 
whom he was appointed. Were' I speak-" 
lug t& a common^ person^ I should not^ 
admit the possibility of ray having com-^ 
mitted such an error. But Couiit Alten-^ 
berg will judge by the whole, and hbfr 
by a part. — ^He knpws that cv^ry maiiF 
in power is* sometimes' the slave of ci^- 
cumstanc6$. This- Cnnhiughara Fal«^ 
eoner, all these Falconers were forcecfc 
upon me -^ how, — it is of little conse^ 
quence to ytm to beai-.-^— It is suffidttQ^ 
for me to assure you. Count, that it was/ 
not my judgment that erved. — Ncnrthe 
nee^sity has ceased. By other meafi^ 
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qiy purpose has been accomplished.— 
The Falconers are useless to me. But 
I will not abandon tho^e whoAi I have on-; 
dertaken to p)ro%eetj till V h^^^ proof , of 
ti^eir perfidy." . > * , 

. Lord Oldboroagfa then, explained the. 
points on wjbich he desired to , inform 
himself^ before he shcHild decide with re^ 
gard. to Cunningham. Copqt Altepberg; 
^uderltpok to procure for his Lordslvip, 
t^e means of ascertaining the fidelity o£, 
hj^ Envoy; and Lord Oldbqroagh .then 
turued the conversation on general poli- 
tics. He soon perceived^ that tl^ Cojunt 
ijras not as much interested in .tl^se^sqbrf 
je^|;s as formerly. . At p^ii(g^Lord Qld^^ 
tn^rofigh smiledyand said, .^ _• ^ ., r; 

," You have, been, prince I §aw yo» 
Ufit, Cadut; Altenberg, Jpo much ift %\i9 
9»iipauy, oi a- phHoftopheib who pr^ffiij 
the ..ba{^iliesa. of ;a .country gepthmw'^ 
]ffo,..Jto tbe.glp^ of A st^ite^maE^'s ffXtfn 
T-rBut height wiU. soon c.re^al. c high 
Noughts. <Ami>iti(m is . not dfad,; oply 
diJtmaiit within. .^ou-. It. )viU^; I.;hftB9 
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and trast^ make you ia time the ii|ln$t6r^ - 
am) pride of your eoantrj* In this hope^ ^ 
I bid you farewell;* 

CommidsiMter Falconer Having beeit . 
told by one of the people in lite antU 
chamber^ that Count Altenherg^ bad ar-^ . 
ifred^ and was now wiA the minkter^;. 
waitec^ an^donsly to 9et him, caught hkift^ 
in hia way out^ and eagerly pressect lii^ 
ittYitatioii from Mr9. Paficolier^ te ihm . 
of spend the ef enin^ wMi them— bnlf 
the Connt had now bis pasipbrt^ andl 
pleaded the absolnte necessity for- his^ 
immediately setting ent ^nhisretttrn t^ 
hi» owA conntry. The Coiaiiiissioner; 
frotia ar twffd w two th«rt> he haaardedt. 
upon Ae sabject, had the vexation U^ 
perceive) that his hopes of ^engagipg* 
Count Ahenhti^ t^ asmt the vie4i^ ^ 
hii sofi CbniubgHam were vain^.and^ h« 
fegvettady that he had wasted so mncb 
civility npoft a foreignier/ who conld 
ttHike him no vetorn* 

Mise Oeovgiana Falconer^'a morlglioa^ 
tipnaithtt Co«tit*a k^nng iSfigland: wee 



niicli^ alleviated^ bf fiiniing' tbat behafl* 
not beeiv d^taitHed by tbe charms of MUs»' 
CaroliBe Fwrey, ami sbe was almost con*-' 
9o}ed lor losing the prase herself, by sto- 
ing* tiiat k had not be^n won by her 
riral. Mrs, Pialconer too, though she' 
had' long abandoned aK hope» of the 
Getnat as a son-hi-law, yet rejoiced to 
be spared the humiliation of writing to* 
congratnlate Mr. and Mrs, Percys upon' 
the marrif^e and splendid estabHshment' 
oftheir ^Hghter. 

'^ After tfl, how ill they hare ma- 
naged^'* said Mrs. Falconer, *^ the game 
was in their own hands. Certainly Mrs. 
FM^y mudt be the* wors<» me<&her in the 
-worlify and the daughter, with aM her*' 
smse, a perJR^ct simplolon^ or they might 
have made up the match when they ha^ 
ijk^ Cwmt M to lAiemselves* at Hnnger- 
ferd-eastb." ^' 

^ 1 told you iQHg ago, bnt you would 
never bel)w4», Mrs. Fakoner/^ cried the 
etrnmiMLmidTy '^ that Coimt Allenberg'g 
fvlhitg jfMisskHl wtts am^ltidn^ tad tbai 
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be was not the least likdy to fall in l6yfirr 

e^ you ladies call it The old Princfty 

of is going fast^ and Conn t AUen-v 

berg's father has sent for him, that hfti 
may be on the spot to secure bis favour}, 
with the hereditary Prince— I ani stjre L 
hope Count Altenli^erg will not be minis-.; 
ter^ for, from the few words he said to\: 
ipe just now when I met faim^ he will not 
ent^r into my, views with regavd to Cu4rv 
uingham/' 

*' No, those political visions of yoorSyr 
Commissioner, seldom end in any thing ' 
but disappointment/' said Mrs. Falconer^/ 
— "I always said it would be so/' — 
. Then followed a scefie of recrimiiMfrt 
tion, such as was the usual conseqne<ic«: 
of the failure of any of the plans of thifr 
intriguing pain .1. 

. ^' And, Mrst Falcotery' oondnded the: 
Commissioner, *^ I augur as ill of y<mn. 
present, scheme for Georgiana, as 1 did- of 
the last./r^ Xou will .find, that all you 
dinners and concerts will be just as mndl* 
thrown away uppn the two Claja^; at 



PATRONAGE; 46f 

yioYir balls add plays were npon'Coant* 
Altenl^rg. — ^And this is the way, Ma'am,- 
jaa go on, plunging me deeper afad 
deeper in debt,*" said the Commissioner;' 
walking about the room much disturbed. 
-4—'* If any thing was to go wrong with 
Lord Oldborough/ what would beejottne' 
ofiisr 

-" My dear, that is a very nnseason* 
able apprebsnsion, for Lord Oldborougb, 
as I hear on ail sides, is ifirmer in power 
BOW than he ever was -^ of that, you 
know, you were but yesterday giving me^ 
asftwance and proof, -r- His* favor, yoxi^ 
know, is so high, that all, who. were' 
helped against him in that combination 
he detected, were, in consequence of hisi 
Lordship's letter, ' instantly dtsmissisd 
&oai office — hifi coUea^ues^ aise now of" 
bi$' choosing -r- tlie cabinet, I understand^ 
completely his own friends. — What ihore 
ad€imty»cdn you.'desire^''' -----•' . " 

>^ Your doA't understand mis, Mrs. Fal^ 
QCinav; I am, not thinking of the secu^y 
ofo Lord Oldborotrgh^s powet*^jbf itlutV 
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after all I have 8eeii> I c^n Hat^ HQ dwH 
-^ bat I am »ot sa suW oif ^ .• • . Z'' 

" TktcohtUmanee ^m^f oym/amr^ l» 
Vtt9 going to say> b«f it y^m paiaiiil tQ> 
luffi to otter the wovds,. and be bftd % 
aiaperstittom 4read common to oeurtien* 
oi speaking of did© decUoe ofhfot.'^ 
Besides^ be knew tbat reproacbtes fat' 
wm»iL of address m nannging I^viCHd-' 
boi:Qiigb*ii hnmoi wQuld iolisa^i&toljpi 
kAkm Horn Mrs. Fatransr, if Ite gam 
aitjic hint of tbifi^ kbd ; mad oa his adr 
dvess^. the Coinoiissioiiar piqued hyDSQl£ 
BAt w|thoat veaso».— r^Abvuptl;^ diangiag^ 
hsft tone^ and.taking^ that ^ of aBihAritj^ 
lahidh eyecy How akid ih^B he tbooght 
fit taassnane^ be said^ 

^ Mfs. Faleaaer/ there's one thing t 
M»D't alhiw-^-^I won't allow Cborgianst 
^nd. fovL to make a fool of jotuog Pet« 
erff.*^ 

^^ By no Bieaiia, mf loviOj Imtr if ha 
maHea a^ tool of himself^ yoa kao v/* 

^^Mr8.FaIcaoer^ yon TocoUaot the tiana^ 
action about the draft*' 
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" Yes, Ma*ain — The condkiee yen 
macfe then in iny name with Georgiaiia, 
I hold h«r to^ and f expeet, that ihe be 
prepared to^ be Mrs*. Feiealf within (be- 
yea^- ^ 

" I tol4 her so, my^ef—ond Sfhe ae- 
quiesces — she submits — she is ready ta 
obey — If iwdiing bettef oflfer» — — '^ 

'* If — Aj, there H is 1 — All- Ae time 
liciicn^ yw are loofeiRg to theCl^, ancE 
if thcrf fetl^ sbnebody else- \ri9f 9tartt!ipy 
yAxKn yint wiRttitRk^ a better matck tHrr 
Fctea]^ aii4- allthese peopleare ti>>be^/iflnMi^ 
and. so yaii W90 go on wasting my nionef 
aitd. ^ur imb 4m^<k PMealf wilt rrnii 
xfaiive i* fait» yira wat^ km 1iita> And P 
disB Kai^ Georgiaiia Uft tipon my banAi 
afti^alL"* 

* '^^No danger, my dlear.— My^prih^pte 
is the most satisfactory anc^ secure ima*- 
gtnablei-^Tot haTe.a nnnfiber rf tfckets 
i» th^ wheel—- then, if one comes up a 
blaok^ still you have a chance of a prize 
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in the next.— ^ Only have patience^ Mn 
Falconer-** 

'* Patience^ my dear, how can a man^ 
have patience^ when he has seen the 
same thing going on for years r And 1$ 
have said the same thing to yon pveiF 
and oveK— -a hundred times, Mrs, Pid^ 
coner." . "^ 

" A Jmndred timeSj at least, I grant,, 
and that,, perhaps, is enoBgh to tryiny 
patience, yonil allow, and. yet, yo« see,' 
how reasonable lan|«*— I h&ve only t«f 
repeat^ what is^ incotitroverttble^ tfastr 
when a girl has been brought np, aiul' 
has lived in a certain line, yon miist 
pnsh her in that line^ for she will notido* 
in any other. --^Yon mnsjt be senohle^^K^ 
no mere conn^ gentleman wonld^ ever 
think of Geoi^ana — We mnstpnsh her 
in the line for. which she is fit— iTIie 

fashionable line/*^ 

^ '' Push! Bless my soul. Ma'am! yon* 
have been poshing one or other of those: 
gids ey^ since they were in their tews,^ 
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Ikt jronr pushing signifies nothing. — ^The 
men^ don't you see^ back as fast as *the' 
ifQnien advance." 

• *^ Coarse! — Too coarse! too coiiimo'n- 
^ace an observation for yon, Commission* 
er/' said Mrs. Falconer, with admirable 
tanper, ^^ but when men are angry , they 
will say more than they think/' 

'' Ma*ain> I don't say half as much as 
I4ittik ...... • ever." * 

./^ Indeed I -^ Thai i$ a candid confes-^ 
yen, jfpr Tf ]!iicb I owe you credit, at all 
events." — 

. ^^ It*s a'fbollHh game . . . • it's afooKsh 
gfm9 • • • it*8 a losuig^ game/* eontinued 
t^ Coniinissioner, '^ and you will play ttf 
^HiWB are milled." 

o' l^ Not a losing giikie, if it be played 
witJ) temper and spirit* «^ Many throw up 
^'^ame like cowards, when, if they had 
but had courage fo double the bet, they 
l^^ld have made their fortnii^." ^ 
.; V Pshaw! PshiiwI" said ]theCopmis- 
jiiwer,*^*' Can you double your girls* 
beauty ? can you double their fortune ?" . 
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'^ Fashion standi io the place ho^ ^f 
beanty and fortune, Mr. Fa}coner; and' 
fashion, my girls, I hope you will allow, 
en>y." 

" Ei^oy ! What signifies thM ? 

Fashion, yoQ told me, was to win^ Con^t^ 
Akenberg, — has it won him? Are we^ 
one bit the bettor fpv the exp0Me we- wfBrcr 
at in ali those enteplainiMnts T* 

^^ All thaf^-^oT most of it ...» at kai* 
tbo popolari^ ball mast be -set down' 'to 
li«rd OMberoiigh*s aceount', and^tliat? in 
your affair, Commissioner.'* - •' 

^ And tie play aqd tke pky-Kouse^ 
an4 the dreasev! *- Was^ 'jS^Psth drast mfi 
aflair.-T*t)(d ^not ti^l yoth fp» ^«*m>» wftM^ 
ing your time upon that tM»- ^** 

^ Na wa(rterno^q§.hiM^bM»wastadj 
my dear C^mmisstoner ; Wlieve m^, mvmt 
m poiii<; of economy, we cxnftld m>t J^ara 
laid oftit money better. Sot at a tvi^ng ex^ 
pense^ we havo obtained for GeongMia 
the credit of having refased Count Al* 
tenb^rg. «— Lady Kew and Lady T^^lt 
ha^e^^pread the report. -^Ypu hnoiRir it is 
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not my business to speak ^-*-«Qd now tlie 
Count is gone^ who can coatradkt jt 
with any propriety ? — Tbe thing is uni- 
Tersally believed.— -Every body is talking 
of 4^ and the consequence is^ Gteorgiaua 
IB more an^fashion now thfinever she W95. 
— rXhcPe's SL proposal I bad for her this 
jpomi^g/' said Mrs. Palcoaer,, throwii|g 
^ letter carelessly before the Commis- 
stimea:. 

.. '^ A pippofial ! That is isoiuething wojrth 
^tejadiifg t&»" said the 'Commissioner^ 
patting on his spectacles. 

^* No, nothing wxi^-th our attention/* 
said Mrs. Fakouer^ " only e%hteen hqn- 
idv^d^ayear, which ^^ou know Geoigiaaia 
could not possibly live upon." 

" Better than nothing surely/* said the 
CoHunissionerj^ *^ let uie see." 

. ^^ Not better than Petcalf^ not withjn 
^ thousand a year so good^ putting 
Asia Minor out of the question. — Sp, 
yau know, I could not hesitate au in- 
stant.'* 

.^* But I hope your answer was very 
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civiT. People «re not aware what dan- 
gerous enemies they make on these oc- 
casions," said Mn': Falconer — " I hope 
your answer was very polite.'' — 

" Oh the pink of courtly/* said Mrfe. 
Falconer. " I lamented, that my dangh- 
' ter's fortune was so small, as to put it out of 
her power, &c. — and I added a great dlTal 
about merit, and the honor done ourfdUd" 
Ijfy and so oif. — But I wonder the main Bad 
the assurance to propose for Geor^ana, 
when he had nothing better to say for 
bimself." -J. 

« Petcalf, to be sure, if the Geiletel 
dies, is a thousand a year better. — - 1* be- 
lieve you are right there,** — said Mr. Fftl- 
coner, and with an air of calculating ctJn* 
sideration, — he took up a pen. — •' *^*^ 

^* But what are you about, ComaSis- 
sioner, going to write on that letter, a* if 
it was waste paper," — said Mrs.Falcoiifer, 
starting up, and taking it hastily'ffom 
him, — " 1 must have it for Lady TrSit, 
Lady Kew, and some more of our ifiti- 
mate friends, that they may be able- to 
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<ay they have seen the proposal^ for mo- 
thers and daughters too in these days 
are so apt to boast, that it is qnite neces* 
^ary to have some written docament to 
prodoce, and there's no going beyond 

•^ Cettainly — quite necessary. — And 

^^hat written docciinent,** said the Com- 

xnissioner^ smiling, — ** have you to pfo- 

- 4ape in the case of Connt Altenfoerg ?" — 

- ^ Oh, that is another afiair,"' said Mrs. 
JFs^lconer, smiling in her tnrn. " One 

must not in all cases have recourse to tlve 
«am6 expedients^ — B^isides, if we produce 
our proofs on one occasion, we shall de- 
pend upon having our word taken on 
trust another time. — And it would be too 
much, to make a practice of showing 
'genStemen's letters. — It is not what I 
:' 'sihoukl always do — certainly not with re- 
\gard to a man of Count Altenberg's rank 
and pretensions, who merits to be treated 

• with somewhat more consideration sure- 

• }y, than a man who hazards such a pro- 
posal as this.— I merely produced it to 
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sfaow you, tbat Georgiaaa is iti to absolute 
distress "for adanrers. -«— Atid :ttow^ itiy 
dear^ I must troable yoa , • • . those fmb- 
lie siv^gerfi ftre terribly expeBiiMFe^-'^yet at 
a ocMifcert >fe must have ifcem, «q4 one 
cannot have them withoat comittg up 
to their price.— I mast trioiible you to 
a^n this draft— for otir cat^oert' last 

^nA^lr __ 

*^ Now, Mrs. Faicciner, I 4>tive aignbd 
it," — -xried the Coiti:aii$sk^Ber;*~'^>a&d it 
is the last^ (or a similar |^i}if)Q9^ I «v^r 

wiU ?siga rUpon j»y honor ! ■* 

'^ I have invited every body te a-o^n- 
oeit here next we^ky' said Mrs. Faleewr^ 
— "Whqtc>anIdo?"— 
'' Bo as -a^ber^ do," ^«J4 t^e (Qoyinw- 
sinner, -^ ^^ let these moisinal profe^s^ors 
give sk ora^ert %% ^ur;tiM)se^-*---(th€)i^ ip- 
st^d of pacing them, yon ^b^re tteor 
profits, ^i»d you have 1h^ best e^mpasy 
at yonr house wto thebargain ."*— 

'^ Such things ar<e 4one, I know," said 
Mrs. Falcooer, " and 'by ^^ple <rf rank ; 
but Lady Jane Grantille -wimld W^ ^o 
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it, wlkii she was mare diatressed for mo- 
,ii£y than we we, and I know many say 
it is what they wmild not do.** 

" It mast be done by you, Mrs. Fal- 
i^oner, or yiia must give up having con- 
certs altogether/* — iaid the Cemmissioii- 
^r, leavhig the romn^ 

To give up concerts was quite im- 
possible, especially as French Clay was, 
or pretended to be, passionately fond of 
muic, and it was at her npiusicaL partie^^ 
.that he never failed to attend assiduous- 
ly, t-? The next eoncert was given by a 
'Pddbrated peiformer at Mrs. Falconet^ 
hpnse, and-^she and the singei's shared tl^ 
prckfit. -<-To sik4> meanness can the^ slaves 
of fashion cDiid€^eiid ] — 
. At tliis coacert it happened, Ihattbefe 
twas a neiw and remarkably hahdsbm^^ 
.graceful female Italian singer, who wits 
,^liCb admired by 4dl tlie gentlemen prif- 
sem!:iahd*partifi|larly by French Chj, 
who had setup, with UttH iear, and lelfe 
taste, far a great* judge of mtisic. 'He 
m^ amhitia^ pf appearing as the patron 

VOL. III. ' L 
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of this young performer. — He u^atsbont 
every where talking of her in raptures^ 
and making interest for her with all the, 
great people of his acquaintance.. Her 
own voice, and her own charms needed 
not the patronage of Mr. Clay ; from the 
night she was first produced at Mrs. Fal- 
coner s, she became at once the fashion^ 
and the height of the fashion. — Every 
body was eager to have her at their par- 
ties, especially as she had never yet been 
upon the stage. Admirers crowded round 
her, and among them were many of rank 
and fortune ; an old ear], and a young 
baronet, were of the number. The arr 
dor of fashion and competition so mnch 
increased the zeal of French Clay, that, 
what was at first only afiectation, became 
real enthusiasm. He was resolved to wio 
the lady from all his rivals. He had frer 
^uent opportunities of seeing her at Mrs^ 
Falconer^s^ where be appeared alwi^ in 
glory as her patron. 

Seraphiua, the fair Italian, considering 
Mrs. Fakoner as her first patroness, nutde 
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4t a paint of gratitude to bold her coa^ 
«erts frequently at her bouse. Mrs. Fat- 
t?oner was proad of the distinction. Fres^ 
eclat was thrown upon her, a«d upon her 
daughters. 

French Clay was always near' Miss 
'Georgiana Falconer, or near Ser^phina ; 
and be applauded each hj turns with aU 
4ie raptures of an amateur. Mrs. Fal- 
coner saw, that rivalship with die old eai4 
and the young Jbaronet had worked Mr. 
Clay into a passion for Seraphina; but 
she thought she knew how a passion for 
a singer must end, and as this 4id not in- 
terfere with her matrimonial designs, it 
gave her little inqnietude — Bets ran high 
iri the fashionable world upon the three 
candidates. Mrs. Falconer had no doubt, 
that the old Earl would carry off the 
prize, "as* he was extremely rich, and 
.Was r^ady to make ^ny settlement ^na 
av^jllR^blisbment— -Her prophecy would^ 
probably, have been accbmplished, but 
Aat French Clay, strongly urged by the 
jlbtxsedtate danger of losing the lady; 
ls2 
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.and flattered by Seraphiaa^s motben, 
who^ in another style of life^ was equal 
'to Mrs. Falconer in address and kaoii^ 
iedge of the worlds wus drawn in to olEer 
what alone conld balance theehmrms of 
«he Baronet'g youth, and bf the £arF5 
•wealth — He offered marriage -^ A w^ek 
after the ofier tl^as made, Seraplmia fae- 
.caqie Mrs. French Clay -~— Upon das 
marriage Commissioner Fakoner hasite&i- 
ed immediately to reproach his wtfe> 

^* There! Mrs. Falconer, I told yon 
At woiild never do — There is anoUier son- 
-in-law who has escaped yon."— 

Never did Mrs. Falconer's genins^ ap- 
.pear so great as in circumstances, which 
wonid have confoonded one of infwior 
resource. It is true, she had been tfaroenm 
intb surprise and consternation by* .the 
first news of this marriage ; but by tn 
able fiteoke she had turned delbat Co 
victory. With a . calm air of trHfai]^ 
j^he replied to her husband : 

^^ I beg your pardon, Mr: Falconer, 
French Clay was only my ostensifaie -ob^ 
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ject -*- 1 fthotild hare been very sorry to 
have bad bim for my son-in-law, for; 
&ongh it is. a secret, I know tbat be -i» 
oTerwbelmed with d^*--Tbe son^in-laii^ 
I really wished for has not escaped me. 
Sir — The elder brother,. English Clay- 
day of Clay-ttally I apprehend, yon- 
will allow, is rather a better match for 
y«mr danghter-^and bis proposal for 
fiboffgiana, his relation. Lady Trant, was; 
last night, authorized to make to me in 
form ' ^ • ■ ' And now. Commissioner, theni 
iaap end of yonr^fears that yonr daughter 
ifefaduld be left, at last, upon your bands*^ 
And iloiw,1^ flatter myself, yon will ac4 
* ^ knowledge, that I always knew what I 
^as about— Mistress of Clay-Hall, and 
of seven thousand a year^-^I think that 
II. dol^g .pi>etty well for a girl who -ha4 
nothing/' 

The Commissioner was so much de- 
lighted, that he willingly permitted bis 
lady to enjoy her triumph over him. 

** Now only consider. Commissioner/* 
she pursued — ^^ If I had huddled up that 
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iDlLtch with Petcalf ! — There ire peopl^r 
wha do nol know the difference between 
9i> shoe and a shoeing born ; but, I thank 
9y stars^ I am not one of them— ^Petcalf^ 
1*11 answer for it in case of necessity, that 
isy in case of any difficnlty en the part of 
Sir Robert Perey, I can turn over fa> 
Bell — Poor Petcalf!" added she, with 
a smile — ** I really have a regard forthat 
everlasting partner, and wish to leave 
him a chance of being partner for life, to 
poe of my daughters — I am sure he liAS 
feason to be excessively obliged to ms^&t 
thinking of him at this moment--^! must 
go to Georgiaaa and talk abont wedding 
dotbes — Laees, jewels, eqoipages^-^Mr. 
Clay, of Clay-Hall, piques himself . open 
having every thing the best of it's kind, 
^nd inther highest style — Happy I Happy 
girll»'— 

'^ H^py! Happy fath^, who has got 
her off his hands,** cried the CommiS'- 
fiioner. ' , 

*^ Twas my doing — *Twas.all my do- 
9^9* said Mrs. Falconen 



^^ It was, my dear — And how Was it 
brought about?" said Mr. Falconer; 
"stay one piinute from the wedding 
clothes, and tell me." 

Mrs. Falconer returned, and in the 
:]iride of successful intrigues explained 
all — that is, all she chose that her hus- 
band should know, 
i Lady Trant was Mr. Clay's near re-. 
*iatiou, and Mrs. Falconer's intimate 
friend — how she had engaged her Lady- 
ship so zealously in her cause was the 
: point, which Mrs. Falconer did not choose 
to explain, and into which the Commis- 
sioner never thought of inquiring. There 
^re moments, in which the most selfish 
myay be betrayed into a belief, that others 
. act from generous motives ; and the very 
principles, which they hold infallible 
applied to all other cases, they think 
admit in their own of an exception — ^^So 
Commissioner Falconer, notwithstanding 
his knowledge of the world, and jbi^ 
knowledge of himself, took it for grant* 
ed,- ths^t, in this instance. Lady Trant 
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acted fram the imptilse ef disinterested 
frieodsihip. This point happily admitted 
withoat qraestioo, all Ae rest Mrs. Fal* 
coner could satisfactorily ex]JaiD-^Lady 
Trant, being a friendj.she conld tmst 
entirely. Mrs. Falconer had opened her 
mind to her Ladyships and by her sug- 
gestion^ Lady Trant bad seized tfee 
happy moment, when English Clay was 
enraged against his brother for his strange 
marriage, and had deplored, that Clay- 
Hall^ and the fine estate belonging to 
it, should goto th4children of an Italxafi 
»inger — English CSay took fresh fire at 
this idea, and^ swore, that mtich as fce 
bated the notion of a wife and children, 
he had a great mind to marry on purpose 
to punish his brother, and to ctft him 
off, as he deserved, forever from- Clay- 
Hall — ^^LadyTratit commended his spi* 
rit, and nrged him to put his resolution 
into execution — English Clay, however, 
baulked a little at this — ** Women now 
a days,'* be ^aid, " were so cursed ex- 
pensive^ that scarce any fortane eonld 
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office for a wife, and horses, and all in 
^yte; and as to taking a wife, who 
wonld not be of a piece with the rest of 
his establishment, that was what he was 
not th^ man to .'do " — Lady Trant an- 
swered, " That of cotirse he wonld wish 
to Jiave a Jmkionable wife, that was the 
only thing that was wanting to make. 
Clay-Hall complete." 

^' Bat, then, an establishment that 
woB quite correct^ and in the first style 
for a bachelor, would be quite incorrect 
fast a fnanied man^ and every thing to 
do over again.^ 

" True, but thien, to g^w Jntq an 
eld bachelor, and to hear i^very body 
^vyiug) or to know thjat every body is 
saying behind your back -^-^ ^ He will 
neyer marry, you know; aq4 ^ bi9 
estate will go to his brpjtb^r, . ojr the* 
•ehtidren of Seraphina ith.e, siiiger.' '*— — r 
Thene ^e some menv;wlm^ m^P f^ 
tised of having the sam^ ides;, rfpe^ted^ 
and the self same trord3 ^jlteiKted;,b^t 

hi 
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on the contrary^ repetition was neces^ 
sary, in the first place, to give his mind 
time to take in an .idea; and afterward&y 
reiteration was agreeable, as it impressed 
him with a sense of conviction without the 
trouble of thought." — After Lady Trant 
had reiterated a sufficient time, he assent-^' 
ed, and declared, " what her Ladyship ob- 
served was d d true** but after a 

silence of several minutes, he added— 
'' Tbere*8 such a cnrsed deal of danger 
of being taken in by a woman, especially 
by one of these fashionable girls, who 
are all in the catch-match tine/* ■ La^ 
dy Tirant, who had been well tutored 
and prepared with replies . by Mrs; Fal-^ 
coner, answered, '^ that as Mr. Clay, 
of Clay-Hall, had a fortune that entitliddr 
him to ask any woman; so -he was, for 
the same reason, at &11 liberty to please* 
himself; and though family eonnexioi> 
and fkshicfn would of course be indtspen- 
Mble to Inm^ yet money could be na 
object to A man of his fortune-*-' he waa 
»0t Iflce mtey needy yoiung Qien^ ob]%«d 
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to sell themselves for a wife*s fortune, to 
pay old debts- — *^ No/* Lady Traot 
said^ ^' she was sore her relation and 
friend^. Mr. Clay, of Clay-Hall, would 
never bargain for a wife, and of course, 
where there was no . bargaining there, 
caold be no fear of being taken in." 

English Clay had never considered 
the matter in this point of view before ; 
but now it was pointed out, he con- 
fessed it struck him as very fmr — very 
fair: and his^ pride, of which he hajd a- 
comfortable portion, being now touched, 
he asse^ed both his disinterestedness 
and his right to judge and choose in this: 
business, entirely for himself-^ Who had 
a right to blame him ? his fortune was. 
Ilia own, and he would marry a girl 
without sixpence, if shf stnicli his faqcy*. 
Lady Trant supported him in 1^ hur 
mor, and he,.b^an to name s^me x)^ the 
]pang ladies of his acquaioUm^-^onQi 
W0i|id look lyeU in a curricle; anc(tii|(^^ 
would do the honors of bis h^QS^ A^n^ 
9u^hf4 anpthfer danc^ chfurmiffs^ij 
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add Wdiild be a dredit to him in a ball 
Toom; anotlier woDld make a sweetw 
tempered nurse when he should have 
Ae- gout— Bat Lady Trant fonnd some 
objection to every one he mentioned^ 
tin, at last, when he had named aH he 
could tkink of in remainder to his hearty 
Lady Trant proposed Miss Georgiana. 

'♦ But she was intended for his bro- 
ther.'' 

"Oht no ~-^ Lady Trant had very 
particular • reasons for being positive^ 
that neither Mr), or Miss Falconer iiad 
ever such an idea, however, they migfaf 
Bave 'kt it go abroad, perhaps, to con^ 
ceal their real wishes-^ Miss Georgianil 
Falconer had refused so many gentlemen 
•' • .Count Altenberg^ report said, among 
others, aiid' it was pkin to Lady TrantJ 
that the young lady caudd notbeeasfly 
pleased— ^that her* affections were not tor 
bfe engaged very readfly— ^Yet she bad d 
^tion, she t>wned> that • if . ; . . . Bol 
rt« wa> ' *rt &ti liberty to ^ay moife:-r — ^ 
SQidvas *dnly cidtiivinced^' tl^iat no ^1 urds 
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more ftdmired than Miss Georgiana Fal* 
coner, and no woman would do greater 
credit to the taste of a man of fashion. 
She had all the requisites Mr. Clay had 
named. She would look well in a cur* 
ticle ; she would do the honors of his 
house charmingly — *- she sung and danced 
divinely*— —And Lady Trant summed 
up all by reiterating, that Miss Geor- 
g;iaTia Falconer never wonld have mar-* 
lied bis brother. 

1%is persuasive flattery, combining 
Irith English Clay's anger against his 
brother, had such effect, that he pro- 
tested^ if it was noft for the trouble of 
Ihe thing, he did not care if he mar- 
lied next week. But the making the 
proposal, and aH that, was an awkward, 
troublesome bcisiness, to which he conld 
uot bring himself. — Lady Trant kindly^ 
oflered f p take all trouble of this sort off 
his hands, undertook to speak to Mrs. 
Falconer if she had his authority for so 
doing, and engaged that he should bc^ 
narried. without any kind of awkward^ 
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ness or difficnlty. — la conseqaence o€ 
this assarance. Lady Trant was empow- 
ered by Mr. Clay to make the propo- 
sal^ which was received with so mucb 
joy and triumph by Mrs. Falconer and 
by her Georgiana. 

But their joy and triumph were not of 
long duration. In this family^ where 
none of the members of it acted in con-^ 
cert, or well knew what the others weiei 
doing, where each had some s^paratiej 
interest, vanity, or vice to be pursued cmt 
indul^d, it often haj^ned, that pa% 
individual counteracted the other, audi 
none were willing to abandon their self^ 
ish purpose, whether of interest or plea^ 
sure. On the present occasion, by a 
curious concatenation of circumstances, 
it happened, that Buckhurst Falconei^^ 
who had formerly been the foiled dar-* 
ling of \m mother, was the person whose 
interest immediately crossed h^rs ;. find; 
if he pursued his object, it mu!^ be at tbe^ 
risk of breaking off his lister Georgiana'^ 
marriage with English CIay*~^It is ne- 
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oessary to go back a few steps to trace 
the progress of Backhorst Falconer*s 
history — It is a. painful task to recapita- 
kite and follow the gradual deterioration 
of a disposition such as his ; to mark the 
rain and degradation of a character^ 
which, notwithstanding it's faults, had a 
d^ree of generosity and openness, with 
a sense of honor and quick feeling, which^ 
early in life, promised well ; and which, 
bat for parental weakness and mistaken 
s^tem, might have been matured into 
every thing good and great. After his 
mother had, by introducing him early 
to fashionable company, and to a life of: 
idleness and dissipation, disgusted him 
with the profession of the taw, in which, 
with talents such as his, he might, with 
application and perseverance, have risen 
to wealtii and einineuce — After his fa-* 
titer had, by duplicity axtd tyranny,^ 
forced him into that sacred profession^ 
for which the young man felt himself 
nnfit,. and which his conscience long r^* 
fined: ta consider meeely as the mean? of' 
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wordly pTovision, the next step was to' 
send bim, with a profligate patron, ar : 
chaplain to a reginieat* notorious for* 
gambling — The first sacrifice of prin*' 
ciple made^ his ' sense of honor, doty,.: ^ 
and virtne^ once abandoned, his natoral'* ; 
sensilnlity oidy hastened his -perv^ikm^si 
He had a high »iea of the clerical dm^L « 
racter ; btit his past habits and his pr&f : 
3ent duties were in direct .oppQ8iticai& : 
Indeed, in the Sftuation in whkb be w»: i 
placed, and with the society into. which • 
be was thrown, it would batte requirsdi i 
more than a coinfnon share of civil covm 
rage, and all the steadiness of a veteraa . 
in virtue, to have withstood the temjp^ • 
tations by which he was surrounded*' > 
Even if he hsbd possessed sufficient reao*' . 
lution to change bis former habits, and : 
to become a good clergyman, his com-. . 
panions and his ipatr6n^ instead of ae«-' 
specting, would -hav4d shunAied him as ac 
censor. Unwilling to give/ip thie pleaK 
4(ures ijf conviviality, and incapable of 
sustaimng jthe jnai^rrdost «f ndifcoi^ 
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Buckhurst Falconer soou algured all the 
ptincjples to which he could not adhere 
— He soon gloried in the open defiance 
^f eTery thing, that he had once held, 
right -^ Upon all occasions, afraid o£ 
being supposed to be -subject to any 
iestraiotiis a clergyman, or to be influ-^ 
enoed by any of the prejudices of bis 
professioo, be strove, continnaBy, to 
show bis UheraUty and spirit by darings 
both in words and actions, beyond what 

othera dared. He might have been 

checked and stopped in his career of 
ntravaganoe by the actnal want of mo^ 
ney and of credit, had he not pnlnddly 
l^btained^ at this early period, a livingj 
as^n reward for saving Bishop Clay from 
beinjg cboked-^This preferment, obtained 
in circumstances so ludicrous^ aferded 
him matter of much temporary amuse^- 
ment and triumph ; and confirmed hiin 
ittthe idea his father bad long labored 
^ inculcate, that mbnt was niiiiecessa^ 
ttf riskig in the world or in. the dburcb* 
But however he might endeavor 16 
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Wind himself to the trnth, and how- 
ever general opinion was shut out froi» 
him for a time by those profligate, per- 
sons with whom he livedo yet he could 
not help no>v and then, seeing and felel* 
ing^that he had lost. respectability^ an4 
in the midst. of. noisy merri^ient ^h^ waisr 
often to himself an object of secret and, 
sad contempt — Soqo aftei^ he i^as sepa- 
rated for a time from Colonel Hautonc 
and his companions, by going ta take 
possession of his living, he made an ef-« 
fort to regain his self-complacency. .He 
endeavored to distinguish himself as an 
eloquent preacher. Ashamed of avoi^r 
ing to his associates better motives, b^ 
which he was partly actuated, he pro- 
tested, that he preached only for fame 
and a deanery — His talents were sucU 
as soon accomplished half his wish, anct 
ensured him celebrity — -he obtained op- 
portunities of preaching in a fashionabJe 
iphapel in London^ he was prodigiously 
foUowjU^d— ^hiis theatrical manner, per- 
haps^ increased the eifect. of . his fiko- 
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%atnce ypon a certain class of his au* 
ditoi's ; bat the more sober and nice 
iudging pait of his congregation objected 
to this dramatic art and declamatory 
style, as tending to draw the attention; 
from the doctnne to the preaeher, and 
to obtain admiration from man, more 
than to do honor to God. This, how- 
ever, might have passed as a ihatter of 
specnlativc opinion or difference of tast^; 
provided the preacher is believed to be 
VI earnest, the style of his preaching is 
of little comparative consequmice. But 
the moment he is suspected of bei^g 
ipsinceie^ the moment it is found, that 
^p doe? not practise what he preaches^ 
^i[s power over the rational mind ceases ; 
s^nd to naoral feeling such ; a clergy^ 
man becomes an object, upt only of coi>« 
:tempt, bnt of disgust and abhorrence* 
Murmur^ were soon heard against the 
^j^rivate conduct of the celebrated 
nreaclier — Perhaps envy for his talents 
»nd success mingled her voice with tho 
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bonest aocpressioDS of \4rtuoii[9 iitdig- 
nation; the nmrmars grew louder and'* 
louder; arid Backkorst Falconer^ to 
aTOid having inquiricfs made^ and irre^ 
galarities bronght to lights was obliged 
to yield to a rival preacher of far in- 
ferior talents^ but of more correct con- 
doct. 

Commissioner Falconer was glad^ that' 
his son was disappointed in this manner^' 
as he thought it wonld niake hrm morei 
attentive than be bad been^ of late^ to 
Colonel Hatiton ; land the livit^g of Chip- 
l&ifg^Friara waa better worth locdcing 
Aftei-j than the fleeting fame of a popular 
]Albaehen Bnckfaiirst, however, stBl held 
fame in blghet • estimation ijian it ha^ 
45y«r beei^ h^ld byhis fAtbef, t^hd nevet* 
valued it; but ad subordinate t6 interest^ 
But the love of fame/ hbwever strperK>t 
to mercenary babrts^ afibrds no security 
for the stability of cbnduct ; on the con^ 
trary, without' good sense and resoltt-^ 
i^ob/ it Infallibly accelerates the degehe-^ 
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racy of character. Biickhiirst*i$ hopes of 
obtaining }iterary celebrity being lost^ 
')ie sunk ani^tber ^ep^ and now contented 
himfi^f with the kind of i«>tonety which 
pan be gained by a man of talents^ who 
Cjpndescei^s to be the wit of priva*te 
cjircles a^d of public dinners. Still he 
imet with many competitors in this line. 
Ifk the metiHipolis, the mendicants fu 
fs^e, like the professional beggars, poT'^ 
|iop Ottt tibe town among them, and 
ai|hpe^er ventures to ply beyond his air 
lotted tvalk, is immediately jostled and 
abpsed, ^d the false pretensions of thf 
wit> ^nd all the tricks to obtain admira* 
fipn, are as snre to be exposed by some 
riyals of the trade, as the false legs, armsj 
l^nd varipna in^ostures of the beggar 
?^ 4en<mficed by the brother beggar, on 
^hgse monopoly he has infringed — — ^ 
puff wit was soon compell^to confine 
himself to his own set, and gradually h^ 
degenerated from being the wit, to.b^ing 
thi5 .good *ory-t6ller of tl\e company. 
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A man who lives by pkasing, must be- 
come whatever tlie society, in which he 
lives, desire. Colonel Hauton and his 
aissociates had but little taste for pnre 
wit — low humor and facetious stories 
were more suited to their capacities, 
slang aiid buffoonery were their delight. 
Buckhurst had «arly become a pri3ficieiit 
in all these : the respect due to the cle- 
rical character had not restrained him 
from the exercise of arts for his owii 
amusement, which he now found indis- 
pensably requisite for the entertainment 
of others, and to preserve favor with his 
patron. Contrary to all calculation, 
and, as the Commissioner said, to all 
reasonable expectation, the old paralytic 
incumbent had continued to live, and so 
many years had passed since the promise 
had been made to Auckhtfrst of this 
living, the transaction, id conseqcieiice 
of which it was promised, was now so 
completely forgotten, that the Commit 
aioner feared' that Colonel Hauton^ no* 
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longer under the iitflnence of shain^, 
might consider the promise as merely 
gratuitous^ not binding.— —Therefore 
the cautious father was solicitous^ that 
his son should incessantly stidc close to 
the Colonel, who, as ft was observed, 
never recollected his absent friends. 
Bucl^hurst, though he knew hiai to b6 
selfish and silly, yet had no suspicion 
of his breaking his promise, because he 
piqued himself on being a man of honor; 
and little as he cared, in general, for any 
one but hiinself, Colonel Haaton had 
often declared, that he oould not liye 
without Buckhurst Falconer. He was 
always driving with the Colone], riding, 
betting with him, or relieving him from 
the sense of his own inability, by making 
a jest of some person. Buckhurst's ta- 
lents for mimickry were an in&lliUe. 
resource. In particular he could mimick 
the two Clays to perfection, could take 
off the affected tone, foreign airs, and. 
quick ^talkative vanity of FMach Clay, 
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mod represent the slow surly reserye^ 
iupercilious sllenoe, and solejoan selt- 
iioportance of English Clay ; Bockhurst 
used to imitate not only their manner^ 
^sture, and voice, bnt could hold con- 
versations 10 their charac^ers^ fall natu* 
rally into their train of thinking ^ad 
their modes of expression. Once a week^ 
at least, the two Clays were ii^troduced 
for the amusement of their frimd Cploi^ 
Hauton, who, at the hondi%dth repre- 
sentation, was as well pleased as at the 
first, and never failed to ^^ witness hi^' 
wonder with an idiot laugh'* — quite un- 
conscious that, the moonent afterwards, 
when he had left the room, this laugh 
was mimicked for the entertainment of 
the remainder of the hand of friends. It 
happened one night;, that Buckhurst Fal- 
coner, immediately ai^er Colonel Hauton^ 
had quitted the party, be^an to set the 
table in a roar,, by mimicking his laugh, 
.snuffliug voice,^ and silly observations it 
Vhe^,»tp:his^ qtter confusion^ his patron^^ 
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who he thought had left the room^ fe* 
inrned from behind a screen, and re- 
snmed his place opposite to Bdckhturst 
Vr-Not Banqbo^s ghost could have struck 
more terror into the heart of the guilty. 
!*-^— rBuckhurst grew pale as deaths and 
sodden silence ensued. Recovering his 
presence of mind, he thoaght that it wa& 
poissible the Colonel might be such a fbdl 
as not to have recognised himself; so by 
a wink to one of the company, and u 
kick under the table to' another,' he en-* 
deavored to make them join in his at* 
tempt to pass off. the whole as mimickry 
of a Colonel Hallerion. His companions 
supported him as he continued the farce, 
aod the laughter recommenced. Colonel • 
Hauton filled his glass, and said nothing ; 
by degrees, however, he joined or pre- 
tended to join in tlie laugh, and left the 
company without Bnckhurst^s being able^ 
exactly to determine whether he had 

duped him or not*--' After the Colonel 

was:fairlygane-»- for, this time, Buck- 
fanrst took xare- not only to look behind 
VOL. in. M 
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tlw soreMti b«t eswk to ^utf tfaer doorr ofr 
thft totichsunber, arid; Coc Yiak\ tSUi her 
b9tfd;biscpa(itiii^ wfawls^-mdicji' bkld:ai 
QrafcwaGeafiaR the£ qiBB8tio]i>^ duped- 
QV riot duped:? -<**-*^iyi'agfced:iinflattec^ 
ingrBdiddbHajrBti.. tbat/fao faadicoiiipielely- 
Mcceedi^iii'giiin^sf Jb«0»2ba92;/& ciboii^. 
and; he} wa&> partieukrljr; ccnaplinieatedi 
oifc^hisc addaress: fay*: aiMn SSoais^. chapfariirti 
to anoU^aoani.M^.iwas'jQiie&ofithe txtaad 
pany^r— -Tbeco v»ak sometUng^rcEraS^-^ 
pocritical' tone; inr Sloak^s.: Toieey. soine^ « 
thing: ofr. a^ douht&l oast. iir> Ubi^ eje9> 
wfakih^ for a (^oaumient^ liaisedj iiu Bodc*^* 
hursft's: miad. avSnspKiiDa:. of: Ifira&r^ Bntj- 
the next da^i CaloaellHauioat appmced: 
as uwal^ Bedclitirst rode^* droK^e^ .. aMk; 
jested witlr him as. bef6re^aridtiiefwhoIei 
transaetioiis wae^ .on his ^part^ ,fe«gj^ten. 

Aarioath. atibeoraixleitfabrrectcHuofr 

Glup{nn^Friamac£TiaUly dsedV-^Oonmss*** 
siomerFakoiier despatcli^d> ant exprtst) 
to his 6on^ who stoed-be^de Buekhfavs^) 
bed ivith thet new8^ j^ instant he dptn^ 
bis eyes in the . mOTBin^'^-«9-*^fiufd(fafeii8tt 



sent th« me^eHjgfef oti' h CJdlbifeMfaii- 
tcitffir-^ tlie barracW^ and tefow Bilcfc- 
hwst' W«s dressed; the- Cbloner^ gi*oom 
btoti^l Kitti^ ab' invltatfoti* to' mefet tf 
largfe' pmf iatrdfBfler-^" the' Cdlbnel' 
would be unavoidably engagfedi* b}^ r^ 
gimental bnsinew; all iaarAhi^*" 

Bnckhnrst's' fdend» and ari^^iraibtahi'ee 
n»^ Hdcked tlr cmigfattflate Mm, arid, 
by^ dihher' time, be had, in' isik'giaation^- 
disposed of the second year's tithfcfe^ * ahd* 
looked out for a'^ctrftite td do'tbe ddty 
of /ehipjMbg*Priiirs.~iThe cdinpany a^- 
seiAfble*' at' dirtnei*, and the Colonel 
seemed^ in uticoitimbtAjn godd ' spiHtid. 
•-^^■^^Budkhtfm,- jmUl * an^dJ tritufiptiaw: 
-i^wwhirfgi yi/^ saM' df xht' lIvlTi^, bat^ 
eV*r'f tWfag t^fer'tafkfen^fof 'grfant^d. -i-^* 
Itrttie ttfiddfe-trf^dilitePtbe Cofonelcricd^ 
^ Come, gentlemen, fill your glars^eis, and* 
dSriftk\wfthr^iin*,^iAfTtbe?heaith^pf the new 
redtorof » Chippiiig-FrUTBf* ThtJgfaJjses- 
v^t€' fiUefr irfstahitly, all* but BucUbturst' 
Pjikxiftw'sf whOjiof^ cobr^ thdught be* 
sh0nW>ndt dtiKk?hisr'pwn health; 
M 2 
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" Mr. Sloak, I have tb^ pleasure t(^ 
dtiDk your bealtb ; Mr. Sloak^ Rector of 
Chipping-Friars" —^ cried the patron, 
raisiog his Toice ; ** Blidihnrst;" added 
he with a malicious «mile — " You do not 
fill your glass.'* i ' ^ 

Buckhurst sat aghast — 
. " Colonel, is this a jest ? '* ' 

''A jest— By G no/' said the 

Colonel, ^^ I hav^ had enough of jests 
and jesters." 

^^ What can this mean ? •' ? -- 

. *^ It means," said the Colonel, cboU^f 
^^ that idiot as you take me, or maker 
me to be, I'm not fool enough to pd.- 
tronise a niimick to tnimick myself— And 
moreover, I' have the good of the churcfr 
too much at heart, to make erector of 
one who has no rectitude*—! can have 
my pun too." * j 

The laugh was instantly turned against 
Buckhurst. — Starting from table, he 
looked alternately at Colonel Hantoa 
and at Mr. Sloak, and could scarcely 
find words to express his ragef > * 
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** Hypocrisy L Trjacfiery ! Ingratitntie ! 
Cowardice ! — r- If my cloth did not pro- 
tect yoti, you wdold not dare Qh! 
that I was not a clergyman I •*— cried 
Backhnrst. 

^* It's a good time to wish it^ faith^** 
— said the Colonel, ** but you should 
have thought better before you put on 
the cloth." 

Cursing himself^ his patron, and his 
father^ Buckhnrst struck his forehead, 
and rushed out of the room; — An insult- 
ing. laugh followed from Colonel Hauton, 
in which Mr. Sioak and all the company 
joined — Buckhnrst heard it with feel- 
ings of powerless desperajtion-^He walk- 
ed as fast a$ possible, he almost ran 
through the barrack ya^i^d lei^d -through 
the streets of the tdwn, to get- as far^ 
he could from* this sceile^ iroilft th^e 
people — he found himself iii • th^ bp^n 
fields; and leaning against ^a<jtrge.^^ his 
^^rt almost bursting^ fdr^till he had a 
heart, • - 

'' Ob, '• Mn i^ercy !'* he ^ ^xdainied 



^00^5 ««firpW5{fyw«d.-r-=^ ^T^^f Jteft him 
/or JstMch.9, WT^<^ 9B ^ttM8?.TTr-rOh,.if I 

me — knew my better self! — rr-Afl^ if fee 

* ,<;0«W ^ ifte ;^t ^i^ moti^^Bt, h^ would 
pity .n^ • • .. Ph, Cfttolioe ! yoo would 
pitj^ . • . . No, y«a )^c)a}4 despise jb^, 
as I despise myself 1 am a Q^er^/QaQ ! 

> :A :> iQhJ jfether! fat^r! grbatii^'e you 
. tp aos^ierXor;]*' 

-.. To tfci* $ild4Qn p^K^ of >coMcfef«:a 
^mA feeing ^uoc^eded jfebe 4d^a of t^^e 
. x€!i^rM<^lv3$^ ivhiicb his fefeh^ ^mj}^ /poju- 
- J^ppjxhim -rrtfce jftcoU^rtioo of Imp .^fib^s, 

* i«4 Iti^ impossibility of {Vt^yiog tt)ieipf- 

* J^s 4e9tifeite> ihopeless ^ow^iiim -r^i^gpr 
, agWM^ tfap i^F rioter of . Oh^pfiflig- 

f ^Iroib .re^9Pn§d m%h ||»«reMf4 foiFe 

1 Uppil lki% ffli»d.,TTr-rTb* /xemaUiilf^ {Of 

HM 49V>,vd t}f» frbpl^.of jtiie 0fg|»t» 

. WffS^yVflmi in ^he^^ flnetjiii^l/wf^ »f plo- 
sion. Whenever he closed his ey/e^ .^d 
l»Blft io jjipst, ^^ iie^r^ thfii ($y>ioe of 



^ploi^ HHutoD filrialdng the health df 
Mr. Sloak^ and twice he started from liis 
isfesp^ After Jh»Mig oolkred bdth the 
oasctor and 4li8 pSLttmi t-^ The day Jmufght 
hioi uo jeUef^-^QfheaQQttmieiitliis credkm^ 
heardlhes&Gks, fteJknew (he -should be 
im.iioaiediafe dcu^rcdf itrre9t**^ile hur- 
ried to towti to dris father ^-^ Iris Csthar 
must know Jus fiittiatian^ Moner 4)r letter, 
And aoowibifig ^iDBi^ )be done. 

We:spare (dbe -raaAer jl shoc^ug'^seenfe 
to£>fiiiid acnd ^pamntd ]«sproifcbe&* 

They vneve hodi, at lagt, tuimpelkd to 
^retom to nhe qtieBtionj M^toat is to be 
,done?*'— ^The father (kclandi histittor 
kmhfUty to pay. his son's ddbt«^ ftnd «oki 
^im^ %hut now there iremafned btit one 
way of extricating himself from his c^ 
Realties*-*— Tx> tni^n to a better pa- 
^r^n r • . . 

"^^ Oh, Sir, I iMwre done with patrons;* 
cried Bfic^harst •^^ ^' Never n^ol^a Will 1 
*'look badk to pMf onage.^ 

'' What then vri/A yi»u 4^ Sir? — *- 
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Live 10 a jail tbe remainder of jmo' 
life?" . 

Beddiimt gave a deep sigh^ and^ aftef 
a panse^ said,." Wdl, Sir!-*-— Go on 

Who is to be my new patron? ** 

« Yonr old friend. Bishop Clay-T -: 

" I have no claim npon him. ^ He baa 

done miich for me already.** .il 

*^ Therefore he will do more.** .^ 

" Not pay my debts- and that as 

the pressing difficulty. — He* cannot e^ 
tricate me,' nnlessi he could give me. aj 
good Hying immediately, and he .ha^ 
none better than the one I have already^; 
except Dr. Leicester's — His deancuy^j, 
yon know, is in the gift of the crowxu| 
Besides, the good dean is likely to U^^ 
as long as I shall." . ./., 

. *• Stay — you do not yet, qnick Sir, sfi^ 
my scheme — a scheme which wonld^p^^jr^ 
'^oar debts and put you at ease at onee-:-;,j 
3Iiss Tammy Clay, the Bishop's sister.'.' ,, 
'^ An old, ugly, cross, avaricioqi^ 
devil r* cried Buckbar^t^ 
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• *^Rich! passing richl and well in^ 
clined toward yon, Bockburst^ as yon 



^' Buckfaurst said, ' that she was his 
abhorrence— ^ that the idea of a roan's 
selling himself in marriage, was so re»- 
ptignant to his feelings, that he c6al4 
never think of it -r that be would rather 
die in a jail. • . 

"• His father let him exhaust himself 
III' declamation, certain that he would 
be brought to think of it at last, by the 
nei^essity to which he wais reduced. ' The 
ii^ult Wasj, what the Commissioner saw j 
it must be* t- Creditors pressed. ~- A jaSl 
liTitaimediate view-r-nd resource butjMisli 
Tdmmy Clay. — He went' down to tlui 
country to the bishop's, to get out of tibe 
W*tf of * his- creditors, and — to coQsid^ 
abiiilt ifc^i^ — He fourtd no difficulty lik». 
ly'ta aris^ on the part of tbe lady. The 
bisbc^ 0ld> and almost doathig, gotem^ 
eli by fai^ sister Tamray> who wa| uik 
ftdmiMble hpuselt^ep^r, aid; * < kppt 'his 
table exquisitely^ -wasc bfonght, though 
M 5 



9.9FY r^atrntlti' to consgirt-totbflr mar- 
Jfi»ge. 

Not so acquiescent, however^ W^^S^ 
Mss Taiortiy> tvo pfffihew^ Wffit^^ 
mi EjigUsh. CJay. , Tl»?y }i«4 )ci<^4 

Irigbt ami pmpp^jr.rTrTtet. pfyss^}^ ^ 
^wr ivarryiog bM for ye^is t^ftp, »8 j^bi>F 

thought; out of the question.; »^^ fff |,U 
ll^» i»|Q«g m» tetf tb$ir Afiqq»ii|^t^e, 
iBnokhi»iit Fd}cqn?r uya? tb« ^py; 1|^ 

•W^O)^ lh(«vy ^9U(i) }}8V« S»sjjp<at«4»' tP 

Awe Aj%]i .ii9«igii. t^Pii ap»i; TwiR»jrTrr 
1^ bad i{«ji9 and'olteP bew ,^ sfH^^ 
iif:bM^||il^..-r:-FKflj^^Iay, j^bti^ W 

ft fiogep, iR»s ib«. i«Me.IbH4 a)>«t/fi»ta|t 

•ltoi#t b«. wa) net tn vfMipf b^rwon^y> 
VJ}A>9&9$d by ^hp idt% qf.heiDg. ^Ifi^ 

Iqr.the.PHltWMr^urhl^i? VirMJiiH;air-^ 

4nA ^ b.«^ «i9ivim«i9q«4i Ifft^ TxMNi* 

;%MMtn^ :CtlM^^ wh^11«TMt ^>BliMl^ 
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fiUriy, be did mt value h^ momj a 
tifigfe sUpeficet bill: be would not be 
Uickefl pnt af bu rights by any ia«n cir 
voQ^M breMbing.— Afittt Tafl^diy^ re- 
acting certaia words tb«« bad o^qaped 
Irim, derogatory to ber yooth and beantyi 
and beang natnrally oowilling to give *~ 
«aj thing but bereelf — refbsed to part 
wiA tbe six thousand pounds. — '' In 
thea» hard tiiiies, and when she was 
.gomg to marry ain eacpeMive husband;' 
eh^ laagbiiig,»aid, '/that all she had 
■Would be little exiough for her own ea* 
t^jiaBfaineat.'* Buckhiirst woidd willing- 
Jy haire gii^ea up the mm iu qaestioni 
but £^li&b Clay would not receive jx, 
. aaaouiisequenf^ of hia intercession. Hii 
.pride offeudod j^nckhurst^ tbey eaB»(^ to 
^gb words^ and high silence. -^ J^UsH 
jQbV ^«»fc ^ bl* relatioi^i Lady IVant, 
.an^ fi^it rqMoaobiqg.bef with bav|ng 
'beeur too prec^iitate m exe^u^ng bis 
.fiflstxcnnmisiion, gat0 ber a at^oiid» in 
w\m\f he begged, she wQ^ld »a}ce ^ de^ 
bS»««*.He Tfif|uertiBd he9 Lai^hip wfi^d 
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Snfonn Mrs. FalcoMr, that a double al:^^ 
Kaoce with her family was more than he 
had looked for — and in one word, that 
either her son Bnckharst*s marriage with- 
liis annt Tammy, or his own murriage 
with Miss Geor^ana, must be given up. 
^«*He wonld not have his aunt at her age 
make herself ridienlous, and he wonldl 
not connect himself with a family, whq 
conld ttphold a yonng man in duping an 
old wcMnan.— ^— Lady Trant might shape 
his messag6 as she pleased, but this was 
to be it's snbstfance.— — 1 

In consequence of Lady TrantV:iiw 
timation, which of course was made^widBl 
all possible delicacy, Georgiana and Mrs. 
Falconer wrote to Buddiurst ia^-^lEhe 
strongest terms, urging him to givejBK 
his intended marriage. -^-^ There were, ja^ 
they forcibly represented, so manyotiber 
old women with large 'fortunes, > who 
could in the course of a short time.tkfc 
found, wha would be. quite as ^^od 
matdiea for^bim, ihat it would acguela 
total insensibility *to the jaiteiest8r«o4 
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etrtreaties of "his beloved mother-, and 
riister, if he persisted in his present 
preposteriJns design. Btackhurst an- 
swered " ' 

^* MY DEAR MOTHER ANB GEORGlr. 

"I was married yesterday, and 
jsxtt a$ sorry for it to day, as yon caii 
be..^ — 

" ' Yours truly, 

" B.P." 

P; S,— ^^' There are other. young men 
with as good fortunes as English Clay in 
Ae world." 

•The letter and the postscrijA 4isap* 
pointed- and. enraged Mrs. Falconer and 
Geoi^iana beyond description. , 

; IBilglish Clay left his D. I. O. at Mrs. 
Falconer's door,r and hanged down to 
Ciay^HaH-— - . [ 

i 'Geo^iana, yiolent in the, ^xpressioiji 
#f ' her di^appotntpient, .would haye ex- 
^poiedhiefself to Lady TrM^t,,-an4MhaJ^ 
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Wr acqQaintahce ;' but Mrs. Falotmer/iii 
fhe MJdst of iier mortification^ xetaiDed 
tsotniaand of temper siiflicient, to ta)i#- 
thought for the future. 8he wsrnid 
Lady Trant to be silent^ and took pre- 
cautions to prevent the afinir from, beii% 
Icnowil ; providently detsrntinifng^ tliat^ as 
%o6n'M hef daughter should recover from 
the disappointment of losing Clajr-Hall, 
she wVmld marry her to Petcalf, and 
8(^e ker at once at the lodge in Asia 
Minor. 

^ T?H Georgiana is married,** said^^he 
to herself, *' the Commissioner will' nertihr 
l^t me have peace— if English ClAty^s 
breaking .off the match gets mnd, we 
are undone^ — ftr who vrill tlrfnk *f a 
. Vejected girii — beautiful or fltsbionftble 
though she be. •— So the best ^hing thtrt 
tan bi done is to marry her immedi- 
itely to Petcalf. -^ I will havt it so-^ and 
the wedding-clothes will not* hnvtf'ltecn 
bought in vam.'*-^-^ ' rr • . > 

The bringing down tbe' joxmj^ ludffe 
imagin^on> however^ frbm^G!fty-Hal 



and Mrs. Falconer often in the .bitteii- 
ifHA^ i»f hm kflaet esekubd, diat ^he 
thid tlic^ mott iingiSMte^ eiiiUiieii ^ tiiis 
world. It see«9 -thai it ua^dk ison^ 
pact between mothers and daughters^ of 
f-a certain class^ that if the young ladies 
are dressed, amused, advertised, and ex- 
hibited at every fashionable public place, 
and private party, their hearts, or hands 
at least, are to be absolutely at the dis- 
posal of their parents. 

It Was just when Mrs. Falconer was 
exasperated by Georgiana's ingratitude^ 
that her son Buckhurst was obliged to 
comA to London after his marriage^ to 
settli^with his creditors. His bride in- 
sipyted upon accompanying him, and 
: chose this nnpropitious time for being 

iBtrodaced to his family. And such a 

.'biridel •-'--— -Mrs, Buckhurst Falconer! — 
Saeh an introduction! — Such a recep- 
tion ! — His mptber cold and civil, mere- 
ly from policy to prevent their family 



2S6 BATKBIilAGB. 

qaarrels from becoming public ~ his sis^ 
ters • • ... 

Bat enough. — Here let us turn firom 
the painful .soene^ and I^aye this bouse 
divided against itself. — — 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

JUtterJrom Alfred to his Father* , 

** MY OBAE FATHER,. 

"I SEND yon two pampb- 
lets on the causes of the late changes in 
the ministry, one by a friend, the other by 
an enemy of Lord Oldborough*d. Tem- 
ple I should have thought the author of 
the fi»t, but that I know he has not 
time w write, and that there does not 
appear any of that behind the scene know-- 
ferfg*e, which his situation affords. — AM 
the pamphleteers and newspaper pbliti- 
cians write as if they knew the whole — 
some confident that ministi^ s|>lit oii one 
question — - some on another ; loiig decla- 
mations and abuse follow as usual ob 
each side, but WISE people, and of 



conrse myself among that nmnber^ sus- 
pect, ' that all that ,we know is, that we 
know nothing/ — That there was some 
private ipti%ae in Jhe cabiopt^ which 
has not yet transpired, T opine from 
Temple's reserve, whenever I have men* 
tioned.the snl^ect. .This marnii)g, jvhen 
I asked him to frank these pampHlejl^ 
he laughed, and said^ that I was sending 
coals to Newcastle — what this meant he 
jf^m»4 tp'^ii|d^% Of ra4)ber he attempt- 
^4p e^ifim ^ 'Mfoif hy tojb^i^nogt tluit 
^^^ ^ j[pod ^iwd^i^a^^ing o%p 
-W^U j»^ Jl^^Upr «at(» 4i^t«0G&.€f w^ 
liira^^pj^nf in ibn p^Ut^^l .wprjbd>.tb^|i 
j(bp8|B whp mv^ «)o^ Aq Abe ^sce^^f tin^ 
f^n, m^ ^ijitgept to rbpar lAie %^9f^ 
4ii:|wy reports vilA^ ^^^4hfirgfw^ h^ 
((Wicei>i0d tjb^kti jBii^t be se^dt^g i»a^* 
4i9fe f^r tbiokifig to ^ne, who coal4 
^4^ Ue^r tkm I <ftn.-r*I t»ixn«^ted 
Xfifli^f iforAJ^V^rterof sM) j^0x with a 
4tfM9r^lM;|iip«4ia» fto Ab}e« that 4t w^ 
#S9at)f ^ pitf ^ WMte i(:^opt pf ^h^ H9q«it3j 
Ibut J ipoQi^ g^ ii«£bi9S WM^e lrMi4M/». 



ifii^e-i-r-gr&^tide Iwr-lripd iikHi^if/ w- 
. I f^ifjkh :^t 'libe ii»m« -ft? a .geoora^ ieic- 

q|)re^9ni<>f Jcit»da«M, M0(V I <'«««He^itfbe 
. jl(¥^, «fid.4h«ipwu« 9^r il)«e«N(W-d :^ie- 

#^«4le., J ^ *hi» iwBtb .T#iaj»l4V totals <o 

Newcastle. But, if itis.fi S9«r«it,-I 

;;u)a«t ftpCiij^iM, w4 if it js ttttt,'ybu 

.in;{t •« jDf id^bP^Ms' frMa -aa kBMt- 
■ Jodi»ilweq(fi^trT.JUw^!Cft4l)|9i»Dgli« I ^toA, 

recommended At rtff JMr i|o <ii)9jdoy 'OBe in 
• Witiift Sttpdstwl: <ewci«B* Jk>ttf pondinig, 
: for :a (fOBt «atn^ ;nin^> Iihe vkttt, 

4tv^^ aIH itfs: AMunidfle^ Md Aocniaii- 
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> . . . "* 

law. — -'Heaven send me special sense^L oj^ 
special nonsense sufficient to avoid a^ 
nonsuit.— Of which there have been al- 
ready no less than three in this cause. 

"What do you think of Lord Oldbor 
ronghV kindness ? This is only one of 
many instances^ iii which I have traced^, 
his desire to serve me. It is not comrnqn^ 
with politicians, thus to recollect thpse^ 
who have no means of serving them, and 
who have never reminded them even pf 
their existence by attendance at levees, 
or by paying court iii any way actjvelj^ or, 
passively.— 

^* The Falconers are all discontent^' 
vnth his Lordship at this moment^ be- 
cause he has disposed of a sinecure place, 
on which the Commissioner had long h|^d 
his eye. — ^His Lordship ha^ given it^ta 
an old disablecl sea-H^aptain, whom he 
knew only by reputition. — 

^^ Tl^e accounts yoa have heard of Buck- . 
burst's- maiTiage^re^jklas! to^tme; and. 
•what you bnvfe beentokiof tfiie lafdy's age 
Hiid Qj^inesa it Jbt c^xkggeratedj — Aa to 
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her temper and her avarice, I am afraid 
^at what yoa have heard of them is also 
true ; for a brother lawyer of mine, who 
was employed to draw the settlements^ 
says^ she has taken care to keep every 
jienny she could in her own power; 
^nd that in the whole course of his prac- 
dce he never saw so hard a battle be- 
tween love and parsimony. — ^ Poor Buck- 
hiirst! who could have fqreseen that this • 
would be his fate! I piet him in the 
street jesterday with his bride, and be, 
Ibo^ei)^ as if he would rather be hanged, / 
than receive liiy congratulations ; I 
passed without* seeming to have seen 
tnejpa. 

^^ J have just received Mr. Barclay's 
Ult^, and am going .to wprkupon his 
seiltements. — ^So Caroline's wishes for La- 
dy Mary Pembroke will be accomplished. . 
-^*I asked Temple, whether Lord Oldbo- 
roijgh had heard any thing of Count Al- 
tenberg since his return to his own coun- 
ty.-— ^ Yes, — one private letter to Lord 
OMborough — from which nothing had. 



9^ Pj«Fl6nW€R^ 

trtiispfred'bht'Otie ' fioe^of giittei^l ^tiUii' 
fdfdvilitiesreceirAtfitj-Bd^Iima.-t^lViBf^ 
pIcf,'#boseeta»'tb'h'aTe fitntieA tfie-sttGii^' ' 
notion, and the'sienne \mlf^, thiA' wef faadi 
tdld= liie Testeydfff, ^HhtmH ^'qiieAiahf 
ii^lJiok,. tbat' LoWl bWborongh -hwd wtil» 
teti \*ith bid owti banfd^anahstirel]^ to- the' 
Cmfti^, wbidi' non^ oF tbe siicretartea 
bave sleen. 'Rmpleiin seaHng" trp'-thc^ 
padctet; vehttirt*' to' a»b,- ii^ttile* tHfere' 
vfta' ariy^c^Miuce of* seeing' Gotiift' Aitetar- 
bferg agfiin in 0£i%laridj •^* TSfeafe^at^be? 
kneW"*— tord'Oldbordagb!- arii^ifeWdi.'-^- 
l^m^e- wbd otf^ dl men i^' lealt Uke> 
OomtoiSisioAe*' P^eottie^ in:'' ciihc*ni9ocii'- ' 
tory address, at once blarted out," * Is - 
Ootttrf^Attenliirgi gding'tO'' be-rife^rifedV 
-^ Lo^d Dldfeeii«ugb tftwafed' ari*- lo^Atf i 
«pib«Wia^thsui^riSe;-. . . . . iWifetite?' 
si#f*ise ja^ bij- cnriosilfyj ^^ afr~tbfe mpr6- ' 
birf»%^of trie'Cirabt^ iriaWiig bfeiKrrfd-- 
sbifMbift' Confident' of Ms- liVfe- a^^f- 
iTBW^e'deel^erf'bcf Vis 'itf tdo^iriAdK^cbrfti • 
fAyJoil t6 bfe able te-d4ci*H — Uotd-Om^ • 
^da^-itti^ ntv-rffplyl burtook^nip^ a** 
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asiwert to s^mettiotial^. wliibb h& hadT oi!- 
dcced Tempici to dsait^ pottted^ont soa»e' 
tndncky) mistaken ui • it> . aiikl - ftiis^d» 
bjp sayingJ t6 hitn^ ^ Mr.-Tenpk) yioar 
tiftyngbtB are not in yanit bnsiofsss^ Sit; 
h do'^lmlitae ^au^are rn^lave^ iVhioh seti* 
teneei 'DBDip)&: declares his Lordship pf o*- 
iiOQnoed> with a^Iook and acc^otj thatT 
woolHibave- siiiteri*— ' 

.:*f ^ Swy I dttbeiieveyowhttvethe^piagsfie.^ 
-***Afid-if S0,. dorm© th& justice to let me' 
emfild^ lybbSh^tir^oda^your business^ tUl« 
ycnifare inai^riedJ 

. ^^ Tempfte isays^ that Lord OMbarbugUr 
is:pQrotiiid of showin^jhirBsdf ayfoe^tadoVey; 
which lie cofisideihs^asTtbe/baae cxf ajn^- 
tiMly^aad as: onet^of^ the wea&tfesses* of^ 
buBimn ^ imior^'i to! wbidal .a^t great itaii? 
ooj^'te be •snpeiidt. 

: ^* Wbethidf thai saccetaty • b«^ ri^ht or^ 
iiiaroa^an tUiii'opinnmrfof hi« Lordahi])^! I^^ 
hkrer not^* seeil > enbngb-' tebe* ahte- 16 de* * 
timMi(ae;iattdr I snapect^itiMfl Tei^plcs is^ 
not at pffewnt h^^pavfietetljk cHkrE oh^t^r^er. 
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— Ever since his visit to the country, he 
seems not to be entirely master of him- 
self: his heart is still hovering round 
about sonie absent object. What object 
I do not know/ for though he does not 
deny my charge, he will not tellme the 
name of his fair one. I suspect Lady: 
Frances Ariington of having stolen fiis 
heart. I am very sorry for it — for Tanx 
dear she is only coquetting with him. 
Temple says, that he is too poor to 
marry. He is so amiable, that I anaT 
sure he will make any woman he mar- 
ries happy, if it be not her own fault/ 
and if they have but enough to Uve* 
upon. It grieves me to hear his una- 
vailing daily regrets for having quitted^ 
the bar. Had he continued in his origi'^ 
nal profession, he might, and in all pro-^ 
bability would have been at this moment 
as his competitor, a man much his inferior 
in talent, actually is, in the . receipt of* 
4000 good pounds per annum, inde- 
pendent pf all ' men •— qnd might, bave^ 
married any woman in any rank* — Be- 
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^de$ ^ven vrith snch a patron as Lord 
Oldbprongh^ what would iie do with wj 
^ther? Temple feels dependasce grie^vons 

to Ijis'spirit He is qf a very good 

family^ md was not early used*to a ajih* 
j^rvient sitnatiou. His health too wi]]l 
jb^hort by' his calpse coufinepfpnt to the 
Joosineas pf office — a&d he has no t^me 
for indujlging his literary tastes — wo flay 
for his .geamsT-That was^his piigiQaji 
^I«eva^ce At the bar, but his ^ present 
^cm^ are less coBgeAial to his 

teste thaa law ever was. — His brother 
sea^tary, Mr, Shaw, is a mere TO^^ttpr ,of 
^act BOban^'who is particuWlj tuisuited 
to him,— an ol^jectoc to every thing, new, 
.s^ cwtailer and cpntemner of ,aU elo- 
c|uence*-7 poor .Temple is uneasy and dis- 
.coixtented, he would give up his situation 
to morrow, but that he cannot quit Lord 
OldbcMTongh — r He says, that he has a 
.jhimdred times resolved to resign^ that he 
. fa^ had his letter written, and t^e wor(|s 
,on bis lips,.'))ut he. nevicr could, when it 
.jcan^e^to ^he point, present the letter, or 
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pronounce the words to LordOldborocigii. 
Wonderful tlie ascendency this man has 
over the mind ! — Extraordinary his power 
of attaching, ivitfa manners so little con- 
ciliatory! Adieu, my dear Father, I 

haT'C indulged myself too long in writing 

to you — Bu^ I will work double tided fyr 

it the. Test ©f the morning. I have to 

read over the late Mr. Panton^s will^ smd 

to give our friend Mr. Gresham, an 

opinion upon it — Notwithstanding Rto- 

samOnd's cruelty to him, he is as. much 

our friend, and her friend, asever— Pan- 

ton^« will is on ten «ldns of pardiment ; 

and tten I have a plea in' rejoinder to 

draw for Lady Jaiwe Granville, and', worse 

than all, to read and answer four of her 

Ladyship*^ notes now on my table ^' ■ 

By the by, i would rather, carry on a 

suit for *any four men, tlran for one sdch 

woman of imsiness as poor Lady Jane— 

She is ne^'ser at rest one moment; nefver 

can beHeve, that either lawyer or ilplici- 

tor knows what he is about ---^ Always 

thinks her letters and note) can do more 
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thsm billsr in cbancery, or than tbe Lord 
Chancellor himself. She frets /* inces- 
santly. I ipn$t request Erasmus to medi- 
^ne her to repose } she has absolutdy a 
jawjevefr — ^Erasmus is at Richmond-^ 
»sent for by sooie grandee — ^^Hjeis in high 
practice --r he told me he began last week 
,to write to Ro^amqnd, from ,the bedsirfe 
.of some sleeping patient,- a fuU and tnie 
answer to all her questions about Miss 
Panton — Constanpe I should say ~-£|at 
*the sleeper awakened, a.n^ ther Doctcwr 
.had ne^vpr ^ime tq finish hia. story - ^..^ . , 
. ^cjieii-^forlmiist finish— rLove* to all. 
, VfifLV Fa^h^r, Yours, aflFectionately, .. 
t , Alfred PBaey.'*— — 

: ** Just a^ I bjCgan the second , skin of 
Panf<jn*8 /will, a note was brought to m^ 

from , whom do yo^ think ? L,wd 

Pldborougb, requestingtQ see i^e at four 
p*cl9ck. ' What can bis Lordship want 
with me ?. — : I nmst^send this fraqk h^fprr " 
^ c«h satisfy my own curiosity on this 
point— ^r yourSji Rosamond." 



After finishihg \he 'fieru%al of Mk 

Piinton*s lon^-winded Willj writing aiil 

opinion upon it for Mr. Gresham, and 

penning a quieting note for poor Lasdy 

Jane Granville, Alfred, eager to be piihac- 

tual to the appointed hour, weiit to the 

minister. He need iibt have l6okdi*it 

Tah watdi so often, br have walked rfo 

•fist, for when he arrived, it wanted ^fii^e 

'minutes of the tiine appointed, ind his 

Xordship bad hot retttirned from a v&itlo 

*ttfe l)uke of Greenwich. AlfireSl was tdd 

however, that oirders hadlieen giten-'ibr 

ms 'admittance ; and he Was showlk into 

an apartment, Vrhere he hadlei^uTd^- 

'ling a iuU qu'sirter of an hour to adufke 

his own punctuality. At last he hcsptrd 

^ nbise off 'loud huzzas in the street, and 

looKihg out of the Window, he saw^ a 

cro\^d at the %rthest ehd'of the isfr^t, 

knd as 'it moved nearer, perceiVed thkt 

-ihe populace 'had taken the horses Frbm 

librd (Wdborough^s carirtage, and* were 

idraCwttig him fo his bwn door, with loud 

acclamations. -^ His Lordship bowed to 



jthemnltitadeasl)^ got^oat of bis car^ 
riage rather proudly and co|dJty^ jet s^ 
tfai^ qrowd thiew nji thej^ Ua^ an^ ^.^^^ 
zaed^ He apologjzed to A^fred^ a^ 1^^ 
entered the room^ for having been l^at^ 
fban bis Bpppkitmei^. Comn^ioner 
Faleoner and Mr. Temple weiie with 

i^im^ an4 the Coinmissioner immediately 
^f^gan to tell how they had hem delayed 
kf the zeal of the people. Liwd Oldr 
:^]foiigh took a paper from his pod^t» 

Lsmd walked to the window to read i^ 
rfril^pat seeming to hear one word thjQjt 

• idle .Commbfioner was saying, s^id witl^ 
]Emt paying any attention toihe acclan^fir 

vilums: of the moUitnde below^ -whichvireitp 
j^gain repeated on their seeing bw ^ thp 

L* window. When his L()T4^^.^a4 £m«b^ 

u lookfftg QVfT tjie p?^r,Jij .4jallc4>ipon 
4^1|)5b4 to witness iti (|q4 tb?ft ffe^Aftipg 

..i| tp Mr* Falcpner^ <he ^li, m jiis bi^fighr 

itiest mann^~— -,"4? cftpiyajf^^t* ^Jh 
Iw; tbat sjpecufe pla<;e wbj^ yon ^ked 
SofTf and which it was ont of my power 
fpfli>t»in foi; yon. T/m^ wa# gjiv^n- as 
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thejust reward of merit, and of piiblt^ 
tervicci Afy private debis^ . . . . ; 

Alfred Percy obsertredjtbat his Lordi^^ 
ship did «6t use the ' wbrd, ' ohBgd^ 
tUm. .1 i . 

' "My prirate debts to yout fafrrily> 
Mr; Falconer, could not be • paid from 
the public* fund* with which I am iti^ 
triistcd; butyou will not, I ho^e^findme 
the less desirous, tbattheysboufdbe^pro- 
p^rly . aAnowledged. Tlie - aiinuflty,-^' 
cbritinAed hie, putting his finger dn -the 
Amount, Which the Gonunissiorier longed 
fo s^e^ h^t bt which he had uot dared yei 
ti6 look-— *Mhe* annuity is to' the* ftrfl 
iMriount of'that place, \i4rffh, ltbinle7«tt 
'ftssu^'<t luC) wotfld satisfy your and -SVlwi 
^]edneF*s e^ectations.*' • • '^ 

' ^f'Oh^ my Lord, mor^ than sAtirfy, •'; 
%\it from your Lordship's privat» fortun^ 
■from your Lordship*S' own emoluments 
of office, I cannot possibly^ thittfc^ ;. • • 
-Mrs; Falconer would, I am sure, be eii& 
cessively distressed ...."♦ 

*' Do me the favor. Sir/ to let no more 
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be said npoh this 8ub|ect>''*~iiiterrapted 
Lord Oldborofogh*— — *" As you retum 
home, will you speak to those poor peo* 
pie, whom 1 stiU.hear in the street^ and 
advise, them now. to return peaceably 
to their homes. My man Rodney, I am 
afraid, has thought it for my honor, to be 
too liberal to these, good people. -^Buk 
you will speak to them, Commissioner/V 

The Commissioner, who never com-> 
pletelyjfelt Lord Oldbc^ongh's character, 
inagined that at this moment his Lord- 
sbip secretly ^siJQyed the cI^ipQr of popu- 
lar applnuse^ and that this cold indifr 
ference was affected -r — r Mr. Falconer, 
th^refoi^e protested with, a smile, " thj* 
he would do his best to calm th^ ei>* 
fhusiasm of the pepple, but that, it^ was 
a hard, if ifot impossible ^tsisk, to stc^ia 
the tide of Lord Oldborimgh's popularity 
r-TT— Eujoy your popularity ray fjCfrdV^ 
concluded Mr. Falconer — " Enjoy it ! — 
No minister in my memory ever . w^^^. ^ 
popular ! "— 

As soon as the Commissioner, after 



«7t mmoMiwsK 

^tsfiag: *tiiese words^ bad left the rooo^ 
hmd OUboroiigb> kr a toneof sotfeireigii 
contempt^ repeated the word/ 

^ Popularity !«~^^Tbere ga« a mm 
mcfr^ who thinks nid fit to be a fool to 
populanrkyP' 

'*' Popalarity," said Mr. Temple, '' is 
a bad master, bnt a go^d Servant* A 
great mau will/^ as Bai^ B$,jif ^^ d^t 
daia to veer like the weatbereock on the 
temple of fashion with every bteatb ioff 
popularity «— «*- Bat may he* net, my L<»^, 
.... jsay, foryouk«ow? . . * Maytto 
not wisely take advantage i»f the gale^ 
and ilirect this great iMftf?^/ so ai$fb 
work the state machinery to good pni^ 

^ A dangerous /wwer/* — replied Ldtft 
Oldborough, turning from his secrefarf 
to Alfred, as if he was impatient to 
speak of business ■ Temple, who had 
more the habits of a man of letters, thai^ 
^ a man of business, or of a courtier, 
was apt unseasonably to pursue a dis<f 
cnssion^ and to pique himself upon sh6w-** 
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i%g. sjin^c>^% ^J declaring a ^flference of 
opipion fipffi his patrop. Utterly jepag-t 
uaxit as, this was to ;the mioister*s habits 
and temper^ yet in admir^tsoa of the 
hol^ne^s i>f th^ ;maja^.^d in. cppsideration 
for his true atitachpie^t, Lord ,Q][dherougjl^ 
)fW!^ . it with no^aammoas ps|4;%xice7^ 
yrbeo.he Jiad t|me-^aQdj wh^o he^h^ 
Ml;, cWonld c^it shcgrt at o/ice. .. - ^r 
" In a i^ffifid gpvernm^fttv pog^la^jf j^ 
|>hjjkmphip^ly sj^<dui$f If I mayipre- 
9lliiie. to di&r fr/^ your , I^or^slMp/' [• (?i> 
Xempk b^an. ,. i :: -t 

S^rd'Old^boroi^ghj ^^.t6 s.ett)« m^fibasi- 
hm^ with iJ^., Alfred j|^c^j^»^hq-M«% 
» profe^sioQfd^n^ a^dia big^ praOU^ 

Bm^"' ./.: /.:A'::':,7;0t 

iJVfroTtipple^ wJbto jwas a i&aa'i>f iqwd: 
&^m^,ihlt a. ward cfr^gfonceiof jeprol^ 
^iaJ4>rdQyft»ori»iigb witykeest detisi|d^ 
fity. .. Alfred could jobt fix hisfo^a«iatteiih 
otioo upoh .whaf ^h& LordiJUgp was n^iw be^ 
'giooingio^ay/ dLcH^LOIdl^cawuf^isaw^reK' 

N & 
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fleeted in Alfred^s countenance the dia* 
thrbance in his * friend's : and ininafedi- 
ktely returning, and patting a key into 
Mr. Temple's hand, 

*' You will do me a service,- Sir,"- said 
he, "by looking over my father's papers 
marked private in red letters. — They niay 
be necessary in this business — Th«y aw 
papers, which I could tru^it only f0 oni 
who has my interests at heart " ^ » : 
Mr. Temple's face brightened instanti^ 
•nd bowing much lol^r thaa usual) ht 
received the key with great respect, and 
Itnrried away^to i^eal^b for thi papei-sv t 
^ ^^V0t » siiBiW i^ason, Mr^ Alfced 
ftrc^rr ^aMl Ldrd Oldbo^gh^ '' lliey 
tfaall, if yoii pleaise, be' pNK^^»ito yduT 
luindi.**-^ His Lordship itioVed a chair 
towards Alfred, and seated himself. - 1^ 
law ageiM has not satisfied me of late* 
A fluit^ into wl^ch I have been plongri 
by those who had the direction of my 
bushiess, has not beeiv carried on .wilii 
ability OF Tigour. I had not leiauie. to 
look ii^ «ny aflbos vj^at merdy cos^* 
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eeraed myself. Circamstances have jfist 
wakened me to the subject, and to the 
perception, that my private fortune ^as 
suffered, arid will suffer yet more mate* 
rially, unless I am. .fortunate enough to 
find' united in the same person a lawyer 
fkdd a friend. I have looked round, and 
see many older barristers than Mr. Ah 
fr^d Percy, but none so likely to be in- 
terested in my affairs as the son of my 
jeafliest friend, and few mot*e capable of 
jD^nducting them with diligence arid ebir 
-lity. May I hope, Sir, for hereditary 
kindness from you, as well as for, profedr 
i^nal services ? '* ' ' 

No one kriew better thbn Lord Oldbor 
Tough how to seem receiving, whiUt he 
conferred a favor \ and if ever he ap- 
peared harsh, it was only wheref he' knew, 
that the people to whom he spoke bad 
^lotieelings wqrthy of his consideration. 
-"^His Lordship was as much pleased by 
the manner in which this trust was ac- 
cepted, as our young lawyer could bf 
by the manner in which it was offered. 
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'^ My papers then shall Tje'sreittte 
you directfy," said Lord Oldfcoreii^. -^ 
^ Look aver them, and iF you arc -of 
opinion, that my cuse is a bad ^ne, I dvHT 
ifrtop where I afn. — If, ^n the ^Dtrary> 
you fimd thi(t justice *and law trre onfwy 
ride, ptweed, persist.-^ I sball tratft^Ali 
whole to you, Sir, urillHKit 4 filttlM 
question.** 

L6rd Oldborou^ M:ct sfNike /«€ "^^ 
Meward of his att Ctemont^Park^ ^bo^ 
as be had reason to suspe^, was IcMguid : 
t^ha certain hlftorney, Sharpe, m itorar^ 
dulMt designs ; fais Lord^ip boped^ tb«l^ 
Mr. Alfred Percy, during ^is TacatfaMn^ 
whto l^nt in ^at nelgfabdnihobdy 
^glit, coiHiistentl^ With Irs pnofession^f ' 
dutks, find tijfiie io-se^ into these' iSiiif$, 
4fend, in his Lot^hip^s absence, nMjjfU^ 
supply the want of the iii;Bi9te^*s 'eye. ^ , 

'Alfihed ifissured hfe Lordship, tbat^n^* 
Ctfortt>f c^re should Bfe' Wanting on his. 
pm, to justify the 'high coiifidenee'^Wilft 
Ulutiii he was 'hondrid. 

^'^8itt©e> you bre goifag to tribe dnirge 
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^ wosipbnme^9, Sir," pHrBue^ Lor^.Qldr 
JboMHigfa^ '^ it b fit yov sboqjd kfioiir^f 
mMTB telatin^ to mj 9ffm^. -r- In^v^MW^ 
3<9jM: isitnatioB,. with tbe fnirof l.^^njoj^ 
«ti4 ihp cf^wnrtiiaitiBs .1 iwHnyi^Ac^ it 
wofdd be easy to inid»9 mj f^vjb^w 
^aimfmec-l [fdmiMd. Avaifif^ ja n^t my 
{iaaaieni rr^it. is !«^;pjddejit)t;t<^. if^qgefifif) 
Uie fanrdeiis of my.xrountry.rr-^llAe Is^^^ 
I^Qpbmtts .coimtry^ jever 'i»ftdy^ .^. cc^)4j:4 
Jb«^f|mblic senmdSf h-ving iV <iyij^<,rr^ 

lipo&iher generofiityy andyr wheii J-Aif^ 
neirer fiiikli my Imr^'appealtb^rjot^^ 
passft^n. ^My power r at i Vs izntth, and 
my^^blurMtef benag knaim, I.^fanDafi^ii 
id lay 4ii^ide inftii^ of Jlbat tibdventitiM9 
fi^letidor^ j^ic^ 4idds ;^nqi|Iipg te^. tot 

dS^^y. ^oiliDiayoBmd idighity^re:«Qffir 
pfttible *— essMtiuI to ieadi ;.dtliier. ; JI# 
pris^f ve^ i^A^ependetice^^and^ iicebse^iioHr 
ly^ integrity, economy is necess^roirii 
^ 9hit4oiis.. "Vk^i^ittx^ep^r^ih dettiibitne 

getb^r/^iiat ate td eMia ^ihiaigpld^ 
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termkie^ at this moment, td^begiat ^ 
make retFentrhmentar iii ihy expenditovei 
Tltie este^iishment at iClermbnt-Patl^ 
^faitber I have no tkot^hts of retnmk^ 
may be rednced. I commit that^ Sir, t» 
yoariMscretion/* *- 

'Mr. Temple wtarned with:thepaptir«^ 
OB utrbich Lord Oldfaorongb put his seal^ 
^nd said his . solicitor shonid, with all 
pthers- th«it.wei« necessary., deliver thett 
the n^xt morning to Mr. Percy ••-^Alfred, 
^arefol never to intrude a mi)ment on the 
time of the minister^ rose, and^ ifrithout 
repeating his thanks, made bis bpw. 
' . << I consider, this law-fnit 9s a fcnrta- 
tiate circumstance," said : Lord Oldbo- 
roagb^ ^ since it :affords me. mean^ at 
last of engaging Mr* Alfiie4 Pe^cy in 
my service, in a mode which caniiot/*^ 
tadded' his Lordship^, smiling, . *^ interfere 
^th his family horror of ministerial pa- 
tronage.*" 

• AUred ^d ^iomething respectfully ex- 
pressive of bis sense of the professional 
advanta^ h^ . mii§t derive from beii^ 
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^cdhi^oyed by Lord Oldborongh — a species 
of patronage^ by which he felt himself 
ttmst highly honored, and for which he 
iftras rare' his whole family would feel pro- 
|lefly grateful. 

** Sir;* said Lord Oldborongh, follow^ 
Jolg him ta thd door, ^^ if I had ever 
^^iontiled it, yon Wonld convince me that 
•|Jerfec* proJ)riety of manner is consistent 
j?mth independence of mind. —As to the 
Vast, We all know the diflerence between a 
^ent and' a patron.**—*— 
I:. ;Bows — and not a word more. — 

The management of Lord Oldbor- 
iwjgh'e bnsine^s necessarily 'led to aii 
inicrease o£ intercourse bietween his Lord- 
i'Bhvp and Alfred, which was peculiarly 
.agreeable to our young barrister, not 
only as it -gare him (Opportunities of see- 
ring: more of the character of this minis- 
ter, but ais it put it 'into his power to be 
of Service occasionally to his friend Mr. 
^il?emple« Chained 'to a desk, his genius 
confined to the ferms of k)fiice, anfd %i1^ 
^A^ master- ^to6 high^ and ^an jassoeiate too 



il<^v, t? Ji^Im^ Jiiiii any ftf . i^^lg^i/m^m 

.^ cffippjMi»on..'n-.A.fewflMfi«fPS at &imfi, 
iff A)fi]R4> . ««»^«ffift^c»> J^^fi .9. 4Qljgl? J|»l 
cordial to him, and restor^ t^tpyiv-^.'^^. 
»»A »neifgy fii M^ v9J|fld. .M^^ . «nepa. 
.ragpd Jijipi : by exaflRpIi? tp,.8^1?pltt,ftt> Jj|^ 
jd?Bdg«fy.pf j^R^n6f|s^j*C8»^i^bii|i^^> 

#»«» fiflfltts«.«W^l?eW»« !»'«»». 1<^. 
.^pwinesi, andittl^ ^-^tftbJM JPf)!?ffA»^ 

recurred to bis. xegret Jqt b^^i^g ^s^^Dr, 
doned .tjhie ,q^i]^ia^ ^e§gnrpe of a.j^ifes-. 
j^n, and ^envic^ 4Ji^d b^ ipdj^pend- 
jfmqe, AJJ^ed 3^U ,B9iBte4.Qat Ijo l^^jOb^.' 

^fii.i/ri<Wi^v«ffyi.i^d jB/HBre jbijm fj^nje. 
aftftd ^.,j5?irtoBe- JSgfiiple.jioK pMfe«^ 
.^&-^mpf,Ms. ,«|^9e:^haH |;bat^i^. 
-g«tMi|yai«*kisl»(k tSHBRPfpd. -to, .Ve;p69a- 

.fl*s„AB,tihatilpigvii:fiiWiiucl» .W.4?jri«#»-d«4' 
ebwa^jlifBi.ie^RlffffdoJiftd .RflU^enteJ^ ^5* 



wmpkuiL^ 0nt9ter o£ t^ an^j/eeti hd rose 
«» ti)/& Honae of Cq«qi919Q«, Md: loade a 
speech^ which, from all parties, obtained 
4!ssei'Ted i^ppltosi^. Th^ speech vas 
pvhliabedt-nrr^ A few d^« jif^rwwds, Mr* 
Temple happened to be earlier tho^ t|u$ 
v^U'dk hour pf l^yee^ ^tid, on entering 
LordOldiborongh's c^iQet, h0 f^i^nd hi$ 
Lordship r?«bding^ and resKiil^g with ^9 
H^nch fittention^ that l^e did ^9^ pb^rvf 
him -^ he hM?d hia If pr4$hip*| ^ick and 
discided pencil in^rk p9ee ^er pdge. At 
Ufigthr wing and taming tp throw thf 
boc3k on the table^ Ixurd OldhQroagh saw 
Mr. Temple copying a letter. 

^^ An cKcellent speech tp.the ppqxise^ 
Sir/'— r said Lord Oldborongh-— r*' It had 
it^B effect on the honse, I nnde^atmud^ wd 
I thavk yom* friend, Mr. Aiffiod ]Percy,f<D^ 
putting it into my hands at % m&mmt 
when I conld read it/^-'T^ 

Lord Oldborongh tbcHigfai for some 
moments, (hen looked oTer-some joffieial 
papers, which he had oi'dored Mr. Tnm^ 
pie to draw ttp. — 
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" Very welli Sif — Very well,— A iaai> 
of gemns^ I see^ can become < a man of 
busiBess/* " 

His Lordship signed the pliperS) amd/ 
^vhen that was finisbed^ tomed again to 
Mr. Temple. 

" Sir, some time agova-pl^k^e waA van* 
cant, which, I know, you bad reason' td 
expect — It was given to MrJSbawi be- 
canse it was better suited to bim - tbaH 
to you. — The manner in which yon tddk 
your disfippointmeDrt showed a cohfi'J 
dence in my justice. — Have yoti airjriA^ 
^^€ion, Mr. Temple, to the diplomatic 
line?"- \ ■ 

" I fear . . • or I should say, I hope, my 
Lord, that i have iiut tlie Uubits of 6m^ 
mnnJadon, wbicbriis i have always ttn- 
der^tood, are necessary to auocess in (be 
diplomatie line/' » 

^^ Yon have nnderstood wrongly. Sir," 
*~ replied Lord 01dboroug:b. -r- ", I, who 
have seen something of dbAits, and know 
something of diplomacy, am of opinioUi 
that a man of sense, who knows what he 
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fe aWntj who says thethmgtHatis/wiio 
M^ili tell' at a»ee wJiat he^can do, and 
what he cannot^ would succeed better 
as a negociator in the present stat^iof 
£Bropey than could anj^ diplomatist- with 
all the simuiatiout a«d dissimttlation ^. 
Cfaeeterfiddy of with the /o^- of Ma- 
a^riur . 

r^ Indeed! myXibrd!'*— said Mr.Teii^ 
f»le>> looking up with an 'air of surprise 
that alnioj^t expressed^ 

•^^*-Then, wfcy did^ yoU choose Ciin- 
iiti»gham Falootoer for an j^voy ? '* 
- -'^'¥HyV' fitAi Lord O'Hborough, tak^ 
ing ^ Idiig inspiration W4th a -pinch of 
mmff^ ^' pray ! with that despatch thi^ 
tMrAiag^ iloto Mr. Cnaaiiiig^aiii . PuU 
eeoev-were t}ie«^ aiiy-pr|vate lettersrr 

-^' OnoforCoiAm89ioiier^Falcoaeiv.inj 
Lord." 

• ^'rNone from Count Altenberg* to 

" None, ihy Lord.'* 
Th^ ^ ministA^ took a wdk up and 
ddwn the room, and then^ retintuiig t^ 



1194 BATitOffiTAGB; 

proper, Sxr^ . to appqint yo» Eiwqy in 1^1^ 
place o£ Mir. Cniukiiigham Fal^oQ^r^ i?^ 
n)recftlle<]." 

. ^^.I thank yqiu «ay Lor4 — i^is M*- 
jji$ty. does «^ gr^t bpnpr^'* ci^^ l^* 
TompK wkhsudilei) gwtHiid.e^-thfi%)^ 
countenance and tone instantly chai^ 
i9g from j<ity to sorrow* he ja<W^ /^Hk 
Mnjwfy 4aei* m« grffrt honor^ i»y.Lpa^ 
but '* f i: c 

'^Bat vM gn^at |)^eiM»i:e it teem. 
Sir;* sa]4 lord QWbiWJugl^. ^^^^ I 
thought, Mr. T^ple> y0it h»4 jtemted 
te due the .a4)»aiiceiiiei>t of y^a^ &ir 
tttnej* .v^^: 

^^ My fortune! — : — My Lor^ lt4^pi 
gtrildii )irith sarpcfse .a^d gretil^ hy 
your Locd8hi|iVi gmdbess m takiiig 
thought for the advancement <^ tt)^;£aK- 
tene. -yrrtrdfait I J»ye^ otbei: /e^ingk . ». . ** 

^ And may I ask^ what is the ikl^toli^ 
of your other feeliii^^.Siri •* . > : ;• ^ 
: 'f^ ^af i4rd-r:e«»iae im$ . .'*- I^antiot 
delJti&wajtQywiu _ a: J* 



^. 
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* .' **. Otte Word ^more^' Sir, •-*- Do yon McA 
tate^ from any .mothrvs. of deAtcacjF^ with 
»f peet to. tbe present JSar&fi '* 

^^ N05 my X^rd^ yda iook tboo higb 
fytmymoQve • • • .and the higher I aim 
sMsiUe: thdt. I stand in your Lord Aip*6 
ofkinion^ the igreater is my fear of {idling. 
-i^diilbeg you .mil ixcose- iiie^ the offisr 
3thlit your Lordship has had the goodness 
.Ibifikke would he Hie thdght of my am- 
bition— ^hM tf9^4 (^}>c]^nginotiTcib draw 

I '^^HSfey if ycm ' are 'goirtg i«to Ae bat- 
i3CiAaile6s pit of metapfaysds^'esiGlise me,** 

idd lusrd OIA)oi^g^>^ '^^ere !i ndnst 

ieavfeyoo, ' ^ i ^otesi^ Sir> yon-are 
«^^£iiiigfroomp]iefaei^itfn,** , 

i '^An^paitiiyyoiv^'' £rild Mr.Teni^ 
rfk^ f^fbr,'' -With («bftimd;^mtlfaabiis he 

4iiittefid the word9^ -^^ I am ^^ • . in love."' 

' ■^ithiiik,'* snift Lbrd Oldbdrongh, 
'^ll^, ^^^Itoldiyouflfo, Sir, nkore tham 

a month agti." J 

^ 'i^Tl libvie «aid U! dnd said it lb Lbrd 

Olflbot^^ r^'—^exdakKd Mr^^TenxpA^ 
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looking^ as <me tmcertaia whether he 

were dreaming, or awake. 
" Xt is undoubtedly uncommon to ser 

lect a minister of state for the confident 
«yf a love affair, said Lord Oldboroogh, 
with an air of some repressed humor. 
. ^^ I knew I should expose myself to 
your Lordship's ..derision/* ^xclaim^d 
Mr. Temple. — . ( ' 

He was * too mudi , engrpsaed by -his 
own feelings, as ^he) pretnpunted these 
words, .to observe iouhi^; Lordship^s cottn- 
tenance; aa I extraordinary emotion.— ^ It 
was visible but for one instant. 

With a look moi*e placid, and ja tone 
sc^raewbat betbw his 'usual voice^ Lord 
Oldborough said, '^ Yon have misjudged 
me modh, Mr.Teisple, if yQtt;llav6 Con- 
ceived, that your feelings^ that, such feed- 
ings, would .be :matter of derision .to: me* 
But since you have^ touched upon this 
itibject, let me give yo^ one bidt-^ Am- 
bition wears better than Love.". ' .. 

Lord Qldboroiigh sat idowu; to write, 
and added, ^^ one fortnight,, during tbi)$ 
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yecess, I can spare you, Mr.Tdmple— 
Mr. Shaw will uotlertake your part of 
the busiuegs of office.. . At the .end'df the 
ensuing fortnight, I trust, you will let 
me haY« your answer.*' 

Full of gratitude, Mr. T^^mpl^ cpuW 
express it only by a bow-— and t^tii^ 
'• ■ The anticb amber . was . now 'filling 
fast for the levee— r there was.no pps^il^i^ 
lity,'. the secretary saw, , of mjE^^ing Uis 
wj^y* through it, no possibility . of his 
tlioughts escaping, «f or a moment, ,to, his 
Jb wn affairs.; ... ; ; ) 

One. person after another stopped hin>^ 
all had spme pressing bostness, or 'Some 
1)usine8s which .they IJiought of conse- 
«[uence^ either to die' nation fQr/tl>em- 
selves. 

.. ^' Mr* Temple, 1 mu&t. trouble, ypu to 
iook over these beads of a bill.'' 

l^ Mr. Teniple ! . . . . My memorial . . . 
|ust give me your advice •:• ."^ 

" Sir ... I wrote ja lettei^^ .three : weeks 
-«go, to Lord.01dborougb> on tjie her- 
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ring fiwhery^ to wfaicb I hoire bot kad 
tbe tiotiok* of a& bttswer." 

*^^ Mr. Tftm^ ... the address froiii 
NbttMighttm ... WiieA's the reply? '' 

" Mr. Temple, may I know whether 
bin Lofilsfaip tneans to see us gentleinen 
ft6m liie City ffbo^t the loan ? *' 
: •* Sir — Prafj Sir! . . . My ne\^ invM- 
tiou for rifling cannon — Ordaance de* 
jMkrtlnent!---Sir, i did apply— War Of- 
fice too. Sir ! -^ It's very hard I can*t/get 
tin arisn^ — ^btedied aboat ! — Sir, I oaoft 
think myself well used .... Gorenmcmt 
riMill he$r more.'* 

"One word, Mr. Temple, if yon 

please, ahont tkhes . • • Tve an idea^ • . " 

'^ ^^mple, don't foi^t the JLitdefoid 

turnpike bill " 

"^ " Mr. Temple, who is to second the 
motion on Indian affairs ? " 

•^^ TiBmple, my good friend, did you 
speak to Lord Oldborongh about my 
little affair for Tom?" 
^' Mr. Temple, a word in your ear*^ 



tiie member for the borough^ you know, 
is dead ; letters must be written directly 
1^ the corporation/* 

^^ Temple, my dear friend^ before yoa 

go, giyenifJ^^V 

^* A very full levee, Mr, Temple ! — 
rU just make my bow and retire'* — s^d 
ift-idle gentleman. 

^ Mr^ T€9l|lle wiaKied that he e^nli do 
4ft%Mme. Levee over at last— and ne- 
: ver did levee appear so long. ilr. Tern- 
f^ ^got av^ .fr^m mefRCii4aKst«, peti- 
i^omerv^ -grievanees, m^ of business, 
uBe pMii) anwvmw, imd- 4ear Metii^n, 
then hastened to Al£^d to unburden his 
mmd^*^ aad jbt I-jn^ Ii^b^ leihivQMeA'spi^^^ 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 



\ 



1 HE moment that Mr. Temple reached 
his firiend*8 chambers^ he threw himself . 
into a chair. 

'' What rqxise! What kisare! What 
Tetirem()nt;is here I " cried he-— •* A mdn 
can thin)c and £tel a moment for him^ 
self." ^ r 

'^ N<|t wel]^ I fear^ ia the. midst of the 
cfadding of these parchments/" said. 
Alfred,, fqlding up die deeds at which 
he had heen at work — '^ And I wond^ . 
yon don't complain, bs you used to do, .- 
of their musty smell; for my part I. 
tldnk I am like that good Lawyer, who 
acquired a special love for the smell oi 
old deeds — However, I have now done .^ 
my business for this day, and I am your 
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man for what you please; — If you are not 
Engaged by some of your great people, 
we cannot do better than dine together/* 

« With all luy heart," said »lr. 
Temple. 

" And where shdl i»re dine*> '* mi 
Alfted. 

^* Any Where you please— But 1 have 
a gneat deal to say to you, Alfred, don't 
think of dining yet.*' 

" At the oid work ! " cried Alfred. 

•*» ' Yoa tbtak of coftvincing» while Ithmk of dining.' " .. 

Btft, as lie Spoke, Alfred observed 'tis 
friend^s agitated countenance, and im-^ 
mediately beconiing serious, he dtewff 
•chak" beside Mr. Temple, and said • ' 

'*^ I believe. Temple, you have some- 
thing to say, that you are anxious about.- 
Youkindw, that, if there Is any thing I 
can do, head, liand, and heart are at 
your service?* 

^ t>f^ that I am quite sure, els^ I 
:iAu>uld n«t come here to open my heart 
o2 



to yQU,** rqJied Mr. Texopk* Tbfftx he; 
related all that had just, pa^si^d betwe^ 
Lord Oldborougb and blw^lfr <a&d ^^nd^^ 
cd by asking Alfred/ ^^ wbetlw he 
thought there was any chance of mccfi^d 

^^ You have not told me who the X4^f 
Ui,** laid Atfred. 

" JIavje i>g* I r-r-hut^ s^r^lKi ycwi/c;^ 
guess ? *• 

" I h9V)e gae94ecl--^hat I wkh f^ be 
mistaken-— Lady Frances Arlin^on?'* 

*^ Quite mistaken — <jness again — and 
lUBfirer hornet** . 

" Nearer home! -~ Que of my sif tears ^ 
f^ Not CajPolJAe^ I h(^ ? '* 

*^ Then it most he nf I onm hpped 
. » , But why d^4 yw wyer Qi^tipn.* ji 
to me before?" 

Mr. Temiplq decl&md^ ti»A hfi 1^ 
thought there was so little cl^anceQf 
his ever beiog in circi»ms(ani:i^ iniyhich 
he copld marry» e^cially % iToman ttM 



Ihd^ Bot. tulargt fortniM of het own^ that 
lie kad^carceljr reutursd to arow, even ta 
\^9e% bis atCaehinei^t. 

^ I tbovglit my love wpttld wem- itself, 
out," added he. '^ Indeed I did not 
l»ip# him serious a btisiiMBft it was^ till 
tba Buddea pmposal waa made, to me of 
leaving Englasd : tbeo I felt$ that I sbool4 
drag5 at eviefiy st^^ a lengthening chain. 
In plain pross, J cannot lieaye England 
withont knowing my fate. Bnt don''t 
fot me wake ix foal of iiiyself^ Alfred. 
N6 knmi of sense will do more dsan kch 
%ani a refosal : tfaat< evtry miao 6ia^ait to 
Ao^ or he sacrifices the dignity of the 
woihaa. he loviei to bis own fabe prides 
1 knonr^ that in these days gentlemeif 
SBitortI are nsnally expert in sounding tta# 
idations of the lady they wish to address. 
To iaqnire^ whether the lady i& engaged 
or not^ is^ I think, prudent and honors 
able : but beyond this, I consider it to 
be treacherous and base to endeayor, 
by any indirect means, to en^sqje rela*-^ 
tions to say, what a lover should leara 



f 94 PATRONAGE 

#Dly firom the lady hersdf. Therefore^ 
mj dear friend^ all I ask n, whettiw 
yoa liave reason tobelieve^ that yoav 
sister Rosamond's heart is preengaged.; 
or if yoa think> that there is snch- a cer- 
tainty of my being rejected^ as ongbt^ in 
eommon pnidenee^ to prevent my hazard- 
ing the mortification of a refb&al ? '* 
. Alfred assured his friend, that, to ihe 
best of his belief^ Rosamond's heart wa9 
disengaged — r 

. ** And,'* continued he, ." as a witness 
IS or oaght to be prepared to tell his 
caose of belief, I will gi^e yon mine^r- 
Some time since 1 was commiftsioned try 
a gentleman, who wished to address .her, 
to make the previoos inquiry, and the 
answer was, quite disengaged. -^ Now in 
she did not accept of this gentleman^ 
there is reason to conclude, that he did 
not engage her affections . . /' 
. " Was he rich or poor, may I ask ?*• 
interrnpted Mr. Temple. 
- " That is a leading question/' said Al- 
fred. 
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"I do not wantyoa to tell me who the 
^geilitleman was^ I know that would not 
be a fair question^ and I trust I shoald be 
as far from askings as you: from answer ^ 
iiig itr-Bufc there are so many rich, as 
well as so many poor men* in the worlds 
that in answering to the inquiry, rich or 
poor? what city or court man do yon 
hame ? — I want only txy draw a general 
Inference, as to. your sisters taste for 
wealth.** . . ? 

■^ Her taste is assuredly not exclusive- 
ly for wealth, for her last admirer was a 
gentleman of very large fortune/* 
* " I am happy, at least in that respect, 
in not resembling him,*' said Mr. Tem- 
ple. ," Now for my other question — 
What chance . . . , for myself?" 

** Of that, my good friend, you mYist 
judge for yourself. — By your own rule all 
ypu have a right to hear is, that I, Ro- 
samond's brother have no reason 

for believing that she has such a repug- 
nance to you, as would make a refusal 



Mltftilis^^Aild tb«t jm UMjr ttot 4M ftitf ch 
idniM mf Ai^erelmm^ I nuret irid^ ttiicx 
jf I had a tnMd t« teihyoa imm, I e^d 
not. All I kiMir is tkrii Itosmmiid, ii 
wen as tiM nst of ay fittbilf^ m tiu^ 
iMftars, Dfndbn of ymo with gMend apjira- 
Wtknfi> but I da lK>t beHeve th« idek of 
ooBsidbrki^ you as her klrer trvtr eat((ttd 
iato faer head^ dr tbalrs/* -^ 

*' But now tli€ raofter k enters tbi bet* 
ter," cried Mr. Temple, " Will yod . • * * 
can ydtt « . • ^ Ha%?e not yoa btmttess to 
da for I*oiid Oldbofdngh at Ciarmont- 
Park?" 

*^ Yes^^nad I aad gkd of it; as it gives 
me ati oppoitiuiity dfindiilging »ySelf iii 

goimg with you, my dear Tample 

1 am ready to set out at any moriient.'* 

" God blew yon ! — The soosEisr thfe bet- 
ter tb€n%*--This night itl the coach if you 
please. -^^ Til run and take' our piices/^ 
said be, sfiatchihg up bis bat. 

" Better eend,"-^—c^ied Alfred, siopping 
biai> '* my man can run and take places 
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in a coach as well as you, though h^ is 
not in lov«. r— Dd yon stay with me. We 
>vill g:o to the cofiee-;house^ ^m, and be 
ready to set off." 

Mr. Temple acceded. 

^^ Id the mean time/' sa^ Alfred, 
^^ von have velatians And cmmt^om 4)i 
yanv o\im, wbo should be ccmnak^dv" 

Temple said he was snre, that a^U bk 
, relations and coimexions woiald higbly 
approve of aiv alljunce with th^ Pevcy fk^ 
Hiily. -^ " But in fact," aMjtd he, " that Id 
all they will cav^ about the nvatter. My 
relations, though haglK and mighty peo^ 
pie, have aer^r bee» of any s^fvioe to 
me } Kbey are too gvand^ aqd, top* happy, 
to mind wh^thtr a yoEOdger hrotbsr of ii 
yomdger bmt^er^i^^ksoi* 6#imSr; wbetl^ 
I Kire in single wretcliedn)esfs,.or ^oab}e 
b)4Medile8S.'*r-Not one relation has nature 
ptiesf, trhpo cares for me kaif as.tnuck M 
the f mend I late made for myself.** ,< , 
, Sincerely as AWredi was his- frjendv atid 
fiarinly iiil«»st^ for bis sacceds^ jet b(i 
5 
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did not let thia friendsbip interfere with 
:the justice due to his sister, of leaving her 
'SoIe arbitress of a question, which most 
concerned her happiness. 

" You understand, Temple/' said he, 
y before we set out, that my wishes in 
your favor ^re nothing to the purpose. «— 
Much as I should like to have you for my 
hrother-in-law, if love and . fortune per- 
mit^ yet observe, I shall use no influ^ftce 
with my sister, direct or indirect* -^ In- 
deed my being conscious of my own at- 
tacbmient to you will make me peculiarly 
delicate and careful not to interfere or .bias 
hfr in any decree, by telling my. wishes.'* 
, Mr. Temple. understood and ^ppro^d 
of thb, declaring, that it was pnecaaely 
what he desired, and wh^t he should do 
by any friend and Pterin similar dispamr 
stance^. His pride and reason, he said, 
WPvld e<]|ually revolt from the idea o£.in- 
terfere^ce of friends in his favor.*— 
. ^ Lu^ily there is no probability of thi«, 
for I am too poor for any prudent fiieod 
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to interfere in my favor* — And were I as 
rich as Croesos^ your sister's family I 
know practically, as well as theoretically^ 
wonld leave her entirely to her own deci* 
sion.** — 

All these preliminary delicacies ^-^ but 
not false delicacies, settled, the two 
friends set out on their journey. — ^ During 
the last stage they were lucky enough to 
have the coach to themselves, and Mr. 
Temple made himself amends for the re- 
straint,, under which he had labored dur- 
ii^ the preceding part of the journey, 
wihilsthehad been oppressed by the pre* 
aence of men> whose talk was of the 
hiwesiooncems of life. —After he had des- 
' eanted for some time on the perfections 
of big mistress, he ended with expressing 
bis surprise, that his friend, who had often 
of late rallied him upon his being in love^ 
had not' guessed sooner who was the ob- 
ject of bis passion. -— 

Alfred said, tfaattthe idea of Rosamond 
h«d occurred to bkv, because his friend's 
Absence of mind mi^t be- dated fron 
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the tiioi^ 6f his list rit it to Clenimit* 
Park; bat said Alfred^ at Ladf Francea 
Arlington was there^ and as I had former-* 
Ijr fancied, that her ladyship*! wish, to 
captivate or dazzle you had not been 
<|uite without effect, I was still in doabt^ 
and thctaght even your praises of Rosa^ 
mond^S disposition andtempor^ compared 
with her Ladyship's, might <Hily be rtM 
de gUisrre^ or \ru8t d* awnut. 

'^ Tb^e wad no tMe in the oase^'* aaii 
Mr. Temple; ^^I coniest^ that when 1- 
first emerged from my obaobnty into «U 
the light and Ufe of the woild of fesfaicAi^ 
my eyes w/er^ dezalod, and before 1 le^^ 
cov^fed the ese of them snfficieotiy to 
eompare the t^if^id objeota by wbieh I 
found myself 0Mitotoilded# 1 was wioiHieih 
luUy struck with th^ appf ai^nce( of h»d$ 
France^ Arlingtcin^ a«d did bet 'itteemrtt^ 
a^ I ongbti the inifoen^e d^fareue he^ 
tween Lord Oldborougb'i seetethiy^ n4. 
ihe niece pf the IMie of Creeiftwitb.-— 
lia^y Frttoces^ ftom wttbcegciM dir cosm^^ 
libitf tibitakheaiflli aM the wisho* fix 
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add btw^ heifviever insigniftcant^ to the 
number of her conquests. — I, a sitnj)le 
min of litcratttre, unskilled in the witk- 
€d ways of the fair^ was e^armed by the 
innocent laa'fret^ and frank gayety of Lady 
¥rktkce9, End ull that was 

*' • Strangely wild, or madly gay, 
I call'd it only pretty Fanny's way.* 

'^ Forttinate}y, jott as I iras in iiUHii- 
nelit dangec of oxcbanging true sighfi for 
falw ^ipiles^ I became acquainted with 
joov lister Riisaiiiend* Iti the eonntry^ 
aild ttiider eiicvftistaaces Hioife f aTorabIb 
ikr th^ dewk|>iiient i»f charaotei'^ tliadr 
afly ivbifdi ^ight: ocenr fbr months or 
yean ih A town Hie; where aH the liieii 
w0d -mm^ are m^ehf acHm, I had k^ 
Mne to fibe and mark- the difierence and 
the vcMemfalatioe between Lady Prancds 
Ariiiigtoii^a oharftcter, and that of yMur 
m^».^^Thtf JBteeinUed eaek other iti na^ 
taraL quickness laf iidleileety and of fiMl* 
}»f^i' iti wity sp^ightliness^ ahd «atbO'^ 
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siasm; they were also to a certain degree 
alike. — 

I WHS amused by Lady Frances Ar- 
lington's lively nonsense^ till I heard 
your sister's lively sense* — Her Lady- 
ship hazards saying every thing that oc« 
cars to her, and often makes happy hits ; 
but your sister's style of wit is far sope^ 
rior, and far more i^eeable, because it 
has the grace^ elegance, and^ afaoie sill, 
the infinite variety, v^hicb literary allo^ 
siob supplies. I found myself pleased^ 
not only mth what she said, but with 
the trains of ideas, that, by a single word^ 
she often suggested* Conversing' with^ 
her,, my mind was kept always active^ 
without ever being ov&r exexstedior fa^* 
tigned. — -I can look back, and tmee the 
whole progress of my atlachmenti I be^ 
gau" in this way^ by finding her convene 
satiou: most delightful— * but soon disoo^ 
yered that she was not only more enter^ 
taining and more cultivated, but far morei 
amiable than my idol^ Lady Frances,. 
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Wcaase she had never beeii an idol^ and 
did wot expect to be adored. — Then she 
WM more interesting, bedanse more ca- 
pable of being interested. — Lady Frances 
requires mnch sympathy, bnt gives little ; 
and> for that enthusiasm of temper which 
^ad, at first, charmed me in her Lady- 
ship, I began to lose my taste, when I 
observed that it was always, excited by 
trifles, and by trifles that conoemed her- 
self, more than any one el^e. — I used to 
thmk her — what every body calls her — 
a perfectly natural character, and so, 
perbj4>s, she is-*- bnt not the better foe 
tbat*-*9ince she is what, I am afraid, we 
9il are naturally — selfish. — Her Lady- 
ship,, if I may use the expression, is en- 
thusiastically selfiish. •^— Your sister --^^en- 
thusiastically generous. — Lady fVanoes's 
manners are caressing, yet, I doubt, whe- 
ther she feels^ afiection for any «ne livings 
except just at the moment when they' 
are ministeidng to her fancies. — It was 
^iS8 Percy^s warm affection for her sister 
Caroline^ which first touched my heart 



—I saW €ath In het ewn fanrily. —The 
eontradt was striking -^ In dlK>(t^ bv the 
j^nt ^flffelit— of contrast and resemblance, 
my iov« for one Lady decreased ^ts fast, 
as il increased for the other — and I had 
^nsl wit and jndgment enongh to escape 
fnam snares, that could not have held me 
lottg, to chains that bafe pdwer to h€>ld 
m^ Sm ev».'* 

To thi» history of tlie birtli and pro- 
§fea$ »f hts lov% Mr. Temple added 
maii;y ^prestions of bis bope^, fears, 
and fBgretid) that be had not five tbon^ 
MMld* year instead of five bnndred, to 
oier bis nuttrtss^ be at kngth becaine 
iA)Mlattiy eileiit.-*^They wei^ wkhin 
vflsw«of the Hilhf and t^o »aMiy feelings 
eiowdednpott bis mindiy Id be expressed 
bii trofifs. 

And mom tremigbt^ veaMnaMy 'Cowtrive 
taflU 

** Twelve vast' French romances neatly glU/*^ 

.mtb tbfi hutaryof Uie &Hi»wiDg mxnifid 
foirfcld|gH'<^]«diiidio|g.th9 first savprisSt aft 



the arrival of the fmwl)»9 — tftc d^cJttfii^ 
tion erf Mt. T^ittpJe's love — th^ ftitdtil^h^ 
met\t6f R&mtnond on discorerityg, that 
sbt was the object of thfe paswon-— o^ i 
pj^^isi^m so gen^itmfi aftd ardfeftt— tlte <?o*h 
sequent and rapid disc^ery oi k h^i^ed 
f&itc^ta in the gfentlematii wliicb bad 
before eiscitped her petyetration ; fb^ 
strotig pidciilkrr temptation to m^rry biiji> 
becaiti»e he bad ftdt enotigh to liv^ upbii 
~tbe reactk)!! of ^erosity €to the 
other »ide of the qmstioii, which fbrbadd 
♦o ruin h« laver*s fortWne. Tbefluc'ttt-i 
aiion^ of smtmiefkt atid imflsginatioil^ tb« 
delicades of generosity/ gmtiti3de> Iot^^ 
and finally the dMisioh of covkunoii ^eo^ 
reA^iin^ arid prudence* 

It wail foriDitat^ for Ro9aitiohd) not oAl^ 
that she bad prftdwit friends, but that 
tkey bad not thkAe her in the lea^t nfraid 
of their siap<ftior wisdofti^ so that ^he bad^ 
JProtn the time &be tra» a child, told them 
^very idea^ as it rose io be^ vivid imagi^ 
nation, aiid fev^ry feeling 6f her snscep* 
tihle be^rt; imprudent as $he might ap- 
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pcttr in her confidential Goriversatiwi> 
that impradence never passed from word» 
to actions. — And now, when she was 
called npon in an important event of Hfe^. 
to decide for herself; she acted with con- 
summate discretion* 

• Mr. Temple's character and manners 
peenliarly pleased her, and iis being a 
man of birth and family certainly ope- 
rated much in his favor. Her parents 
now, as in Mr. Gresham*s case, did not 
suffer their own tastes or prepossessions 
to interfere with h6r happiness. Thejf 
had never »rged her to accept off Mf. 
Gresham, because he was rich ; nor ^di4 
they influence her to reject Mr. Templ6> 
because he was poor ; Wtr without lean- 
ing too ihueh ta the worldly or to tb^ 
romantic side of the question, they placed 
before her all the sidvantages and dis* 
advantages of marrying a man of Mr. 
Templets confined eirctimstances, and 
they left her understanding and feelings^ 
to determine what ought to be done. 
' Cai5oline, grateful for the sympathy^ 
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.wjiich Kosamond had always shown her^ 
took the warmest interest in this affair.— 
Caroline was the most excellent, indulgent^ 
yet safjp confident; and as a hearer, she was 
absolutely indefatigable; Rosamond ne- 
ver found her too bnsy> too lazy, or too 
sleepy to listen to her — late at nighty 
i^arly in the morning, or in the most 
harried moment of the day, it was all 
th^: same, Caroline seemed to have no- 
thing to do^ bat to hear, think, and feel 
for Rosamond. 

, ^^ My dear Caroline^** cried Rosamond, 
^^4 iBQst marry Mr. Temple at once^ o^ 
purpose to pay you for your patience in 
ijlstjeniBg to me.** 

, *^ And hpw will your marrying him 
pjiyme?'- 

. /* Why you know if I marry him next 
ivejpkj^ the week afterwards I shall ac- 
company him oa his embassy to that 
t^oart, where I shall see your Count 
Altenberg .... I b^ your pardon .... 
Healiy^.my dear Caroline, I. did not thiift: 
th^t name would criipson, your face soi 



son Ri¥RON»GF. 

^teepff.— -Yott hai^ brtfi ^o cdmpletef]^ 
fateikt mi my afiairs, thut I thoitght yott 
imd t&rgdtteti jronr owtt.'^ 

Carolitie tdtited tlr« cotivtff sntfon, and 
spoke of Mr. Tempfej reftimdiwg Rosa- 
mond ^» tiral Jt w%s alteiolirtety necessary 
•he Aottld coifle fo feotae Tdechridit, ii» tfici 
ftyrttiigW alIovr«d by Lottl OldborOdgK 
)mk1 tiow nekrfy elip«ed. Mr. Temple*§ 
imder»tanditig^ tetnpcr, disposition, and 
mantren, Rosramond ftHowcd to be ex- 
cellent — his conversation was partlcoTarty 
mgettiAlt. '^ Its short, after Kearchidg in 
nAnfM an ob^ectfon, sbre mis obRged to 
tonfess that she liked hliik Indeed, be- 
fore she had allowed this* in Word^^, her 
liM^er and wster had ihadA the disco- 
very, and had seen the struggle in her 
ihind betlroett Ibve and prndfenc^.-^Mr. 
Temiple*8 fbrtnne was not snflScient for 
^em to live npdn, and Ishe knew that a 
wlife ill his present circnmstances must 
be a bnrden to hiln 5 therefore, ootwith- 
sttftAng fell that his passion, and all that 
Kex oWn partiality could urge, she de- 



4p4^1y refused bis proposal of an imoic^ 
diate uiiioD> opr would she enter iuto 
^.ny epgagementy or «uffbr him to bind 
bims^lf by any promise for the future; 
but be obtained p^rpaissio^j to correspond 
with b?r during his abseuee from Eng- 
land, apd with the hope that she wa^ 
not quite indifferent to him, he took 
leave of her — returned to town — waited 
upon Lord Oldborough — accepted of th6 
embassy, and prepared for his departure 
$Q the QQptimnt* 

. " How 1 shall like to read bi^ first 
letter fwm abrpad!" said Rosamond -^ 
Ippki^g at Carolin^J — ";wt for my own 
jsake, pr his^ my de^, but j«sjt that we 
if^y satjusfy Qvw cuHfmty abpuf the perspu 
who must not be named»" 

,.Np5i? that Jh«r#. w^s pp. ^pp:p»fhing 
ppsi^ibjUty apd prohab^ity of hearing o( 
(ilpnfit AUe^^h^rg, Caroling felt it ex- 
tremely diifi^ult to »adhpre tp h^r resolu- 
ti^p i9f Be.ye]i; thinlpng of bwnj.e^peci^l^ 
as her minf^ which had been actively 
^WPHpi?d>^d d^ieply int^f^tpd in |iej 
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sister's concerns, was now left to return 
upon itself in all the leisure of retire- 
ment. — Fortunately for her, about this 
time, she was again called upon for that 
sympathy, which she w^s ev^r ready to 
give to her friends. — She received the 
following letter from Mrs. Hungerford. 

Letter from Mrs. Hungerford to Mis^ 
Caroline Percy. 

*^ Come, my beloved Caroli«e, my 
dear young friend, friend of my family 
and of all who are most near and dear to 
me; come, and enjoy with me and tli6ni 
that happiness, which your judicious' 
kindness long since foresaw, and yoiir ' 
prud«oce promoted — 

*^ Had you any of that mean spirit of 
cocpetry, which i «ee in «o niany, you 
might with charms and talents such as 
yours have entangled Mr. Barclay in a ' 
hopeless passion, «tid have wai^ted the 
best years of his life in a fruitless pur- ' * 
mit. — But yoQ at once kueW your owa * 
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tjoiwid, convinced him that you kDe\T it, 
and restored him to himself. You might 
hare exhibited him a captive in your 
chains — ^honorable he would have thought 
them^ and so would any other man of 
taste and sense — but you preferred 
to the gratification of vanity the cer*: 
tainty of not wounding tlie feelings of a 
friend, and the consequence is, that yon 
have in that friend one, who loves and 
admires yon as warmly as I do — I can* 
not say more. — 

*^My niece. Lady Mary Pemhroke, 
is at last convinced, that she has it in 
her power to make Mr. Barclay perma* 
nently happy. Mr. Barclay, has been 
obliged to take a considerable length of 
time, to convin(ce her of the steadiness of 
bis attachment. Indeed, her objection 
—that he had heen charmed by such a 
coquet as the lady by whom we first saw 
him captivated, appeared to me strong, 
and I thought my niece right for adher- 
ing to it, more especially as I believed, 
lA^t At Jthe itime her affections pleaded 
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Iigamfit ber reason Ib bls.&vor, att4 th^t, 
if «be bait been conviooed long a^, it 
wonid i|otb»v« boen ftgninst her will. 

^^ Mr. BmcUjt h^^ b$hay«d Uk^ a man 
f^ ^me and boQpr. Witboiit disguise 
b^. told her of his forioar attatchmeat to 
ypa.-^$he msitaatly. made an ansfrer, 
which raised bar high in my estimatioa, 
Sbe nepli^d, that Mr. Barclay s beipg dei* 
taicbod fibm Lady Angelica Headiiigham 
by yonr dupertor mfirit was to her tha 
strongest argument in bis fwor. She 
muat, flbe said^'hav43 felt isisccnra in the 
poaaesaion af a bes^rt, which had been 
tcaoeforcad dinsctly. feam Lady Angelica 
te b^Kfilf, hecaa^e she wap obnsciooi) 
that borown ^dispositioa was so difffgrent 
fixnB hftr Ladyafaip*s>$ but in aajpeeadiag 
toihp aieefeienp wJuch bi had fait for a 
woman ifi ymt oiiaracter^ abo would feel 
p9l^o«t. sacutitf, or at laast reason^k 
h^t^4 that by iimil^jt though: q«rtaialy 
ittfarior qaaJiJia^ ^she mighty atisure . hif 
bappiufiSSiaod faac ^wn.r^Jh^y are^^to 
bai«a^ai:|:ied iia^Et wadk*^^ Mary par^ 
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ticularly wishes that you should be one 
of her bride-maids — Come then^ my love, 
and bring ail your Percys — I shall not 
perfectly enjoy my own and my niece's 
happiness, till you share it with me— 
My daughter Mortimer, insists upon «igu* 
ing this as well as myself, * 

Mary-Elizabeth Hungerford, 
Kate Mortimer." 

Caroline and all -Mrs. HuHgerfdrd's 
Percys obeyed her summons with ala- 
crity. Lady Mary Pembroke's marriagt^ 
with Mr. Barclay was solemnized under 
the happiest auspices, and in the midst 
of approving and sympathizing friends. 
7— As soon as the ceremony was over, 
and she had . embraccni and con- 
gratulated her nieee, Mrs. Hungerford: 
turned to Mrs. Percy, a»d in a low voice 
said, 

' " If it were not too much for one so 
happy as I am, so rich in blessings, to 
ask one blessing nioi^e, I should ask to 

V0L. HI. P 
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be permitted to livje to see the day when 

onr deur Caroline ** — Mrs. Hun-^ 

gerford pressed Mrs. Percy's hand^ but 
could 6ay no more ; the ted,)^ rolled d6#n 
her cheeks hs she looked np to Heaven' 
*— Some minutes afterwards^ f^lowiiig 
Caroline with her eyes^ 

** Look at her, Mr. Percy !** said Bfrsi 
Hungerford. ** Did ever selfish eoqt^t^ 
in the height of triamph over love^ &if 
rivals enjoy snch pleasure, as yon dee- 
sparkling at this moment in tfaflt Aitat 
^rFs eoantraanoe?'' J 

The bride and bridegroom set otf^^itau 
mediately for Mr; Barelay's s^at ill Beidii^ 
shire. Lady Florence accompani<»l htp 
sister ; and Mrs. Hungerford^ after partings 
from both her nieces, entreated th^ Csro^ 
line might be left with her. ^^ It is a^selfisfa 
Inquest I know, my dear, but at my age 
I <Jannot afford to be generous of the io-^ 
ciety of those I love. — Allow me to |ilead 
my age, and my ...•*, Well, I wilL 
not say more, since I see it j^vee yoo> 
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^iXk, add^ since I see you will grant th§ 
prayer of my petition, rather tlian hear 
my clioms te your compassion/" 

Caroline liked particularly to stay witk 
Mrs. Hmigeiferd at this time^ wh#Q 
diero was Rot.atty company at the CaKiley. 
no one but Mrs% Hungeribrd and ber 
dac^ter,' so that she had the full and 
tpuet en^yment lof their society. a— -At 
tUs^ime «f k^ life^ and m the state of 
bar nuad at this period, no society could 
have been more agreedble> soothtsg, and 
useful to Caroline) than th«r of sucb % 
fiJMNpd as :Mrs. Hungerford* One^ who 
bid .Hot forgotten the passions <4^ youth ^ 
wbo^ could give at once sympathy and 
uouyDart; who was wilUug to allow to 
loY0.\lt*a foUwid exquisite power to exalt 
tlie bafqniiets of hpman lilt^ yet appear^- 
od' herself> in advanotid and seren^ old 
agi, a'constant example of the fsj^sehood 
of . dfee uotioii) that the enthusiasiaQ^ pf 
paa^ou is essentia! to feiicfty. — An elegants 
aad just distinction has been niade by a 
pbilosc^hical writer between deUcacy of 
p 2 
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passion, and delicacy of taste. One lead- 
ing to that ill-governed susceptibilky, 
which transports the soul to ecstacy, or 
reduces it to despair on every adverse or 
prosperous change of fortune ; the other 
enlarging ottr sphere, of happiness, by 
directing and increasing our sensibility 
to objects of which w*e may command 
the enjoyment, instead of wasting it 
upon those over which we have no con- 
trol. — Mrs. Hiangerford was a strikiag 
example of the advantage of repressing 
delicacy of passio»y and cultivating: deli- 
cacy qf taste. 

■ At an advanced age, «he showed ex- 
quisite perception of pleasure in every 
work of genius ; in conversation,, no 
stroke of wit or humor escaped her (quick 
intelligence, no shade of sentiment or 
politeness was lost upon her^ and on 
hearing of any trait of generosity or 
greatness o^ soul, her whole countenance 
beamed wit;h delight; yet with all this 
quickness of feeling she was quite free 
from fastidiousness, and from that irrxta- 
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biUty about trifles, iuto which those 
who indulge the delicacy of passion in 
youth are apt to degenerate in age. ■ 
Caroline felt, every day, increasing af- 
fection as well as admiration for Mrsl 
Hungerford, and found time pass delight* 
folly in her company* Beside .that ge» 
neral and well chosen acquaintance with 
literature, which supplied her with p^v 
petnal resources, she had that knowledge 
of life and of the world, which mixes ^o 
well, in conversation, with the know- 
ledge of books. She had known, inti- 
mately, most of the celebrated people of 
XheJast century, and had store of cuiions 
aud interesting anecdotes, which she 
produced with so much taste and judge- 
ment, and told so well as never to 
fatigue attention. Caroliner found, that 
her mind was never passive or dormant 
in Mrs. Huugerford's conipany, she was 
always exdted to follow some train of 
thought, to discuss some interesting 
question, or to. reflect upon some new 
idea. There was, besides, in the whoI# 
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tenof ml lier coDv^rsation and r^marks^ 
$n€h a charm of benevolence, such an 
indalgenee for human natoie^ with all if s 
fimks and follies^ as left the most pleas- 
ing and encckuraging impression on the 
4SitDd, and inspired hope find confidence. 
-~Her anecdotes and her philosophy 'Si 
tended to prove, that there is raore'vi'ifr- 
toe than vice, more happiness th^ 
misery, in life; and, above ^R, that 
there is a greater probability that ^e 
world should improve, than that it should 
degenerate -— - Carolitie felt pleased,' cA4^ 
'idniially to find her own favorite 6nt« 
aicms and hopes supported ttnd 'cdi^^ 
firmed T^y the e^tperience and judgni^tit 
of such a woman as Mrsr. HungerfbriSi 
4md there was something gratiiyihgld 
faer^ in being thus distii^guished and pre^ 
Jerred by one, who had read so mtith and 
thought so deeply. Mrs, Mortimet*s 
sprightly conversation and constant 
cheerfulness, joined to her ^fondness for 
her mother and for Caroline, and the 
peculieir charm of good breeding, added 



to all the re9t^ conitributed now to make 
Caroline .happy at Huttgerford-Custle 
almost as happy as sjie had eveip 
been in her life. -'•— 

As. Mrs. Hungerford bad heard no- 
thing more of Coant Altenbei^^ she 
^m^sely forbore to touch upon the suljject, 
or ever to mention his name to Caroline ; 
and she saw^ with satisfaction^ the care 
iiritfa which her young friend turned her 
jmind from every dangerous recollection* 
.Sometimes^ however^ the remembrance 
of the Count was unavoidably recalled ; 
. onee^ in particular^ ia turning over the life 
^ of Sir Philip Sidney^ there was a passage 
copied in his band^ on a slip of paper, 
which bad acddentally b^e» left in Htm 
book. 

'^ Lord Clarendon hath somewhere re* 
marked, that, ' in the whole course of his 
. life, he never knew one man, of what con- 
dition soever, arrive at any d^ree of re* 
putation in the world, who made choice 
6f^ or delighted, in the company or con* 
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vcTPation of those, who in- their qualities 
were inferior, or in their pa*'ts not much 
superior to himself/ " 

*^ What have you there, my love ? 
Something that pleases and interests you 
particularly, I see,*' said Mrs. Hungerford, 
not knowing what it was that Caroline 
was reading — ^" Show it me, my dear, I 
am sure I shall like it/* 

Caroline, deeply blushing, gave her the 
paper, — -the moment Mrs. Hungerford 
saw the hand writing, she was sorry she 
had asked for it. After reading, she fohled 
it up, and, putting it into her pocket-book, 
said, ' . . ^ 

" ' " J knew I'shuuld Lie pleased -^ It is 
an observation that I wish I could write 
in letters of gold, for the advantage of all 
the young men in the world in whom I 
take any interest." 

. The energetic warmth with ivhich 
Mrs. Hungerford spoke relieved Caro- 
Ime, as it seemed to justify the delijght 
she itad invoinntarily expressed— r even to 
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her own mind; the sentiiDent for the 
individual seemed now enveloped in ge« 
neral approbation and benevolence. She 
never loved Mrs. Hungerford better than 
at this instant. 

Mrs. Hungerford observed, that none 
of the common sentimental passages, 
either in poetry or novels, ever seemed 
to affect Caroline ; and to the romantic 
descriptions of love she was so indifferent^ 
that it might have appeared to a common 
observer, as if she was, and ever woiild 

be, a stranger to the passion. ^With 

many young ladies Mrs. Hungerford 
had remarked, that the description 1 of 
one charming man wiil ' immediately 
awtiken the recollection of another.; By. 
the help of the active and plaatiopowersr 
ef the imagination, any and every hero 
of .a nove) could be made, at pleasure/ 
to appear the exact resemblance of eacik 

lady's different loyer. Somcj indieed/ 

professed a pe<!uliar and absolute exelu^ 

sive attachment, founded on unintelligibia 

or indescribable merits or graces, hntx 

P 5 -u- i 
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these ladies^ she had founds were^ of all 
odiers, most liable to change^ and on 
ftirther aeqiuuntance inth the worlds 16 
discoTcr, on generalising their uotioos^ 
similar or superior attractions in ne^ 
models of perfecdbn. In Caroline Mrs. 
Hnngerford saw none of diese capricious 
iandes; but she perceived, that Count 
Altenberg was associated in CaroIinef9 
mind, strongly and jostly^ with hei^ 
lligfacBt ideas of excellence^ and that K 
was net her imaginaction but her reason> 
which gave him the exalted place be held 
in her opinion. 

Mrs. Mortimer^ though as fMd of 
Caroline as her mother wa8> either did 
Bot penetrate so deeply into het ^h^ 
ncter, or wilfingly flattered heta^, that, 
a sdieme which she had formed tnight 
8acceed-«-*A scheme of marrying Cliro^ 
fine to Captain Hunjgerford, her yoimge# 
^rotiber. — ~ Hi»~l9St letter announced, 
that he was retmrQing #fthT the fleet l# 
^^knd; nnd he was eypeeted' home in^ 
Aedintety. .i- ., 
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^ Think no more of it^ my dear^** 
eaid Mrs. Hnngerford. — ^^ I once formed 
a wbh of this sort for Caroline-*4ier own 
prudence . • • . But -r— Think no more of 
it^ mnch as I should wish to have her for 
my daughter^ I laidw it cannot be.** 

^^ I would lay my life npcm it, that my 
hfiother Frederick will be charmed with 
her ; she is all that I have heard him de^ 
scribe ' as most amiable^ and her style 
of beauty exactly what will enchant 
4iim — : — He will lose his heart to her, as 
f nre as 1^ has a heart^-^and a noble heart 
it is." 

^^ . Jf yon think so^** said Mrs» Hunger 
^d^ '^ X should be sorry that Car<^ne 
were here, when he returns to ns.'* 
,,;:" Sony!" 

5 ." y^ my dear, why slt^ld I prec 
pare for bis noUe heart . « * • disappoint^ 

** Trost to. l\]m/' said .Mrs. Mortimeri^ 
WpoiHilg/'' Frederidk will make hia own 
way-r-iu pch a heart as Car(dine''s/'-~*-r 

Mrs. Hohgdrford was silent — 
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. *^ Of Comit Ahenberg we hear no- 
thing,* contioiied Mrs. Mortimer, '^ and 
if he should not letom to this country, 
we may hope that, in time, my brother 
may deserve and obtain the place, which 
the faithless Count will have forfeited in 
her aflfecdons.** 

Mrs. Hnngerford was persuaded, on 
the contrary, that if Car<4ine did not 
marry Connt Altenberg, she would never 
marry any other man. 

•* We shall see, my dear mother,** critd 
Mrs. Mortimer — " My brother, I hope, 
will be here in a few days.** 

But before Captain Hnngerford arrived, 
Caroline was obliged to leave her friends 
at Hungerford-Castle. 

A letter from her brother. Erasmuis 
informed her, that poor Lady Jane Gran- 
ville was ill of a nervous fever, that sh^ 
had no companion, no one to attend 
her but a maid-servant, and that she 
was much in want of some judicious 
friend, who could raise her spirits and 
tranquillize her mind, which was. in a 
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state of contiuoal agiticition about her 
law-suit. Caroline, remembering Lady 
Jane's former kindness, thongbt this a 
fit opportunity to show her gratitude ; 
and happy as . she was with her friends 
at Hungerford-Castle, she hesitated not 
a moment to sacrifice her own pleasure 
r-She withstood all Mrs. Mortimer's 
urgent entreaties to stay *^ one week; 

only one week longer" H^r father 

and mother approved of Caroline's deter- 
mination, and her brother Alfred carried 
^b^r to London. . 
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CHAPTER XXXlIf. 



In these days people travel mth so 
much safety^ ease^ and celerity,' that 
heroines have litde chance of adventured 
on the road ; and a journey is now so 
common a thing, that, as Rosamond ob* 
served, the most brilliant imagination 
has no hope of having wonders to relate 
—To Rosamond's mortification, Caroline, 
and her brother reached London wkhont 
any event having occurred better .wortit 
recording than the loss of an umbreUa^ 
They drove into town when it wks near]|F^ 
dark, just hefore the lamps were lighted.^ 
Caroline, therefore, had little satisfaction 
from the first view of the metropolis — 
She found Lady Jane Granville in a smalL 
lodging in Clarges Street — The jrooiOi. 
dark-— a smell of smoke — the t^a eqoir: 
page prepared — Lady Jane lying oa M: 
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sfaabby-IookiDg sofa — drops and a smell- 
ing bottle on a little table beside her. 
Shd raised herself as Caroline eiitereA, 
JkM>ked half pleased^ half ashamed to see 
her, and Mretching ont her hand, said, 
in a complaining voice : 
•^ 2^^ Ah! my. dear Caroline, are yoa 
Mally come?. • • .^Thi^ is too good ! • « \ 
Sadly changed yon find — and every thing 
abont rae-^ Sit down, my dear — Keppel 
. kU dp let us have tea as soon as you 



^^ As sodn as ever Eustace comes in, 
my lady,'' answered Keppel, peevishly 
-^^^ In the mean time, for Heaven's 
sake, 'ollow us a little more light • . • i 
cawiot live without light ~- .Come nearer 
IfK^ne, xaty ^dear Caroline, ^axid tell me^ 
Horn did yoft leave ^all our ^pdi at thd 
ttiUs^" 

•v^WhSst 'Carafine wa» answering bef 
Laiiiyd»ip, - move candles ^ were,, brought,' 
$mif Lady Jane moved them outhectaibley 
tili<8iietiii«MFth« light full ou Caroline's^ 
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*^ Handsomer than ever ! — And alto- 
gether, sojbrmed. — One wonld not thmk^ 
Alfred, she had been bnried all this time 
in the country — Ah I perverse child^ 
why wonld not yon come when I conld 
have been of some use to yon . . . When, 
at least, I conld have received yon sts I 

onght This is not a fit place, yon 

tee, nor am I now in drcnmstances, or 

in a style of life, Heigho ! " — - 

. ** lyr. Percy is not come yet," re- 
sumed she. '^ This is his usnal hour — and 
1 wrote a note to tell him that he would 
meet his sister Caroline to night."' 
. In all her Ladyship said, in every look 
and motion, . there was the same neiivous 
hurry and inquietude. — Dr. Percg^ arrived, 
and for a moment Lady Jane forgot her- 
self in sympathy with the affectionate 
pleasure the brother and sister shdwed at 
meeting. Soon, howeter, she would 
^ave relapsed into melancholy cbm'pa- 
riKons, but that Dr.^ Percy cbedced the 
course pf her/ thoughts, ,and unth th& 
happy art^ by which a physician of coiHf 
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Tersational powers can arniiee a nervous 
patient, be, witlioat the aid of poppy or 
inandragora, inedicined her to rest — 
though not to sleep ■ ' 

When Erasmus was alone with his 
sister, he observed, that no permanent 
amendment could be expected in Lady 
Jane's health, till her mind should be cit 
ease abont her law-suit. While this was 
undecided, her imagination vacillated 
between the horror of neglected poverty, 
and the hopes of recovering her former 
splendor and consideration — The law- 
suit was not to. be decided for some 
weeks, and Caroline saw, that all that 
could be done in the meantime was as 
much as possible to sooth and amuse 
her patient ; however tiresome and dif- 
ficult the task, she went through it with 
the utmost cheerfulness and sweetness of 
temper — Day after day she passed alone 
with Lady Jane, hearing her complaints, 
bodily and mental, and listening to the 
eternally repeated history of her law- 
suit. *-* But Caroline's patience .was en^ 
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jiired by a sense of gratitude^ which, iii 
iierj was not a sentimental phrase^ but a 
.strong principle of action^ a motive for 
long endorance^ still more difficnlt thap 
active exertion. 

One half honr in the day^ bowever^, 
she was sore of being happy «-^ the hatf 
boor when her brother Erasmns p^d hb 
.visit— 'Of Alired she saw little^ for he 
was so much engaged with bnsine5S> that 
had accumulated during bis absence frqm 
iown, that a few minotet now and tb^ 
were all he could possibly spare bfum b|i 
professional duties. — Mr. Temple n^ed 
upon Caroline — she was surprised tO'Sfte 
him, for she thought be had been on^ 1^ 
way to the Continent; but be told her^ 
that difficolties bad occurred^ i(;bie|ly 
through the mangeuvres of Cnuninglia«i 
Falconer, and that he did opt know 
when there would be an end of these --^ 
that Lord Oldboro^gb was glad of the 
delay i^ pr^nt, because he waoted 
Mr. Templets assistance, as the otl^^ 
secretary bad been taken il]« and. lx» 
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Lordship had npt yett fixed upon a con* 

fidential person to snpply his place ^ 

Of course^ in these circainstiinces, Mr. 

Temple was so much occupied^ that Ga^ 

roline saw very little of him ; and she 

.experienced what thousands have expe- 

^ieiicedj that^ however people may wish 

:tp meet in great towns^ it is freqaentl^ 

jmjlracticable^ from small difficulties as 

tisk ' time^ distance^ and connexions,-^ 

Of ^Mr. Gresham Caroline had hoped 

'Itiat she should see a great deal*— her 

4^0lher^ Erasmus^ had long sin^e ixaXtcr 

'.doited him .to Lady Jane GranviUe^ and 

viidt#itfastanding his being a merchant^ 

ttet Ladyship liked him. He was as 

.hiuch disposed as ever to be friendly t6 

the whole Percy family; and the mo^ 

aatnt he heard of Caroline«a being iii 

^owh^ he hastened to see her^ aodshow- 

.ed all his former affectionate regard in 

;his countenance and manner. But hW 

'^time and his thoughts were novp^ngross- 

e4 by ati affair very near his heart; which 

^ wai^ impatieiit to bring- to a -terminal 
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-tion. As soon as this should be accom- 
plished he was to set out for Amsterdam, 
where the concerns of his late partner, 
old Mr. Panton, as his correspondent3 
wrote, imperiously demanded his presence* 

This affair, which was so near Mr, 
Gresham's heart, related to - his dear 
Constance,— Alfred had alluded to it in 
one of his letters, and Erasmus had be^ 
gun to write the particulars to Rosa- 
jQiond, but he had not at the time lei- 
sure to finish the letter, and afterwards 
burnt it^ being uncertain how the ro- 
mance, as Alfred called it, might end. 
He, therefore, thought- it prudent to 
6ay nothing about it. The whole story 
was now told to Caroline, and, briefly^ 
was this -^ 

After Old Panton's rage agunst Dr. 
Percy, in consequence of the suspicion 
that his daughter was in love with him, 
after the strange wig scene, and the 
high words that followed, had driven 
Erasmus from the house; Constance 
.wetit to her father^ and intent upon 
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doing justice to Erasmus, at whatever 
hiizard to herself, protested, that he 
had not been the cause of her refusal of 
Lord Roadster. To convince her father 
of this, slie confessed that her heart was 

not entirely disengaged No threats*, no 

persuasion could, however, draw from her 
the name of the person whom she pre- 
ferred ; she . knew that to name him, 
wo\ild be only to ruin his fortune — that 
h^r father never would consent to her 
marrying him; nor, had the object of 
her preference ever given her reason to 
think, that he. felt any thing more for her 
than regard and respect — Old Panton, the' 
Jast man in the world' t6 understand any 
delicacies, thought her whole confession 
" nameme'' — the agitation and hesitation 
with which it. was made^ and her eager- 
ness to clear Dr. Percy's credit, to pre- 
veiit his practice from being injured, 
and to reinstate him in her father's fa- 
vor, conspired to convince the old man, 
that bis ^^own first original opinion was 
right." Of "this, indeed, he seldom 
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needed aBy additioiial crfcamstances to^ 
complete the conviction on liny occasion 
—— During the remaindeir ctf his life fae- 
eontinned obstinate in his error — **tf 
she likes any bcnly ^se^ why can*t the« 
^rl name bim'^->-«Nonsense-^tbat cofsed' 
Dr. Percy is the nian> and be nerer 
shall be the ttao.**— In this belief OM^ 
PantotI died> and, what is of mnch more 
consequence, in this befief he made Jbit 
wilL On purpose to exclude Dn Percy> 
and in the hope of accomf^hing y^ 
favorite |>Qrpose of ennobling hh d«n 
scendants, he^ in due legal form> insarttd^ 
a clwise in hi^ will, stating, that Jbe^lpft^I 
qneathed his wiiole fortune . (nave « bi^ • 
wife's dower), to his beloved d^ugiH^iJ 
upon condition, that within the. t^^jre' 
calendar months next ensuing, afte]?>hi$/ 
decease, she, the said Constance, shcmi^^ 
marry a man not below the rank .of 4i^ - 
son of a baron% But, in case sbe^ tbe.^ 
said Constance, should not marry witbib 
the said twelve calendar months^^ or\ 
should marry any man below the rank 
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of a Won, then, and after the expiration 
of said twelve calendar months, the said 
fortune to go to his beloved wife, -r- ex-^ 
cept an annuity of two hundred pounds 
a year, to be paid thereout to his daugh*' 
ter Constance.**— Mr. Gresham was ap- 
pointed sole executor to this wilh ■ 
As soon as it was decently possible, after 
Old Panton's decease. Lord Roadster re- 
newed his suit to Constance, and was 
ciyffly, but very steadily refused. Many" 
other^suitors, coming within the descrip- 
tioa* of persons favored by the Will, pre* 
BtnftediiliemselveS) but witfaodt success/ 
So&ie diaking their appikiitions to Con- 
stafice hersell^ somle endeavoring ta win 
her feVor through the intercession of her 
guardian, Mr. Oi^esbam — all in vain*-^ 
Moiitii after itaontH had passed* awayy 
and Mr. Gresham began to be much ia 
dfetfd, and Mrs. Pantdri, the mother^in* 
Itfw, sooiewhat in hopes, that the twelve 
csdendar months would elapse without 
the young lady^s 'having fulfilled the 
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terms prescribed by the will. Mr. Gre- 
sham^ one mornings took his fair ward 
apart, and began to talk to her seriously 
upon the subject. — He told her, that he 
thought it impossible she should act from 
mere perversity or caprice, especially as 
from her childhood upwards he had ne- 
ver seen in her any symptoms of an ob-- 
stinate or capricious disposition; there- 
fore he was well co^vineed, that she had 
some good reason for refusing so many 
offers seemingly unexceptionable; he 
was grieved to find^ that he had not suf^ 
ficiently won or deserved her confi- 
dence, to be trusted with the secret of 
her heart. Constance^ who revered and 
loved him with the most gratefnl tender* 
ness, knelt before him, andj clasping his 
hand in hers^ while tears rolled over her 
blushing cheeks, endeavored to speak^, 
but could not for some moments. 7— At 
last, she assured him, that delicacy, and 
the uncertainty in which she was, . whe- 
ther shewas beloved, were the only causes^ 
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wMcb b^^J|iilbe^^;.f)FQi:eQted her from 

jFb0 now Sft^ftd M !bbe:.plao(i pf lier fa;- 
fthfirj s^d ^(bo.biid efeir ti^fited her with 

, .:Mr. :Gii^hnk aaiBed fivdawnis; Paiv 

cjf;? . .'/', ;•..••. .:. 

:. ^^Nf>," . ' .-: ,.'. ..:.: , . 
: '^Mr^JaAvntyr ^,]: - ; '. ^ ^ • ; :' 
^^ ¥ie^>-flia* iW^iS.iiit passive: ihat 
Mtj, :Gre^bA»i b»d iKtVier-^ho]2i|;bt o^' 

iu»r:-^.; .[ : ^^ •. .;':..^ : , 

Jbad )M^[M^Vqd,:.tbat/Mt. JHLeiti^'sIkve.fai: 

^fil«9toQGe.:blLd. JiQC^ft: tl)£[.iOlll|S^ 9f il&^ 

fimDg fliuiifsi^bai^i^ble.aftlebcei and -r^ 

sterdam, and he w^milF ja^JUaodioh* 

of M% cQceJsltam^'s ;i^voi^bl6'dispp[$k{9ft 
towards him, who h^diQbly :Q6iiimw<^ud 
€dne3^(mdcmo6 iri<fti~Mi!^jQr^stHiat>:and 
knew jUttlie o& his bhaDdetir/ jconsiduKd 
him :iiiesii4lfr.4i3.lhe.ex»c&tQr.<aiflMr.QRaa- 
VOL, III, a 
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ton^ aad^ with this idea, obeyed his sum- 
mans home to settle accomits'.-^ Whoa 
they mety he was mnek surprised by Mf» 
Greshmh's speakittg^ not of aecoonts, 
bat of Coiistaiicei-^When Mr. Gresbam 
told him the terms of Mr. Pdntbnls wilJ^ 
far from appearing disappointed or ^dfi- 
jected^ Mr. Henry's face flashed with 
hope and joy. — He instantly confes^ 
to her giiaixiian, that he lored Cmwtati^pe 
passiMateljr ; • and that now/ when -it 
coold not be supposed he had iaevde* 
Bary views^ now wheix no duty^ no ho* 
nor foiHimdhim, he would try his fi^e.^- 
He spoke with a spirit g^v^n bytstroiig 
passii^n^ long repressed, and with a de- 
cisidn of cfadiracter, which his . modesty 
and reserve iofminnbr had, till now, pie* 
vented from apjpearing. 
. r^^^'Did he consider/*- Mr* Grcsham 
asked, ^^ what he expected Miss Panton 
to sacrifice fo^ him r*^ » » ^ • 

^SYesi fortune —-^TJOt duty ^ duty he 
codid never haw asked: her to sacrifio6 
^^^Uq could not have esteemed her, if she 
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hkd sacrificed duty. —As to the rest," — 
added he proudly, ^^ Miss Panton is noir 
to decide between love and fortune/* 

^ This from the modest Mr. Henry ! 
from whom, till this moment, I nei^er 
heard a syllable that savored of prestiitq>- 
tiont*' ^aidMnGreeham.— 

Mr. Henry was silent — and stood not 
with, an air of presumption, but of ]!)fimd 
determination, ^^ Regardless o£ the sw^ 
prise and attention with wfaicb MK Gve^ 
sham considened^him during tfaSs ^silence, 
he tliought for a few moments, and 
aakiSd, . : 

" May I, Sir, now, or wh^h may^tI 
see Miss Panton ?^' < 

** And would you,^ said Mr. Qn^ 
^am, '' if it were in your power. Sir, 
reduce the woman you-love f rom ^pu* 
lence to poverty, to distress T* 

^' I have four hundred a year. Miss 
Panton has two, six hundred a year is 
not poverty, Sir.-^Distress»^'the ilvomail 
I marry shall never know whilst I have 
life and heallii.^No, Sir, thi&is notto«» 
a2 
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mance.'T-Of my perseyeratice in what- 
wor I. nodertake, even when least cou- 
geniar'teimy bsihits, yotibave had proofs; 
•! — Mr* Gwifcaia, if Miss Panton approves 
9ie> ;and if l0ve can make her happy, i 
fe^r.not to dssert to ycm^lier gaardian^ 
that I will make her. .haj^y.i — *^ff she 
lov^.'me:Bdt9 ory. — added he^ his.idiole 
eoootenaoce changing from the express 
«km of landent love^ tti that of cold dis^ 
daiU, f br^. i£ Jbi^e be not in. her mind 
superior- tjibforCnne, then I have.litde io 
b^e%. — .Wealth and honors waii: her 
command. — ^But," resnmed he, '^' £b< 
trial l:i«nlljnake-T^ the hazard I wOI ftin. 
—If I am mistaken — ^if I ain presiimp^ 
taods-:^l!he hnmlliation he .min&^'the 
agony idli^iyijQwny my heart will bear it 
Tror tf*t break i ■ * * .. 

" Heroics t"T— said Mr. XSresham.— 
f^INbwlet meiisk •.*./'. • " 

r '. ^5. Let ine ask. Sir • • .pardon me,^ in^ 
lieirnapted'Mn Henry nr-. . t^ Let me beg 
i9i;sfeexMi&!Panton.'' . . 
- .r^^Stay, Jiiiten to »me, yoimag inan . . - 
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" Yoang ^ntleaiAD^ Siir, if yon 

please," , ; 

* ". Yquhg geodeman^ Sir, if ycm 
fpliease/' repeated Mr, Gveshaia,. mildly^ 
" I can make allowance .for . all tlii» -*- 
ypu were bred a soldier,, jealous of iionor. 
^ — Bat Hsteu to ipa ; there, b one thmg f 
innst tell yoti, before yon s« Miss Ran^ 
ton, though I apprehend it may soine«> 
ivvhat mortify yon, as id will interfere .with 
your b&ast of' disintere3tedB«ss,vand your 
xow of poverty,.— Mt06 Fantba 1 have 
from her cradle bden in the :hahit of 
lefotisid^ring partly' ay 'my' own •*r-my own 
child r , , andj^as siich; Thave left hwr 
in my W|U teji* th^u^^nd pounds.-r-As she 
will w^nt this . money before my dealiH 
if sbe^ mwries yoti, I* must. convert mj 
hgBkCy into a marriage portion, aad you 
shall aot^ Sir, ha^e.love witlipnt foitune, 
whale^ei* jomv heroics may thtihk of it* 
*— Now, go to your mistafess, aBd4ceep my 
j5ecret."rr- • r ' - . .: 

Yonng Henry was evidently more 
touched by the geiiwosity than by thtt 
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bonntV of Mr. Gresham ; tears came into 
his eyes, aud with a gentleness and hn- 
inility the most feeling, he said, ^^ How 
^hali I thank yon, Sir^ for bearing with 
me as yoo did ? •' '^ '' 

. ^^Ohl** said Mr- Gresham, '^ Old as 
I am, I know what it is to be in love, and 
can conceive too what it is to fear that 
a guardian might be cross, and that the 
executor and the partner of Mr.Panton 
-might act like Mr. Panton himself — Say 
no more, I nndel*stand it all, ypu see— 
Go to your mistress.** 
. Even in the haogbtiness and spirit this 
yoimg man bad shown^ Mr. Gresham 
saw the sincerity, strength, and dt$inte* 
restedness of his affisction for Constance, 
and in Mr. Gresham*s estimation these 
were no trifling merits. W e pass over 
« • . • . shall tve be forgiven-— the love* 
scenes between Mr. Henry and Con- 
stance. ~-— In these cases it is well when 
there is some sober friend to lods: to the 
common seiise of the thing, and in the 
midst of the exaltation to do the neces-* 
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sary teisiness.of life— -Mr. Gre&ham laid 
Mr. Paoton's will before counsel 
learned in tfaelaw, took opinions from 
two diflferent connse}^ from Alfred Percy, 
whose friendship for the parties con- 
cerned was likely to; qaieken his attention, 
and fnom another barrister of long-stand- 
iag, who, being totally unconnected with 
tlje : parties, . might probably give . a per- 
fectly juobia^^d and dispassionate ad* 
ric^ Both agreed, that ; there was no 
avpidtag the clause in the will ; that Miss 
Pantori, if she married a man below the 
nndc of a Baron's son, .must give lip ber 
fortune to her mother-iri-Iaw at the end 
of twelve calendar motiths, from the time 
of her father's decease; bat both barristers 
garedt as. their opinion, that the income 
during tho^e twelve . months belonged to 
Coiistance.<^-Tbis was a considerable sum, 
which, by Mr.G^eshaJn's advice, was to be 
vested with the rest of Mr. Henry's capital 
i& the firm of the house of Pantoii and Co* 
— In consequence of Mr. Gresham*s ear- 
nest recommendation, and of his own ex- 



^ellent cencUct awih abflitf. Mi. Henry 
was from this tmie j^Md in tifid firin^ and^ 
as oneof tbepaitners, bBd^a sctuire iDcome^ 
proportioned la iris paTt of the tap^tid; 
beside a share in the very iadTimtageou^ 
i^peculalkins, in whi<;h the lK)USM$^wa8 en-' 
gag«d^ Mr. Gredham umlertook to sup^ 
ply Mr. Henry's place at Aabsterdam,* 
whither be was under the necessity of go^ 
ing. -—His bouse be would leave to CoiiAi. 
stance dating bia abseace:*-^She bad best 
begin by taking possession of ' i't^ Md et^ 
td&lish herself theire, he: oUsehred^ tlmi 
sbe might hot have tke inemrrenifthoe iliMk 
liiortification of bern^ toamed eixt 'of: hsr 
own at the end of the year. — ^ AilAif/*^ 
smd be^/^ I shonki be aUe, when iiei»rnj* 
to make Mr. Henry's residence with me 
'•igrjeeaUe to him^ I shall hope he wiUmi^^ 
while I Hve, take my Constance .€}aitd 
away firoqi me, — ^ I look to Bey as my 
chief iiappiness in life.^" - 

^' If Rosamond had! heard thci sighy 
wbich , closed- this speechi," tbMifi;tit Ca- 
roline^. *^ and. if -she had seen'tiic» simpH** 
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city arid deitcacy of Mr. Greshaitf s geneV 
rosity on thig ocrasion, she would hate 
re9|n*oaclred'.heilse]f for refutsing hitn^ ami 
wodid almost baVe reasoned bersdf into 
the brii^fy that she haui done very wrong 
not to mah-y him — But this belief would 
only, ... cbiM-imly, have lasted till she 
s b w it A ' see Mr, TempTe again r^ So that^ 
upon the whole, it wate best for poot 
Mr, Gresham; thiit she neW nothing of 
them«kter«'' ~- 

All things being arranged thu^; in 'the 
kindest ^ahd most cbiiveni^nt: manned by 
this excdfent 'Mr. Greshani, and the day 
being tfx^d for -the obBrriage of Constahce 
and Mr.' Henr^-^Q^oUne'was asked ttJ 
be bride VmaidV aad the' honor of Lady 
Jilne 'GraniKille's company was requested 

i It is inconceivable' how nioch' im^ 

portance Xiady Jalie attached tatheadeii 
of faer accepting or refusing this request^ 
and the qnaiitity she talked .fibont it waa 
wondraiul !-^^no(^iibstandingtUe hahitudl 
theme, of her ** being. of no confeeqn^nci 
Bow^ to any one^ of her bdng utterly 
as 
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forgotten^ and oat of theworld^^ — yet 
sbe bad 8t01 a secret^ very secret beliei^ 
that all sbe did would be known and 
commented npon ; and sbe worked hei^ 
self up to tbink also^ tbat tbe bbnor to 
be conferred, or tbe offence tbat wonld 
be taken in consequence of ber decision 
would be immortal. — Every five minotes 
for twobotirs after the first reading of 
Mr..Gresbam's note, sbe took it np, laid 
it down, and su'gned tbe matter pro and 
con to Caroline.—-— 

A long and loud kndck at tbe door*— 
came to Caroline's relief — It was repeated 
with imperious impatience— - " Who is 
it, my dear — ^look oat of the window, but 
don't let yourself be seen.'* 

Caroline did not know any of tbe 
fashionable equipages, . which to. . Lifiidy 
Jane appeared a great want of coqimon 
sense, or rather a great defect in bev 
ediKation-*— Upon tiiis occasion however, 
she thought she recollected the livery to 
be Mrs. Falconer's. 

" Obi no, my dear, quite impossible*^ 
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the Falconers have not been near me this 
age — I will tell you whose livery it is . . . 
There is a resemblance^ bat it is astonish* 
ing 1o me a giri of your sense' Cannot learii 
tfae^ffisrence . . . ItisdldLadyBrangleV 
livery/ ' - 

• ^J It might very possiUy be so/' Caro- 
line allowed* ... 

' The senrant however, brought in cards» 
and' a note from Mrs. Falconer — The 
pote was to announce to Lady Jane 
Granville the approaching nianiage of 
Mifis Falconer with Sir Robert Percy — 
The day was named, and the' honor of 
Lady Jane Granville's compaiiy was re-^ 
quested at the wedding — ^LadyJaneVneWi 
that this communication was made> not 
in the least in the kihdiiess, bnt in the 
piide of Mrs. Falconer's heart ; and pre- 
cisely in the same spirit^ in which it was 
written, Lady Jane thoujght it incumbent 
iq»on h^ to receive and answer it. — 
Her Ladyship was really warm and 
honest in her friendslaps, and very 
.gnitfafnl to her branch of the Percf 
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£iBii))r, • fw Cbe kiniliiess tbef trad '^bwrf 
li«r- hi ad%'ersity«. 

- ^ 1 tUnk It ektremely HI judged^ Mitf 
ilf4ired o£ Mrs« Falconer^ to in^vite me to 
this ivneddiog'-— ]>Ms ^h« tbialuLbave nd 
feeling — My own near refatfon^/'iNNi hmA 
friendsj depriv«i ef their ^'birtlMrtgfat^'by 
this Sir Robert Percy • . » . dbes'^e^csiii 
ceive it pbssibie^ tlnrt I eimld- goto smA 
m weMingi -^ No ^^ nor 4id $hoi vti»H ov 
evpect rt^-<— isfaec only wrote from Taaity^ 
and I shall :anBwiBrber whh^pride^wbich^ 
at leasts is aomewfial; snperimr. t^ :lhat 
mean passioiii; and X abntl go, I am now 
determnied^ to Mrj^Gmsbam^fi-^^i'deino^ 
thif^ by balTe&.r — 

Hjot Lad^sfaipr immedtatBiy wrote .wh 
swers to both tbeinvkatioofi. — Nodlin^ 
for iDantbs bad done ber ao mucb)giO€Mli3[ 
as the exefttOB, interest, and ima^naiy 
self^inipwtaiic&thiesie: two notes erealed-t^ 
At .Mr. Groslianirs on the) day. of. tbe 
wedding ber. Ladyship apfieared nidi 
^reot dignity^ ajidwaSiSatkfied thM^sbe 
bad conlmed honor jAnd serkma loU^iv 
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tion. Could she have seen iilto the mitiA 
of all the company^ sh^ woold have been 
astonished to trad how little she occupied 
dieir- thoughts — ^ It would be drlfieult 
to determine^ whether it^ i» inch-^ fot th^ 
happiness or misety-of man alid w^man-L 
kind, 'that politeness^ shauld ^herisfh^ of 
trath destroy tbe^e little 4ieIttM>i)s of 

self-leve; 

Presently thtre appeared in the' news* 
papers a splendid account of the nmr^ 
rifege at "St George*9 church^— ^ Hanover 
iSquare, of Sir Robert Percy of Percy- 
HftH, whh Arabella, the eldest daughter 
of J*- Faslcouer, .Esquire, — ^present at the 
ceremony was a long list of f&shiemxhh 
friendf^^ (who as Lady Jane Granville 
(yhserved, ^^ would not have cared if the 
bride had been hanged the next minute.'*) 
The iappy. paii-, after parttiking of an 
elegant 'collation, set out in a barouche 
and four for Percy- HaU, the seat of Shr* 
Robert Percv. 

"^ So^'* cried Lady Jane, throwing^ 
d<wrn the paper. " Mr^. Falconer has^ 
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MX9Wi]di8hed that maSdi at last^ and 
has got one of her dapghters well off her 
]i0ii^9 — ^the Bgly one too — ^Upon my word 
she IS amazipgly clever — But, after ali^ 
the man ha^ a horrid temper, and a very 

bad character Now it is over, mf 

dear Caroline, I mnst tell yon, that long 
ago, before I was so well aware of what 
sort of man he was, I had formed the 
plan of nvMryipg him to yon, and so 
nniting the two branches, and bringing 
^e ^estKtc.into your family — Bot^ we 
have often reason to ipjoioe, that out 
l^st concerted schemes don't $ncceed.*~ 
I give Mrs. Falconer joy — For worlds 
I wonld not have snch a man married to 
any, relation or.friend ofn>ine Oh, 

if I recover my fortune, Caroline, I have 
](iqpes!" 

Her Ladyship was interrupted by the 
arrival of JVf r. Gresham, who came to 
take leave, as he was just setting ont for 
Holland. — He was a man who said less, 
and did more for his friends, as Carotine 
observed, ^^ than almost any persox:^ she 
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knew." On seeing his gallery of . paint* 
ings^ she had noticed some beautiful mi- 
niatures ; he now brought all those which 
she had admired, and be^ed to leave 
them with her during his absence, that she 
9iigbi at her leisure copy any of them she 
)i)kedr He knewshe painted in miniature^ 
for he had long ago^ when at the HaUs> 
seen her copy of M. de Tourville's picture 
of Euphxosyne. — i : 

^^ If,'^ said Mr. Gresham, ohserving that 
Caroline scrupled to take charge of so 
many precious picturea-^*^ If you are too, 
proud to receive^ from me the slightest 
Undness without a return, I am willing to 
put; myself linder an obligation, to you. -— 
While J am away, at your leisure, jnake 
me a. copy of that'Euphrosyne — I. shall 
love it for your sake, and as reminding me 
of the time when I 'first saw it— the hap- 
piest time perhaps of my li^e,-' iEidded he^ 
in alow voice. — 

, ^^ Oh, Rosamond^"" thought iCarolfine^ 
f^if you had heard that !*-^ and if you 
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itmw biMT geteroosly kind b^>lias bM^ 
to yo»r brotbers !" . 

. At parting from Alfred and EiTHsnnis^ 
lie said to tkeni^ 

' ^^ My good yeiing firicnds^ why d<m^t 
eitbcv of yoa inarry . . . to be isnfe yoil 
voce yodng ^noogh^ but tbink of -it iti 
time, and don't port off . . . pot oiB^\ . \ 
till yoa grow into old bacbeloi^— 1 ktioW 
youiig men generally in^ these dayft say/ 
tbey^nid it too expensive to marry-— Some 
traik in thaty bUt<mon^ $di)slm<9$8.^«--^ 
H^e's ymrog 'Mr. Hiehry has* set yott' u 
good' example-^ your: practice itiryottif 
professioiis^ I tuppotse^ pats yoa «s modi 
at ease in tbewovld by this tiiM, a? 
he ia. 'Malthu9^ yoa .know * , ; whom 
I saw yon dtndying the other d#f, ofe^ 
jeotsfonly to people marrying beibrei tinej^ 
caw • raaintaia * a fahfiify ^^ Alfred, when • i 
was at the H91$^ I heard of a certaiil 
Miss Leicester .... If you shall tMnb 
of marrying before I come back again^ 
yoa'tf want~a house^ and I've" lent mine 
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already— ^ But monej^yoa know cdn place 
one in any part of the town, you might 
like better — ^ I have a ^nm lying idle at 
my bankers; which I hate jiwt had trans->^ 
fe.rred to the account of Alfred and Eras- 
mus Percy — Whichever of you "marry 
before I come back, must do pie the 
favor, to puix^faase a good bouse ... .1 
most liave it at the p(^ite end of the 
tawn^ or I shall be worse it^an an ol^ 
baofaeior^^ Let me ind it Well fornisiied' 
amk^oinKi-^Nqtbiii^ air» a house so weR; 
asu' walvi fjwnd'^^ Th^n yM know, if I 
skn^ fidt fiiivcfy your purdrhase, I YtavH 
k on.ayonr kandf and' yon pay xsii H^ 
pncefause. money yeat by year, >t ydu# 
leisure:— iP' you can thwt, that«J Wlil^riW, 

throw" yooi into jait for it." 

The wMurthof iU^ned^s thaiilj^ k pAb^ 
ticular showed .Mr. G^'e&ham^ thM he 
had not. been mistaken about l^i»s Lei^ 

** li Wish I h«(d tboojglit, or rather I 
wish!' had -spoken of this sooner," addM 
Mr. Gresbain, " perhaps I might have 
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had the pleasiire of seeing yon married 
before my/ leaving England, bnt— no— *it 
is best as it is -** I might have hurried 
things — aqd in these matters evei7 body 
likes to go their own pace, and their owif 
■way. — So fare .ye well -r- God bless yoa 
bq^h, an4 give you good wives, Ixansisk 
Bothing better for yon froto Heaven*" — 
No mim conld be . more disposed than 
Alfred felt himself at this instant, to agree 
with Mr. Gresham, and to marry imme* 
diate1y~ Visions of beauty and -liappinMs 
floated before hia imtigioatim, bat a bbU*. 
citor l^nod^ing at the door of bis chnn- 
be^s se4;alled him to the sense of. tiie sad. 
necessity of finishing some law papers^ 
instead of going into the conntryy td 
see his fair mistfess r— - Hi8:pro£Bsaaonal 
d^ty absolutely required his remaining in 
Town the whole oi this term — Lady Jane 
Granville's business in particular de^ 
peuded upon him — He gave his mind to 
it — She l^Ule knew how difficult if was 
to him at this time^ to 6x his attention ; 
or how . much temper it required in 
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these circumstances/ to bear with her 
impatience, •~— The week before her 
cause was expected to come to trials her 
Ladyship's law-fever was at lt*s height — 
Alfred avoided her presence^ and did her 
business* — 

. The. day arrived •*- her cause came oa 
— Alfred's exfrtions proved successful -— 
and. hot from the courts he brought the 
first joyful news— —A decree in her 
favor!. 

' . La:df Jane started up^ clasped her 
baMby -^ embraced Alf^d, •— embraced 
Caroline -^^r^tuhied. thanks to Heaven-*-? 
again and again^ in . brokefn sentences^ 
tried toiexpress her gratitude to Alfred — 
A flood of tears came to her relief '^ Ob 
Alired, what pleasure your generous heart 
must feel!'' 

Yes ^— all the labor, all the vexations of 
his first professional life were repaid at 
this instant. ; A batrrister must endure 
dull labor and frequent .disappointments i 
bnt ithere are delicious moments, wheid 
the feelings of benevolence and sympathy. 
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and tlic> honest « pride of succes^^ repst^ 
yeai-s of toil and disappointment; 
'- It wal difficttk to :tell whether Lady 
Jane, who had regained her' fortahe; or 
Alfred) by whom it bad' been recovered, 
was the most joyful. — Caroline, who 
sympathised witii' the pleasure felt by 
both, was, perhaps, as happy as either. 
' From this day, fram thifi hour. Lady 
Jane's, heahh ripttOyrecowred*, and, as 
Erasmus observed, her lawyer had at last 
proveii bw best pttysfoinn. -^ Happy for 
hpodiers, that play thfasintiir emek other's 
lnmd». — Happitfr foir tbo»,- who play 
thus inCd each bther^sihe«rt&.^ ' ' 

Caroline, when she saw Lady Jane 
restored to her streii^h, and in excriHsnt 
spirits, preparing to take possession of a 
handsome house in Cavendish Square^ 
thon^bl; she might now be spai'ed ta re- 
ttfrn to her own family. ~« But Lady Jane 
would not pait with her ; she insisib^d 
upon keeping her the remainder of the 
mriter, promising to carry . her back tb 
the Hills' in a few weeks.-— It was plain. 
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that refasing tfai$.reqiie9t woold renew the 
ire of Ladjt Jane, and render irrecQucil-^ 
able the .iquasrel ;Uet ween her liadyship 
and the Vantsf fimily. Caroline, felt esc-; 
tremely^nnmlling to, offend one M^hom she 
hadohlsged^ and one iwbo. really sho^ic^ 
wch anxiety f6r>her hoppincto. 

*.^.J koo^, my dear Lacjy Jabe,"^ 8a£d 
&be>:.a]|iUing, ^^tteu;if I .slaywUh yon, 
you .will .form a hundred kind schemes 
for my establishment; but forgive me 
wbeulitdl^oiW tbatiit'is in tlie prababi> 
lity that they will none of them .he accom^ 
pUihedy.thhl I consent to aebept your 
Ladyship's invitation." 

*♦ P^vefise'! provoking, smd incomjtre- 
hensibley— hnt since you consent to sta^, 
my dear, I. will. not ipmrrel .with your 
inotivea. — \ AidU^let them;i»9t;as pBiloso- 
•phifc^Uy lUaintelligible .as you please. He 
satisfied^ I will nesver.nuire.accnse you.of 
perwrgity ..in refusing : me formerly, "nor 
.wll.I conviot you.of inconsistency for 
oUigiagimiefnow.T-rillhe being conyioted 
»£incDiisiatdBcy.{l know is rwhat you;ped- 
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pie, who pique yourselves upon being 
rational, are bo afraid of. — Now' wewery- 
day-people^ who make no pretensions to 
be reasonable, have no character for cbn^ 
STstency to support, you cannot coiv 
ceive what delightful liberty we enjoy. --^ 
.In lieu of whole tomes of casuistry,' the 
simple phrase, ' Vve changed my- midd,* 
does our business!— Do let m^hear, if 
you could prevail upon yourself to say 
so* — — 

" Tve chang^ mymind,*' said Caro- 
line playfully. 

" That's candid — now I Ibre ^as well 
as admire you.** — " • 

'^ To be entirely candid then,'* said 
Caroline, ^^ I must, my dear Lady Janc^, 
if you will give me leave,' tell you m6re.**' 

'' As mueh as you please,^ aaid Lady 
Jane, ^^ for I am naturally curious, par- 
ticularly when young ladies blush "^— 

Caroline thought, that however Lady 
Jane and she might differ on some points, 
her Ladyship's atxiety to promote her 
happiness in the way she thought most 
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advantageous deserved not. only her gra- 
titade^ but her confidence. -— Besides^ it 
would be the most effectual way^ she. 
hoped, of preventing Lady Jane, froin 
forming any schemes for her establish-^ 
ment^.to confess at once, that she really 
believed it was not Ukely she should meet 
with any person, whose character and 
merits .were equal to those of Count Al- 
tenbeig, smd any one inferior to *bim she 
was determined never to marry. —^ She 
added a few words as delicately as she 
could upon the dread she felt of being 
preseqted ip society as a young lady wish- 
ing for an establishment 

Lady Jane heard all she said upon this 
subject with much attention, — but when 
she had finished, her Ladyship said to 
herself. 

*^ Nonsense ! —Every young lady thinks 
one lover perfect till she has seen ano- 
ther. — ^^Before Caroline has passed a month 
in fashionable society, provided she has 
a fashionable admirer, we shall hear no 
more of this Count Altenber^."' -^ 
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. " Well, my dear/' s^d she, hoUiihg 
out her hand to Caroline^ — "I w^li: give 
you pay word, I \%il], to the best of my 
ubiUty, CQii]|»}y with [all yaur canditions* 
.— Yoa sh^U not be ftdverjised as n. young 
Iddy in search <of a.hnsbaod', — but just as 
If you were a married woman^ you will 
give me l^ve to iutrod«€e my ficqu^t* 
atoce to you, and if they should .find 'out, 
4>f U'.it .^me yjou ahoukl jSnd aut^ that 
you are^ot .married, you know^ ^ 1 : ^shall 
A6t be tD blamed ; 
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CHAPTER XXXiV. 



Behold Lady Jane GrativSne rdjnstated 
in her fortune, occupying a fine house, 
m a fashionable Square^ with suitable 
equipage antl establishment; carriages 
rolliftg to her j tickets crowAog heir 
ge#van€^9 hands i an influx, an s^uence of 
friends, and congrfctulattons such as quite 
ftstooisfaed Caroline. *^ ' 

" Where were these people all the time 
I liTed in Clsrges Street ?*" thought she. 

Lady Jane, though she knew froitl ex* 
peiience the emptiness anfd insincerity of 
sncb demonstrations ofvegard^ was, ne- 
^wrtheliessy liabkb&lty pleased' by them^ 
and pvoud «^ be' in a situation, where 
HinnJbem ^nd it w^itth while to pay her 
ait^iibtts; H^ l^adyship, notwith^ 
fttondling bar fotiks,w» not like a mere 

VOIm III. R 
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fashionable friend, forgetful of favoi^ 
and incapable of gratitude. Warm im 
her affection to Caroline, she was eager 
to do -every thing that could contribute to 

her pleasure and advantage. The 

dressing, the producing her young fri^d 
was her prime object. 

The pretensions of individuals are of- 
ten cruelly mortified, when they come 
to encounter the vast competition lof a 
capital city. As King James said to the 
country gentleman at court, — /^ The. lit- 
tle vessels, that made a figure ob the lake, 
juppear insignificant on the oc^iin ! ** 

Caroline had neither the pretensions of 
a provincial wit, nor of a counlary beau- 
tyj happily for her she had not, formed 
high expectations of pleasure, any hope 
of producing effei^t, or even sensaiiWi 
tspon her first appearance in the fasluon* 
able world. As she said iif her letters. to 
ber friends fit home, nothing, coald 4ie 
more dull, or tiresome, than tbeiiVst'exr 
perience of a young lady's in^odtietion 
into life; nothing as she .amff red BoMr 
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TOond, could be less like the reaKtjr, than 
the delightful representations in novels, 
Ti^here every day produces neur scenes^ 
new adventures, and new characters. 
^^ She was ashamed/* as she said, ^^ to 
write such stupid letters from London; 
but unless she were to have recourse to 
invention, she literally had not any thing 
entertaining to tell. She wobld, if Rosa- 
mond was in despair, invent a few con- 
ifoests, and, like great historians, put in 
some fine speeches supposed to have be^n 
spokep by celebrated characters.'' 

In reality, Caroline's Jieanty had not 
^aseed so completely unobserved as her 
modesty and inexperience imagined. 
She did not %now the sigfw of the time<i. 
'-—On her first entrance into a public 
rooni, eyes turned upon her^ Ae eyes 
0( mothers with apprehension^ -r-i. of 
dtoghters, with envy. — Some gentle- 
men looked with admiration, others, with 
curiosity. 

' *^^* A new face ! — Wlio is she ? " ' 
* <* A relfiitionofLady JaneOranvilleV" 
R i 
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. " What ha$ she?** 
^^ I doi^'t koQW—*- nothings I bciKeve" 
'^ Nothing, certdinly — a^4*iiglrt«r of 
tbe Pwey, w1m> Ipsi hie fprtqne/*-^ 
i All apprehensions ceased o^ Uit^p^rl 
of the ladif^ "^ q^d g«n^ra)l]i ajjl ii4wrflr 
tion an the part of t^e geqtlem^l^'^^Op^" 
ra glasses u^ n^ aiwtJiev.iT^^t'r-PiJu,- ^fh 
ceedipg to ewy, a fpw ^harit^blji ^\»^ 
posed^ ad^ed^ 
. *' A|i ! pqoj ^hing I ^j^r^^ided few 

WbatapUyr 

" Do ypu dance to night ? " 
^' Pof s ow qaadrUle 00916 nes^t T* 
. Some geiji^tlem^^, a» Street adipirei' 
of beaiBAy, perhaps, asikjed thi^ hpiiQI^ q| 
her hjand — 'to dance. — Bi^t th^r^ the. 
abstraction generally fAded,— A f^W% in* 
d«e4> ^v«nt tartlwr, af4 Wpr^ that ^hA 
inras. a ^e g»rl> prqphf)sie4 tbat sha 
WQuJd *aj6;f, ^ud de^l^red.they w^W^be 
4^4 if they wwW Wt <W«fr Qf heR»;iS 
they conld afford it. — 

From their prppl^cies or th^ir >Qalhs 
liqtthilNi; eosui^dt ^ # vi^p th« amities 
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dud compliments she i^fceived from Lady 
Jake's pftrtitiilar friends and acquaint- 
ance, tiib»gh-in a ifitire polite ^le, vrtte 
equally unmeaning afid onpi^bdiJctive/ 
Tcii days passed witbdtit leaving a trac^ 
behind> - ; 

Unluckily for Caroline, hef btotlietf 
Alfred ^as\ about this time obliged to 
leare town. He was snnimoned to the 
*5nnfry by Mr. Leicester. Dr. Percy 
y^B so contimVally employed, that she 
could scarcely have a lew minutes in a 
Iteek of hii company, 'now tliKt Lady 
Jf«iife*8 h^th no krtigfet" it^qnt^ed his prW 
fl^^ilinial itttendailcef. CkfdHtte, wi)o had 
al^yi bMft itsed to domestic society and 
MtfVeN<i^n, Wail tbts compelled to Vhrt 
reifipl^tel^ in piiblic, Min^^mit the pka^ 
iores ^^roc, and ivftbbut the amUse^ 
»etit yftung people generally enjoy in 
cbmfpakiy, ^n^ien they ^te with tho^ of 
their ^6Wn age, to whoM they can com* 
mtmidrte tbeir thoughts. Lady Jain^ Gi^ah»- 
^ilie'lnras so i^acfa afVaid df Cah>)ine's not 
appea^g fashionable, that she continn^ 
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ally camioned her against expressing he? 
natural feelings at the sight of anj thing: 
n«w and surprising, or at the perceptioa 

of the tiresome or ridiculous; Her- 

Ladyship would never permit her prQt^- 
g^e to ask the name of any person in 
public places, or at private parties — he- 
cause not to know pertain people " ar-. 
gnes yourself unknown ^ 

" I'll tell you who every body is, whej* 
we go home" — When she was at home. 
Lady Jane was generally too much tired te 
explain or to comprehend the descriptio»| 
of these nameless bodies. * And even 
when her Ladyship was able to satisfy 
her curiosity, Caroline was apt to va^ 
take afterwards the titles and histories of 
the personages, and by the misuomen 
of which she was guilty provoked Lady 
Jane past endurance — Whether it was 
from want of 9ta/ura/^emu^, iu the scbo* 
lar, or interest in the study, or from the 
teacher's thus unphilosopbically separat- 
ing the name and the idea, it is certain, 
that Caroliu€ iftadc but slow prpgress ix} 
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acqmringf her fashionable nomeaclature.^ 
-T* She was nearly in despair kt her owa' 
leant of memorf, when fortunately, a 
Hew instraetress fell in her way, who wa* 
delighted with her ignorance, and de- 
sired nothing better than to tell her who' 
was who ; — in every private pai-ty and 
public place, to point out the ridiculous 
or notorious, and at the raonaent the 
figures were padsing^ whether they heard . 
or not, to relate- anecdotes characteristic 
ajyd illtetrative. — This new, entertaining 
preceptress was Lady Franccis Arling- 
toh« Her Ladyship having quarrelledi 
imth Miss Georgiana Faleoner, bated t0 
go out with Mrd. Falconer, hated stHI 
more to stay at bonie with the old taf 
pestry-working Duchess her aunt, and 
was delighted to have Lady Jaiie Gran- 
ville to take her every where — She cared 
Httle what any person thought of herselfi^ 
much less what they thought of Caro- 
line-^therefore free from all the delicacieS 
and anxieties of Lady Jane*s friend^hifi 
und systems— -Lady France**^ though frbni 
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diftieat premises, cpaiiDg to tfae 8am«. 
CODclosioB — agraed, that tbidking ef 
CaroKiie^s advantage ^- was fifi{^/ — and 
that all she had to do was to amuae ber*^ 

selfintpWQ^ Caroliiie triis the mosi 

convenient companion to gu <m.t witbj, 
liar she never crossed her Ladyship abou4 
partners or admirers^ never vied ^vitb lie? 
for admiration^ or seemed to mind Jier 
J^irtations, bnt qoietlf snflTering her to 
draw off all the fashionable beaux, whom 
Lady Jane stationed upon dnty-^abe let 
Lady Frances Arlington talk, or daneei 
to her hearths content, nnd>vaB satisfied ^^ 
too to sit still and he silnnl. Tht tarM^y 
fNJf wnrds and idea% &ett imd^ramirks^ 
ivhiob her lively and practised roa^piip 
nion poured into her mind, CaroUne 
was left to class for herself, to generalise^ 
and to make her own conclasions-*~-» 
Kow sheliad means of amnsemetit : sht 
tookjikasare in observing all that w^ 
godng on, aod she kniiw something 
qf the characters and motives of the ac- 
tors in snch different scenes* As a spec- 
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tsttw, the Was particularly Btmck by 
the tngetni^ of aH the plftferSi, at their 
diff^retot ga^es of loi^^ hiteredty 6f Bm* 
bition. And in varkms sets of compatiyi 
she was diverted by observing how eaeh 
^lOQght themselyes the whole world-'*—— 
Here a party of young ludien aOd gentlOf 
ihen^ practising^ momitig^noon, and ttight^ 
dot^loo steps for their quadrUle^--*'^ Ani 
While they me dancing the quadrUkf 
jockey gentletfien ranged against the 
#a1I in iilkt batt-r^oto^ talking of their 
hoi^es *— -*- grave wigs and Biyttilf-bosres in 
a tjornfer setding tiie fate erf Euyope; 
proving thsft 1!hey were^ are. Or ought to 
hi behind the scenea. At the c&rd^tttMes 
sharpened faces seeing noChing kv the 
dniveiise hot their cards^ 

At the piatao> a set of sigoors antl^^ 
AiA^as, and ladies of qnaHly,«rfrtgled 'to»i 
g«Mier fcH Of duets^ sOlofesi oV«r^Os;«a^ 
vatinas^ expression, ex:edliSdOi adct'/tfeOtf 
rtfa|fhha^s^^Ato&ef^inligOil^ie 
piAess^d oi- pMssitfgfotWord ; ^etik^'^ocMg 
aiid lii^tiAliOg^wieh sh^e; ttolf^^thoagk 
r5 
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young, yet confident of applause ; ' otbers^^^ 
and these the saddest among the gay, 
veteran female exhibitors, tired to death; 
yet forced to continue the nnfruitfiil glo- 
ries. 

In one grand' party, silence and state v 
in another group; rival matrons chasioj^ 
rolind the room the heir presumptive ta 
a dukedom, or wedging their daughters, 
closerand closer to thatdooi^way9,througb 
which Lord William—*— must pass. ' 

Here a poet acting entiinsiasm with a^ 
chapeau bras^-^'^thetQ anothen dying o£ 
ennui to admiration «; — —here, a wit cut-^ 
ting and slashing, right or wrong—-, 
there a man of judgment landing by, 
silent as the grave ^ — all for notoriety. 

Whilst others of high rank,, birth, oi;* 
wealth, without effort oz merit, secure 
of distinetion,. looked down with sobei^ 
contempt upon the poor atrngglers and 
wranglers for feraCir 

Caroline bad. as yet seen but. few o£ 
the literary candidates.; &r* celebrity.^ 
only those privileged few, who> comtmiing 
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the pr^ensi(Hi9 ^Dfratik and talent, had i' 
natural right to be in ; certain circles,' or- 
those who; uniting superior address, had! 
risen or: forced their wayintb fine com-* 
pany-^Added to these werfe two or three;* 
winy WEeiie invited to parties as being the' 
vNMder and ^ow of the seifei^n--— -^Per-- 
sons whom the pride of rahk found it' 
gratifying to have at command;, and who ^ 
afib|pded tothem a most happy relief from* 
the dullness of their habitual, existenire.? 
Caroline,, though pitying the exhtbitors, 
wh^n^yer she met any of this description; ' 
had great curiosity to see more of:lH&^« 
TWf^ soeietjf^. fiui Lady v Jaiie ^yste 
matically hung back on^ thii point, knA" 
ev&ded her promises. ij5.:i •. y vi 
' ** Yes, my dear,^ I- did promise' to take* 
you to. Lady AngdJctf He^di<»^altnV^ 
andiLady fipil8buiy!s>''faiit thei^*s tioi^^ 
cMNigk-i^not ytt ^ *' .' / .'«)ottill I havis y 
ektaUishedlyodin^a^hi^ber'Society'. > i /^ 
Nifibi&rtyowjadvkntage to getia«oi^4b«'' 
blnofatodbings *T^:the ttlnd nibs^9rs^-aii4'^ 
th«)leaBt sltideiiiiighl: vm^jpd witbr. »ir «^ 



» 



%pip0 peopljis Jf fot mtm. mtmrni,' I 

jB^U jiilro4iMe 7«» M Hhnt aef 'wHih 
fgeapoff « k, . for tkvf tntaniu mfi ▼a«%, 
and 4t » a gnett.priiwfklB io xm 'All. 
iviD^ff-T-A hog &st -* But Out* ftis '•l»- 
s^atfisaqpitom 4*it I aaniMidwe lar'TWir 
avlspi mjttkiwr CW«)UBd<*-7oik ara ns^-int' 
oJio«^<''-'-^tf ; jtoa mmU take the ^kI. 
eo^ Um MiMif* -^ Talabts, joii torn» 
lint AOt tBftoiwgfl ^9fficieBtr~-iAn^ tf^inaM 
ya« 4)a)il ymi; iaiw' HSm*» wid tooti^-^ 
WMk 7<^Hr ipiM«ly find jgnm^ . k . 70a 
|MW4»«UlMr lelHMMw ia1^<art9le)fo«;«i•■ 
u^4(l^dear^..: . ^ .'. • 

^B«i ^b»4y Fraices jirlingfei^ ' ^» 
tbiniglit «wlf of jbfllr «ttm xiuitat>' at 
annAement) seconded C!«ii«»l»oe*« irMi l» 
itir tl«» lili4niiiy«M>r-i iSiliQllli^g'COTtd Hbe 
^|0IW.- Jta^ Iker M|Hbip. .aald,i thaav 
ruN^g-AMtod; dwj^: ifcite ^nci dv. 
t^firrrif^httifptat, she loved toreae 
«dd |}eof^>«*¥>^yid ttlKwgk. vliBr 
dvdkaMomnU^ Mib'lefc:.farfKi9a--'toii;Mif.' 
S^iUbwp^a» ^ i«%flnMM».inr>nHM, 
tiiat» .vithr l«^y Jai* fimmdlMe fwx>]MB 
C^haperon, she coal4 get a passport fm 
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ladfAngBiicM is H snt of eonsto^ I -cM^ 
toll jmi kmvit mmy times remoyesl, but 
J*ii/as fliMif u trill fterve slypr^deiit paw 
pose — A connexion qnite near -enengii to 
piove ller iwhiodable and nespectable^ 
mi .all that^*«*^-»*SQ^ ttiy dear Lady Jaae 
i^^r^rU adc kat^^** ooadnded Lady 
Frances^ ^' and we will go next cofiiteliBa^^ 
m0m4^r — N- 

.. No -^Xadir Jade into ifirm to wbaft idie 
beUeted to be for Ciurolimrd iatciwt^ atid 
dMinefinicM) foda]i)B<>aii«ili«» 11^ 
and kheiufore declined Ae honor of t^liii^ 
paronng Imt l^adfdiip ^^Lady An^ea 
iiMdii«Mn*li. 

; ^^ Ob) Infdea^ La^ Jane f job coddft't^ 
ym wotoUif t he ao oraa 1 ? Wbctf I-an^ 
dying with impatience to see^-iAy oantiii^ 
i»aitohenifetf Tidi^tflooa^M I jhadr ahli dtles 
mtm:miA.nitk9 evbi^. day with iint^Baif 
ran Wilhelmbaig^^^ WflbelkkdbMg; h^^: 
Mt^Altariwi^V^^^Misa Ck»}ite 
mtA tet3hAve^Dvnflalih0r>UMd stfrqtfickllf^ 
Ladj^lbagrikaVitaa. w:a5fikiriM^ }mif 
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ycHurs was a Pole, |or Fi!iissiaD| was Viol 
he? *— Do you know the ugliest mm, I 
ev^ saw in.my life^ and the bandsomesty 
were both Poles^ — but they are all well. 

bred.".. 

. ^^ But about Lady Angeliea^s Germaiii 
Bar(in/* inlermpted Lady Jan^. 

^ Yes, what sort of » person is herr*^ 
said Carolhie. 

'^ As unlike your Count Ahenberg aa^. 
possible *^^' An oddish looking geniu»^ 
oldish too -*- like one^s- idea of inr^alchy^ 
lAist^ or a professor, or a conjuror -*--like^ 
any^ things rather tiban a man^ of ftttliioti* 
-»- buti Aeyertheless^ since be has gotrioto' 
fashion, the ladies have ali found out/ 
that lie is^ very like' aKonianEmpei^or 
I And ic he is -^ like ^ky head on ^M, 
old :coia."t-* ' / . !* 

r ^^ Btkt how. comes there to be Moh m 
yfalvLca sit on this head h^^ Bbw came he^ 
ijdtb fabfaion ? " said Lady Jane; . ^ . i 
\ *f /Is itipossible, y6tt don't know ! A-^^i 
CMliitpwasi when ^da. wereodtof >tdw 
^twld J»et &i$t ::made; the gieaittidise^ 
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by drea.ming — y€s, dreamiDg'-^dteammg 
Umself^ and making every i!k)dy else 
dr^am as he pleases;, he sported last 
season a new theory of dreaming — joinSi 
practice to theory too — Very extraordi-r 
nary — ^ interprets all your dreams toyotfr 
satisfaction they say-^ and . . . » . quite 
on phitosopfaical principles^ can make yoa 
flream wt^ateyer be pleases.— True-^-npoa 
iny igeir^qttj/' : - ' 

" Did your Ladyship ever try hi&* 
$kili?'*$aifl Lady Jane. 

** Not J- J for>theXkuche9s woQld not 
|iear o£ l^m^, ^ bnty I long the more to 
know what he could make.me diieam..; — ^ 
He/ certainly is very clever, for he was 
asked last winter ewry where* -^ A^ ^^^ 
world ran^mad'—rLady Spilsbui:y,. and my^ 
wise cousin, I understand, camci to .puU-r 
ing wigs fojc biip..---T-^Apgelifia 'Con:^ 
quered at'last;. you know Angtl^fa was. 
always a little hip 9f vi cpqpe;^ «• %• i^ot a, 
Utile bit neither. — At first,, to be sarej. 
she tj^aughl;. ^1)9; gic)re pf^ipye/or the 
Gipan^n: £)iDperor| tl^ipi ^I , dp ;ttvs ^ mi-, 
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fttfte^^ Aot ite knew h&w to ^^«t also. 
. • . 4 . Wbo WoxilA hKre tWght ft?**** 
So tbere wei^ noted^ imd versei^ ftnd 
dMRins^ and interpretMioti^^ and ^ I e:to^f 
tel! yon what-^Bot^ so far, the mfti Is nd 
ebftilatRii ; he has made Lady Angelica 
dream the very dream he chose '^^iAtd 
Mraitgest too knagioaUe -^ that afhe h itt 
kite with him. -*^ And nie iiiterptetaftioii 
is, that she will take him ' for %ettek ibt 

" That is your owfi iitteirprtrratioi), is 
ttdt ii, Lftdy Fraoctft ^^ stud Caroline. 

** ii it ^ibsribie ^iMte is any imth 111 
itPwddLady Jam. 
• •• All troe— pasJtiireJy-*-! he«r.>-^Aiid 
«r aB things^ I «Ait»ttId filee t6 see Lady 
Attgeli<ia aviA the Baraa face tb faee"^ 
t*te 6 <*tc— or profik hf pr&Bliy in tW 
trae Roiiifttt.!^itperor and Eiiipftesg iiffi 
. ; /.inedal ityle.* • . 
' "Bo-shooMil, I *oiiifete^»dd.taaf 
Jlli% ttiiilbB. 
- «» TBe A, ^r 'fi« Wdwt W * ftj** 
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all this baron bold is^ Fv^ a notion, no 
better tbab ati adveUtnrer; for I heard 
a little bird ungj tbat a eertain stmbassa- 
dor hinted confidentiaUy, tbait the Baron 
de Wilbelmbei^ vrottld &ud it difficult t» 
-pkx>¥e bh aixte^Ei c]uarlerit)ga« Bat.noW) 
npoti bb^ four houdrS; promise me 
3mi'Ii tieftt Hiedtion this— Never give 
tb^ Jeast oonfidential bint of it t^ many 
woliiaii, or cbiid:; b^caus^ it mi^bt gtt 
round, spoil all ow sporty and nerer 
iiMgbt I have the deair delight cf dratriag 
the 4terioatQiie;' 

*^ Now your Ladyship i& ndt seiiotu^ I 
att fifure/' ^aid CareliniL 

. ^ NeiMriiiol«'aeiMufr^*-Qcver ao ^erioM 
iii mf )tfe— -fltnd^ I taseare fon^'' ptmd hkdf 
Wriimw^ apeaktag V9tf ei#Bd8% a«4 
anxioa&Iy, ^ if you give the kaat.bititi I 
witt nevet fei^ve you irbile I Uv^*"^ 
fiar I have adfr'niy lieart on doing the cari^ 
catara.'" 

'OiftposMUel tbat» for the itievt 
pleasttce of diMrfai^ )& carieatam^ you 
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w#Qld let yonr owtt cousin expose hewelf^ 
with an^adveDturer," said Caroline. 

** La! Ladf Angelica is only my 
cousin a hundred removes^ I can't help 
ker being ridiculous — ^EWery body, I dare* 
say^ has- ridiculous cousins -<^ and laughr 

one must If: one was forbid to laugh at 

ones relatived, it would be siad indeed for 
those whohave extensive connexions*-*— — ^ 
Well, Lady Jane^ I am glad to see that 
if&dr don't pU]ue yourself on being too^ 
good -to laugbi^**So I may depend o» 
you. — One party for Lady Angelical Is 
fixed lor Monday/' 

No Lady Jane bad^ it is eectatny 

some curiosity and some desire to la^gfa 
at her neighbor's expense* So far^ Lady 
Frances had, with uddvess^ touched her 
foible for her purpose ^ but Lady Jane's 
affection for Caroline strengthened her 
against the temptatton. J%e was per* 
suaded, that it would be a disadvantage 
to. Caroline to» go toi thl&. conTertazione. 
•"^ She wx>nld not upon .any>acoount have* 
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Miss Percy be seen in the bine-stocking'^ 
set at present— she had her reasons. — Ta 
this resolution her Ladyship adhered, 
thongh Lady Frances ArMngtoh, perti- 
nacious to accomplish any purpose she^ 
took into her fancy, returned morning 
after- morning to the charge. — Some-^ 
times she would come with ihtelligene^ 
from her fetcher and carrier of news,* as 
she called him, Captain Nuttall. -^ OfW* 
4fty,'witb a very dejected coniitenatiCe, 
her Ladyship caime in, saying'*^ ^ ^^ 

}' h's off— Jfa all dar-^NnttiU thihka 
. it will jMTer be a matdi«*^ • -<* 

Tbetotet day,, in l%h «pmts>' ibe 
braagbt word-— 

,^Mfa on*— It's on again ^Nnttall 
thinks it wiU certainly be a matcb^anif 
Angelica : is more deVghtftiUy ridicnlotitf 
than everl Now, my dear Lady Jane^ 
Tuesday 2 --r* next week?— the* week, af- 
tervrards ? In short, my dearest. Ladyi 
Jane,, once for all, will you ever take me 
t0 her conversazione ? 'V 

^l Never, — my dear Lady Frances^ 
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tiU Mi»8 Caroline Porcy is mtrried''--^ 
said Lady Jaee"-^^' I have wy wrir 
roasonn/* 

"Then I wi* Mi$8 Cartline Percy 
igras to be aiarried. to morrow «^ I liava 
my owtt rcfasoM. Bnt^ tdtcr kll^ tell ih« 
is th^re any tbe letet chance n£ Miss 
Pei!cy*& ibeiftg Warried ? " 
, 'rNi^t tbe least cbam^/V said Ct^ 

'' That is bsf own fimk/' siiid Liidy 
Jane, lookiqg iiiortificd aed disfiljMsed. 
: *"' TMl tm4not be aaid tof Mylbcnte's 
one comfort/' cHad ijady JRrasiMu : ''- If 
V* Ml iiifrrMp;*tia not mf inilt^ i>ut 
my papa*s, wbo^ to make in oridbtf JW^ 
bift Mb .oaiy « .fsior l^eeoH pdttlon. 
Wbat4i bbame to t-ofc damgbtyrs for iOQii 
•s «be l^ratKkee do! 1 wisb k bad 
pleaded tie&vtQ to bave /idade ae At* 
dtagbter of a« biiiieit am^ebant) wbo 
nkffQt thinks iof this jtii]iktMUnoe-^tb^lH 
with Biy plamji or .{Atiis^, I m^bt 
have chosen the fim «pc«dlbrift lAftA bl 
^b« land^ ipir stay bd^ l^misbt have b6en 
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blessed with an offer from tbat paragon 

of perfection, Lord WiHiam. Do yon 

know what made him stieb a paragon of 
perfection? — His elder brotber's falKng 
9|ck, and being like to die. Now, if the 
broths fibonld recover^ adieu to my Lord 
William's perfections." — 

" Not in the opinion of all," said 
Lajdy Jaoe, " Lord Witliam wfis a 
favoxite of miise, and I saw his merit 
long ago, and shall see it, whether his 
elder brother dies or recovers." 

*^ At all events," continued Lady 
Frances, ^ he will be a paragon, yon will 
see,' only till he is married, and then, — 

< How shall I your tnie love kMW 
From any other man ? * 

** By thje* by, the other day, Lonf 
William, i«i 'flying frpm the cbase of 
matrons, in his fright .... (he always 
kdsa Hioe a fvighteiied hare,, poor erea-^ 
tweiy. . . : topk i^fuge ^betweeii yoB:tw<y 
bdlHs. SerioBsly, Lady J^$, ilo yotf 
kuow^ I think you manage vastly well 
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ibr ymar jaoUg6e ■ ■ You are aot so 
kroad as Mrs. Falconer.** 

** Broad! I beg yonr Ladyfthip^s par- 
deo for repeating your word/* cried Lady 
Jane, — looking quite angry, and feeling 
too angry to parry, as she usually did, 

with wit " I really don t understand 

your Ladyship.** 

'' Then I must wish your Ladyship a 
good morning, for Vve no time or talents 
for explanation,** said Lady Frances, 
running off, delighted to have produced a 
sensation. 

Lady Jane rang for her carriage, and 
made no observations on what had 
passed. But in the evening she de- 
clared,' that she would not take Lady 
Frances Arlington out with bet any 
mor^, that her Ladyship*s spirits W^re 
Uip much for her, ^-^ ^^ Besides,** my dear 
Caroline, '^ when she is with you, I 
never hear you speak a word, you leave 
it entirely to her Ladyship. -^ After all, 
1^ isj if . you observie, a perfectly selfiUi 
creaturev 
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. I^ady Jane redolk<ited various instances 
of this selftehness. 

" She merely . makes a tool of. me — - 
my carri^ge^ ^y ser^aots^ .my time, my- 
self, alwiays to be at her ;servicf, whenever 
the s\uQt-duQhess cannot, or will not, do 
her L94y!^hip'«: behests. — For the:slight- 
e&t errand she conld devise, she would 
send me to the antipodes ; bid me fetch 
her a tooth-pick; from tb^ .farthest inch 
of thif ^ity. Well ! I could pardon 
all the trouble she gives for her fancies, 
if she would, takfs any trouble for others 
in reti^rn. — No-— Ask her to do the. least 
thing for you, .... and, she tells you, 
she'd Be very glad . . . . but sh.e does 

not Icnow how- ;or, she would do 

it this minute — but thatt she ha« not 
^imer- — or, she would have remem- 
bered it certainly, but that ske forgot 
it."— , . 

CarcJine adimitted, that Lady Frapces 
wa§ tbougl^tless i^nd giddy, but die hoped! 
qot incurably selfish, as Lady Jsm now 
^eo^dto ^ippose. . :. . 
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«<Fiffd<» me, «1»e ^ vMnMj sel- 
fi,h — Her chttdishneMinade meeM«e 
Lfor.g.*.twhae;Ifi«ciedshew^ 

«. giddy, that *e «^4 not ««e«^ 
a«y tbiflg; l»t I ted she a W Jo,^ 
«», thing, OB which .he has set her ^ 
Zi.hh:ad. — Giddyllc^^'tb^ 
people, who aw too giddy to th»rfc of any 
body but themselve*.*' 

CaroKne endeavored tQ ewmse her 
LadyAip, by saying, Aat, ^ «» ac- 
coBnts, she had been edacated m ayy 
that mast make her selfish . . • • * 
lia^, ««d epoUt, I think yon told me she 

« Troe, wry likely ; let her mother, 
•r her grandmother, settle that aecon^ 
^I a« not to blame, and 1 will not sn^ 

for for it. Yon know, if we entered 

Ukiq youpfath** into tbe/i«esti»n <^ «^ 
cation, we might go back to Adam and 
Ere, and find Nobody to blame but 
th«p.^«<ia the me»n time, 1 will not 
tdco. l«dy f»ra«ce9 ArUogtoa ont with 
me any more ; on this poiwt f am deter- 
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tniriecl.— ^For, stippose Iforgave her sel- 
fishnes9 and childishness^ and all that, 
why should I be subject to her imperti- 
nence? — She has been suffered to say 
whatever comes into her head, and to 
think it wit. ^Now, as far as 1 am con- 
cerned, I will teach her better.** 

Caroline, who always saw the best 
side of characters, said something in 
favor of Lady Frances, and pleaded her 
'freedom from art'a'nd'dissimulat^n. — 

*^ My dear Caroline, she is not half 
so free from dissimulation, as you sire 
from envy and jealousy .-^he is always 
in your way, and you never see it. — I 
can't bear to hear you defend her, when 
I know she would'ahd does sacrifice you> 
at any time &nd airiTmes, to her own 
atnusement. )3ut she shkll not istand in 
your light — for you are a generous, un- 
^suspicidus creature.— Llady Frances shall 
never go out with me again--^nd I have 
just thought of an excellent way of set- 
tling that mbitter. — I'll chattge iiiy coach 
VOL. III. s 
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for a vis-a-vis— which will carry on\y 
two/' 

This Lady Jane, quick and decided^ 
insm^iately accomplished ; she adhered 
to her resolution, and never did take 
Lady Frances Arlington out with her 
more. 

Returning from the party this evening 
— a party where they met Lord William, 
who had sat beside Caroline at supper. 
Lady Jane began to reproach her with 
having been unusually reserved and 
silent. 

Caroline said she was not conscious 
of this. 

" I hope and trust, I am not too broad," 
continued Lady Jane, with a very proud 
and proper look — ** but I own, I think 
there is as much indelicacy in a young 
lady's hanging back too much, as in 
her coming too forward. — ^And gentle- 
men are apt to overrate their conse- 
quence as xnucb, if they find you are 
afraid to speak to them, as if you 
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were to talk, ... . like Miss Falconer 
herself. '* 

Caroline assented fiilly to the truth of 
this remark; assured Lady Jane^ that 
^he had not intentionally hung back, or 
been reserved ; that she had no affecta- 
tion of this sort. — In a word, she pro- 
mised to exert herself more in conversa- 
tion, since Lady Jane desired it. 

^^ I do wish it," my dear — *' You 
don't get (771— there's no getting you on. — 
You certainly do not talk enough to gen- 
tlemen when they sit beside you, — It 
will be observed." 

** Then, Ma'am, I hope it will be 
observed too," said Caroline, smiling, 
'* that the gentlemen do not talk to 
me." 

** No matter— you should find some- 
thing to say to them — you have plenty 
of gold, but no ready change about you. 
— ^Now, as Lord Chesterfield tells us, 
you know, that will never do." 

Caroline was perfectly sensible of this 
SSI 
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— she knew she was deBcient in the sort 
of conversation of the moment^ requisite 
for fine company and public places. — 

" Biit whejj^ I have nothing to [say^ 
is not it bettier fw me to say nothings 
Ma'am?" 

*' No, my dear — Half the world are 
in that predicament ; but would it mend 
our condition to reduce our parties to 
quaker's silent meetings ? — My dear, you 
must condescend to talk without saying 
any thing — And you must bear to hear 
and say the same words a hundred times 
over — and another thing, my dear Caro- 
line, I. wish you would cure yourself of 
looking fatigued. — You will never be 
thought agreeable, unless you can en- 
dure, without showing that you are tired, 
the most stupid people extant ** 

Caroline smiled, and said, she recol- 
lected her father's telling her, '^ that the 
Prince de Ligne, the most agreeable 
man of his day, declared, that his secret 
depeucjed not on bis wit or talents for 
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conversation, but on his power of con- 
cealing the ennui he felt in stupid com- 
pany." 

"Well, my dear, / tell you so, as 
well as the Prince de Ligne, and let me 
see that you profit by it to morrow." 

The next night they went to a large 
party, at a very fine lady's. — It was dull, 
but Caroline did her best to look happy, 
and exerted herself to talk to please Lady 
Jane, who, from her card-table, from 
time to time, looked at her, nodded, 
and smiled. — ^When they got into their 
carriage. Lady Jane, before she had 
well drawn up the glass, began to praise 
her for her performance this evening. — 
" Really, my dear, you got on very well 
to night. — And I hear Miss Caroline 
Percy is very agreeable. — And, shall I 
tell you who told me so? — No 5 that 

would make you too vain. ^But I'll 

leave you to sleep upon what has been 
said — to morrow you shall hear more." 

The next morning, Caroline had stolen 
away from visitors, and quietly in her 
S3 
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own room was endeavoring to proceed 
in her copy of the niiniature for Mr. 
Gresham, when Lady Jane came into 
her apartment, with a letter and it's cover 
in her hand.-*—" A letter,, in which 
you, Caroline, are deeply concerned/' 

A sudden hope darted across Caroline's 
iro^in^tion, and illuminated h^r couq^ 
tenance. As suddenly it vanished, when 
she saw on the cover of the letter, no 
foreign post mark, no for^eign hand— but 
a hand unknown to her. 

*' Deeply concerned I—r-how can I . ... 
how . . . how am I . . • . concerned in 
this. Ma'am?'' — she asked — with diffi- 
culty commanding her voice,„ to articu-. 
late the words. 

" Only a proposal for you,, my dear,'*' 
said Lady Jane, smiling — " Not a pro-^ 
posal for which you need blush — a& 
you'll see-::-if you'll read " 

But observing that Caroline was not 
at this moment capable of reading,-^-*- 
without seeming to notice the tremor of 
her hand— and that she was holding the 
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letter upside down before her eyes. Lady 
Jane, with kind politeness passed on to 
the picture, at which her young friend 
had been at work, and stooping to ex-, 
amine the miniature with her glass, niade 
some observations on the painting, and 
gave Caroline time to recover. — Nor diij 
her Ladyship look up till Caroline ex- 
claimed, 

*^ John Clay !— English Clay !— " 

"Yes— Clay, of Clay- Hall, as Mrs. 
Falconer would say. — You see, my love, 
I told you truly, it was no blushing 
matter.— I am sorry I startled you by 
my abruptness. — Surprises are generally 
ill-judged — and always ill-bred — Acquit 
me, I beseech you, of all but thoughts 
lessness,'* — said Lady Jane, sitting down 
by Caroline, and kindly taking her hand 
— " I hope you know 1 am not Mrs. 
Falconer." 

** I do, indeed,'* said Caroline, press- 
ing her hand, ** I feel all your kindness, 
all your politeness.'* 

'* Of course, I knew that a propoaftl; 
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from Clay, of Clay-Hall^ would be to 
you . . . just what it is to me/' said 
Lady Jane. — *' I hope you cannot appre- 
hend that, for the sake of his seven or ten 
thousand^ whatever he has per annum^ I 
should press such a match upon you^ 
Caroline. — ^No, Ho, you are worth some- 
thing much better/' 

'* Thank you, my dear Lady Jane/' 
cried Caroline^ embracing her with warm 
gratitude. 

" Why, child, you could not think 
me so ... . merely mercenary. — ^No- 
touch me upon family — or fashion . . • 
any of my aristocratic prejudices, as your 
father calls them, and I might, perhaps, 
be a little peremptory. — But John Clay 
is a man just risen from the ranks . • . 
lately promoted from being a manufac- 
turer's son, to be a subaltern in good 
company . . . looking to rise another step 
by purchase . . . No, no — a Percy could 
not accept such an offer, no loss of for- 
tune could justify such a misalliance. — 
Such was my first feeling, and I am sure 
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yours^ when you read at the bottom of 
this awkwardly folded epistle, * Your 
Ladyship's most devoted, &c. John 

Clay.*" . ^ ; .. 

" I believe I had no feeling, but pure 
surprise,'* said Caroline.—" I scarcely 
think Mr. Clay can be in earnest— for, 
to the best of my recollection, he never 
spoke five words to me in his life !" — 

" English Clay, my dear. — Has not 
he said every thing in one word?— -I 
should have been a litde surprised, but 
that I have been seeing this good while 
the dessous des cartes. — — Don't flatter 
yourself, that love for you oflFers Clay- 
Hall — No ; but hatred to Mrs. and Miss 
Falconer. — There have been quarrels 
upon quarrels, ^nd ipoor Lady Trant in 
the middle of them, unable to get out 
— and John Clay swearing he is not to 
be taken in — and Miss Falconer buffet- 
ing Lady Trant with the willow he left 
on her brows — and Mrs. Falconer smiling 
through the whole, and keeping the se- 
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cret, which every body knows. — rlcr 
shorty my dear^ 'tis not worth expfaining 
to you— but John Clay certainly hopes 
to complete the mortification of the pal- 
conersy by giving himself, to you.-r— Be- 
sidesy you are. in fashion. — ^Too much 
has been said about him^I'm tired of 
him.-r- Write your answer, my dear— or 

Tm to write, am I ? ^Well, give me 

some gilt paper — ^let us do the thing pro- 
perly." . Properly the thing was done — 
The letter folded, not awl^wardly, was 
sealed and sent, Caroline delighted with 
Lady Jane, and I^dy Jane delighted 
with herself. 

** So there's an end of that matter," 
said Lady Jane. " I saw how it would 
be long ago ; but I was glad you §aw no- 
thing of it, lest you should not have let 
it come to a declaration.— A refusal 
is always creditable ; therefore, I own, I 
should have been mortified, if the season 
had passed without your having one pro- 
posal* — But now you have nothing to 
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be ashamed of— you've killed your man 
— and I hop6 and trust I shall live to see 
you kill another." 

Caroline laughed, but jsaid she was 
glad Lady Jane was not one of those^ 
who count refusals as so many proofs q£ 
a young lady's merit; for her own part, 
she acknowledged she was inclined to 
think, that they were sometimes proo& 
rather of coquetry and duplicity. 

Lady Jane hesitated, and said she did 
not see this— she could not agree to 
this. — 

The conversation, went on, till her 
Ladyship and Caroline came to< a com- 
plete opposition of opinion on a princi- 
ple, which, though it was only stated in 
general, and in the abstract, her Lady- 
ship defended with an urgency, and Ca- 
roline resisted witli a ^steadiness, which 
are seldom shown about any merely 
speculative point, unless there is some 
secret apprehension of their being soon 
reduced tp practice. 

Lady Jane asserted, that a womanr 
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should always let an attachment come to 
a declarationj before she permits a man 
to see her mind^ even though determined 
upon a refusal.'* 

Caroline thought this wonld be using 
the man ill. 

Lady Jane maintained, that it ^vould 
be using him much worse, to refuse him 
before he asked. 

** But without refusing," Caroline said^ 
that '^ a gentleman might be led to per- 
' ceive when he was not likely to be ac- 
cepted, and thus would be saved the 
pain and humiliation of a rejected 'pro« 



^' It was not a young lady's first busi- 
ness to think of that — her first ^uty vvas 
tp do what was right and proper for her- 
self" — ^Lady jane said. 

*^ Certainly ; but the very question is, 
what is right and proper?" 

<^ To. give a distinct answer when a 
distinct question is asked, neither more 
nor less," said Lady Jane. " Caroline, 
on these subjects you must trust to one 



WhlEi kh&Wft Ihe wbrld, lo tell y^tt thfe 
topinidt) of tb(^ world. A WdfA^n il» s^f^ 
and caiinot ht blamed by iVtend dr fiim. 
If She ttdh^ffe to the pU*n rule * Sta^ liU 
^ art d^ktd: Till a g«ftt1^mtt«i thitite 
^o^f, in ferm^ to A^\^tb hte ftlt&tihv 
menty nothing can be mof^ indelledlffe 
than for a lady to see it/' 

^^ O^ in some cased, mVtk dl4iBge>- 
fittoud, inore cfuel, than tf> pr^t^d to bt 
blind to it." 

" Cruel !— Cruel is a word of thfe lot 
eentury, or th^e century befond this Ittst, 
-^Cruelty is ae?er heard of nov^^ my dtet* 
— Gentlemen's hearts don't brfeltk vk 
these our days-^Or suppose to odd 
heart should break ; if the lady iii treats* 
ing it according to rule, she is not to 

blaifie. Why did not the proud tongue 

«peak ?-**— -Whatever happens she is ac^ 
^quitted by the world." 

" And by her own conscience ? Sorely 
not if she deceive^ and injun^ by debfep- 
iion." 

Lady Jane Ivaf mly i^peatfed^ that <^ ^Im 
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knew the world . . . that at her time of 
life she ought to know the world, and 
that she was certain any line of coa* 
duct but that which she had pointed 
out^ would expose a woman to the 
charge of indelicacy, and, perhapS) of 
impertinence." * . 

These were heavy charges, Caroline 
felt, but she thought, that, when not de- 
{Served, they could be borne better than 
self-reproaches for the want of candor 
ftnd truth. 

. Lady Jane observed, that,, in the ca* 
talogue of female virtues, delicacy must 
have the foremost place. 
. Caroline made a distinction betwaeu 
real delicacy and punctilio. 

Lady Jane was inclined to call it a 
distinction without a difference* — She, 
however, more prudently said, that 
punctilio was necessary as the guard of 
female delicacy. 

. Undoubtedly. But the greater vir- 
tue should not be sacrificed to th^ 
les s ■ i H ^yuih and siujDerity, Cato- 
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line thought, must be classed ilmong 
the highest virtues of woman, as well as 
of man, and she hoped they were per- 
fectly consistent with the utmost femi* 
nine modesty and delicacy. She asked 
whether, after all, the plea of delicacy 
and punctilio was not sometimes used 

to conceal the real motives. ^Perhaps 

ladies, in pretending to be too delicate 
to see a gentleman's sentiments, were 
often, in fact, gratifying their own va- 
nity, and urging him to that declara- 
tion, which was to complete the female 
triumph. 

Lady Jane grew angry — but fearing 
lest Caroline should perceive, that she 
had some particular object in view .... 
doubtful whether Caroline knew, or did 
not know, her aim — and further having 
a secret hope, that, like other young 
ladies who support fine sentiments about 
love and generosity in conversation, she 
might, when it came to the test, forget 
them, her Ladyship urged her opinion 
no further* • 

t2 
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Indeed, she Candidly ackndilrledged^ 
Chat nmoh' ttiight be said on Gafblini^^s 
side of the question---aM thi^i-e %h6 tbsX^ 
ter raded* 
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